OBSERVATIONS 


SURGERY: 


ACOLLECTION of One Hundred and 
Twenty Eight DIFFERENT CasEs. 


II 


Particular REMARKS on Fach, 
For the Improvement of young STUDENTS. 


Wherein not only the Method of Practice in difficult 
Labours, but other Diſtempers incident to the Female 
Sex are Copiouſly enlarged on: Among others, that 
of the Deſcent of the Womb; clearly proving the Re- 
ality of ſuch a Diſeaſe, in Oppoſition to Mr. Verduc. 


To which are added, 


The particular Receipts of ſuch Remedies as were 
uſed by the Author in each Caſe. 
| + 
Written originally in French, by Mr. SaviarD, Chief 
Surgeon, and Operator in Midwifry, at the Hoſpital 
Hotel Dieu in Paris. | | 


The Candid Reception of Mr. Le Dran's Ob/ervations by the Gen- 
tlemen of the Faculty, encouraged me to proſecute this Tranſlation, 
that the Whole may make a compleat Body of Practical Surgery, 


By FJ. S. SURGEON. 


K 
Printed for J. Hopo Es, at the Looking-g/a/5 on London-Bridee. 
M. pC. XL. 


To the Moſt Ingenious 
Dr. SAND S. 
SI TA, 


3 to you, from 
the Knowledge I have of 
your Capacity and Un- 
— in the Art 
of . in Caſes of which 
Kind, theſe Obſervations abound, with 
thoſe of many other Diſeaſes incident 
to the Female Sex. 

The Variety of theſe Caſes, are 10 
curious and extraordinary in them- 
ſelves, as to deſerve the juſt Eſteem of 
every Artiſt in the Profeſſion; and 
may chance to ſerve you as an Amuſe- 
ment in leaſure Moments, without 


preſuming to inſtruct you. 


2 = 


iv Dedication. 


pt am Fe cc from the Pleaſure 


I have enjoy 'din your Converſation, 


that you both admire and underſtand 


the Chirurgical Art in General; but 
that Branch of it, which has made 
you ſo juſtly conſpicuous to the World, 


being one of the moſt uſeful, it is an 


Happineſs to the Sex, that you have 
made it your Choice. 


By your Hands, wiſhed for Heirs 
are preſerved to perpetuate our Nobi- 


lity. By your Hands, Princes may 


be preſerved, whoſe Heroick Actions 
may one Day (ſhould there be Occa- 


ſion) ——4 thoſe Laws, ſo well de- 


fended and ſupported by their Prede- 
ceſſors; and, that Succeſs may always 
attend your Performances, i is the hearty 
and ſincere Wiſh of, 


SIX, 
Your moſt obedient 


H, umble Servant, 


J. SpAR ROW. 
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PREFACE. 


YASJE £2N AD TI adeſgn d to have ap- 


[£9 GE Dil pear'd in the Quality of an 
Author, by offering this Col- 
lection of CO Ob- 
WP [croations to the Publick, I 
SD ought to have made it larger 
aud more extenſive; the Vul- 

gar being accuſtomed to look upon Authors of 
Voluminous Books, as the moſt Conſiderable, 


and Mriters of ſmall Volumes, as Men of 


very little Merit. 


But having nothing elſe in View, in the 
Publication of theſe Fatts, than to gice ſome 
a3 Leſſons 


vi TREFAUCE. 
Leſſons to young Students in Surgery, whicts 

they cannot, perhaps, find any where elſe, 
wrote with ſo much Sincerity, or ſo much 
within their Capacity, I have contented thy 
ſelf, amongft almoſt an infinite Number of 
Caſes, which ] have either had the Manage- 
ment of my ſelf, or whereof I have been ocu- 
lar Witneſs, or of thoſe which have been 
faithfully related to me, to comprehend all 
thoſe in a narrow Compaſs, that appear d 
to be attended with very ſingular aud extra- 
ordinary Circumſtances ; to the End, that if 
parallel Caſes ſhould fall into their Hands, 
they may be the leſs at a loſs in what Man- 
ner to proceed; eſpecially, if they chance to 
practice in ſuch Places, where they have not 
Opportunity of conſulting Surgeons of conſum- 
mate Experience in the Art; being convinced, 
that thoſe who are once arrived to the firſt 
Degree of Surgery, are never diſcompoſed up- 
on the moſt weighty and difficult Occaſions. 


T confeſs, that I mizht have reuder d this 
Collectiou more regular, with Reſpect to the 
Time when theſe Caſes happen d, and to the 
different Diſtempers treated of; but my ill 
State of Health not permitting me to beſtow 
the Time neceſſary to bring it to that Per- 
fection, I could do no more, than relate the 
Facts I have deſcribed, as they offer'd ten- 
ſelves, by peruſing the Remarks 1 had made 
at different Times, the Memoirs whereof, 

my 


FRESECAGE vii 


my Buſmeſs would uot admit me to regulate 
but in haſte and upon looſe Sheets. 


Moreover, that having look'd upon this 
Work as only 4 Compilation of different 
Pieces, which, for the Generality, had little 
Connexion amongit themſelves, it ſeemed to 
me, that, with Regard to the Utility in 
reading them, it was indifferent whether 
one was read before, or after, the other. 


I think, that I may be excuſed requeſting 
earneſily, of thoſe who read this Collection, 
two Things, which moſt Authors beg to be 

avoured with in their Prefaces; that is, to 
pardon the Incorrectneſs of the Style, and 
excuſe, in ſome Meaſure, the Imper fection of 


the Performance. 


As to the firſt, with Regard to the Style, 
J am certain, that an impartial Reader will 
never ſeek for elegant Elocution in the Wri- 
tings of an Hoſpital Surgeon, who, from 
Twenty Tears af Age, has had little Conver- 
ſation in the Wirld but amongit his miſe- 
rable Patients. a 


As to the ſecond Point, which requires the 
Reader to excuſe, in ſome Meaſure, the Im- 
Pe, fection of this Compilation, it would be 
unjuſt in me to pretend, that they are under 
the leaſt Obligation to me for it: For, 

A 4 ſhould 


viii PREFACE. 
ſoould it happen to prove uſeleſs to them, I 
ſbould be in the Wrong to require their Fa- 
vour, after I had engaged them to read a 
barren Work; and ſhould they reap any Ad- 
vantage from it, I ſhould be unreaſonable to 
expect any other Acknowledgment, than a 
Confeſſjon of the Benefit they have reaped {| 
from it, ſince I printed it only with the View 
of being uſeful to Mankind. 
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= Upon a Contuſion on the Head. 

3 30TH ER S/. Bernard, a Nun, 


of Hotel Dieu, aged about 28, re- 
ceiv'd a Blow upon the poſterior 
Part of the left Parietal, who, by 
the Stroke, entirely loſt her Senſes. 
But recovering ſoon after by the 
Uſe of ſpiritous Liquors, we ex- 
amicd the wounded Part, and diſcover'd only a 
Contuſion of the bigneſs of a green Wallnut, with- 


out any Wound in the Skin. 
B Twenty 
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2 OBSERVATIONS 
Twenty Hours after, ſhe was ſeiz'd with a Vo- 

miting accompany*d with a Stupor, that took her 

by Intervals; and theſe Symptoms continuing to 


the fourth Day, we reſolv'd upon opening the Tu- 


maur, which was filPd with coagulated Blood, 
and, underneath, the Bone was cover'd with the 
Pericranium. After this Inciſion ſhe had irregular 
Shiverings, as well Day as Night, which generally 
laſted four Hours, and continu'd for ſeventeen 
Days, during which Time ſhe had no leſs than 
Twenty-five Fits. Phlebotomy was not neglected, the 
Patient being bled fourtcen Times in the Arm and 
once on the Foot, the Vomiting ſtill continuing 
with a pungent Pain in the Region of the Liver. 
A Gangrene came upon the Wound after ſeven- 


teen Days, which obliged us to make ſeveral In- 


ciſions to ſtop its Progreſs ; this did not however 
prevent the continuance of theſe diſmal Symptoms 
for the Space of forty Days, and the Wound was 
not cicatriſed in leſs than ten Weeks. But her Di- 
ſtemper did not terminate here; for ſoon after the 
Wound was healed, her Face became tumefied and 
Oedematous, and a Sanies iſſued out at her Noſe 
and Ears for a Fortnight, during which Time 


a Deafneſs ſupervened with an inſupportable Pain 
and Shootings in the Head. She diſcharged a 


Pint of reddiſh Matter by the Noſe, and was al- 
ways ready to be ſuffocated by a Catarrh that ſtuf- 
fed her Breaſt, being in ſo deplorable a Condi- 

tion that her Death had been long expected. 
This Pain in the Head, accompanied with a vi- 
olent Pulſation, that increaſed or diminiſhed ac- 
cording to the Weather, continued two Years, and 
it is almoſt incredible, beſides twenty-ſ1x bleeds 
ings in the Arm and Foot, what number of Reme- 
dies were adminiſtred both internally and exter- 
| nally, 
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in SURGER Y, 3 
nally, during the Courſe of her Diſtemper. Aſſes 


Milk, which ſhe uſed at different Times, prin- 


cipally contributed to eftabliſh her in that per- 
fect Health which ſhe enjoys at this Time. 


REM ARX. 


Thoſe who have not had the Experience of the 
fatal Impreſſions occaſioned by the bad Air of the 
Hoſpital Hotel Dieu, to make the ſlighteſt Wound 


mortal, will be ſurpriſed, that a ſimple Contu- 


ſion upon the Head, wherein the Cranium was 
undiſcover'd, ſhould be attended with ſo tedious a 
Series of Accidents; while thoſe who work in that 
Hoſpital, do not in the leaſt wonder at it, being 
daily Witneſſes of the fatal Effects of that perni- 
cious Air, and too often of the Number of Victims 
expoſed to the Inſults of it at the Hazard of their 
Lives. 
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Os ERV. II. 
Upon a falſe Pregnancy, 


Woman Thirty-two Years of Age, whoſe 
| complaint was a Loſs of Blood, came to 
Hotel Dieu the 18th of Oct. 1693, and was put 
into the Ward appointed for pregnant Women, 
where they examined not only her preſent Condi- 
tion, but into what had paſſed before ſhe came to 
the Hoſpital, 

22 | She 
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4 OBSERVATIONS 

She had been married five Months, and had 
her Menſes two Months after her Marriage. Two 
Months more from thence, ſhe had a conſidera- 
ble Loſs of Blood, that was followed by violent 
Pains in the Regio Hypogaſtrica, with Vomitings 
that laſted three Weeks, by which ſhe was ſo debi- 
litated, that ſhe was obliged to keep her Bed from 
the 8th of Sept. preceeding, and at that Time was 
twice bled in the Arm, and twice in the Foot, 
leaving one Day between. Theſe Bleedings afford- 
ed no Relief, and ſhe. only found her ſelf better 
{ſince ſhe came to the Hoſpital. 
A few Days after Madame de Goliey, chief 
Midwife, finding her Pains to increaſe, examined 
her and found the internal Orifice of the Matrix 
an Inch thick, very cloſe, and without Dilatation. 
She communicated the Caſe to me, and I vilited 
the Patient with her. The next Day, the Vomit- 
ings and Labour Pains increaſed, which cauſed 
the Matrix to dilate gradually, with the Aſſiſtance 
we afforded, to the Extent of a Crown Piece, and 
this opening facilitated the Diſcharge of four large 
Clods of Blood, which were ſucceeded by a con- 
ſiderable Loſs of more. Aſter this, two Porrin- 
gers of Globules of Blood, joined together like 
Grapes in a Bunch, were evacuated ; and 
ſhe told us that three Weeks before, or there- 


about, her Huſband having threatned to ill uſe her, 


the Fear that ſeized her at that Time had occa- 
fioned a conſiderable Opprefiion. After this Eva- 


. cuation, all the Symptoms ceaſed, and the Patient 


recovered in a Fortnight, 
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OsrBsExrv. III. 


Upon the Anus cloſed up. 


HE. 16th of Nov. 1693, an Infant four Days 


old was brought to Hotel Dieu, whoſe Anus 
was cloſed. I examined the Place where the na- 
tural Aperture ought to be, and perceived a Mem- 
brane extended a croſs the Extremity of the Rec- 
tum, thro' which I could diſtinguiſh the black 
Colour of the firſt Excrement that Children eva- 
cuate when they are new born, which we call the 
Meconium. I made no Heſitation in opening this 
Membrane with a ſtrait Biſtoury, which afforded 
a Paſſage to this black Excrement, after this I 
dreſſed the Wound three Days with a Tent dip- 
ped in Digeſtive, to prevent its re-union, and the 
Child was cured. 

Another was brought to me ſoon after, in which 
the Operation was more uncertain and dangerous, 
there not being the leaſt Appearance of an Anus. 
Nevertheleſs, as it was impoſſible the Child ſhould 
live without voiding the Excrements, I reſolved 
upon performing the Operation. To this End I 
armed an Impoſtumation Lancet with a Slip of 
Linnen to faſten the Blade to the Shell, and "hon 
thruſt it into the Place were I judged che natural 
Paſſage ſhould be, and thought I could meet with 
the Inteſtine, and having penetrated three Fingers 
Breadth, I diſcovered the Meconium, which run 
along my Lancet, and found the Point of it met 

8 2 with 


EAA 

with no farther Reſiſtance. Then I withdrew my 
Inſtrument, when I had enlarged the Opening on 
each Side as much as I thought nereſſary, and 
dreſſed the Wound as I had done the former, ex- 
cepting that the Tent was longer, and I applied 
a Compreſs dipped in Aromatick Wine and fe- 
cured it by the T. Bandage. 


r 
* 2 22 J i RJ 


O BSE RV. IV. 
Upon a cloſing of the Vulva. 


T is to be wiſhed that all thoſe Children born 
daily were immediately examined by People 

of Skill and Knowledge, to know whether thoſe 
Paſſages which give Entrance or Diſcharge to the 
Body are free and open, as they ought to be in the 
Order of Nature. By this means many Inconve- 


niences would be avoided that afterwards happen, 


eſpecially to the female Sex, on Account of a Mem- 
brane, which often Stops the Entrance into the 
Pagina either in Whole or in Part, and this is 
called an Hymen, the ſuccinet Account whereof 
1 thall now give, will not be uninſtructive to young 
Surgeons. 1 
A young Lady came a few Years ago from 
Normandy to Paris, to aſk Advice in a Diſtem- 
per with which ſhe was afflicted, and applied 
herſelf firſt to my Collegue Mr. Le Prevoſt; and 
the Reſult of the Conſultations held upon this Sub- 
ject all tended to provoke the Menſes, to which 
Defect they, with abundance of Probability, _ 
| bute 
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buted the Cauſe of all the Symptoms whereof ſhe 
complained. 
At length complaining to her Surgeon in Ordi- 
nary that ſhe felt an incommodious Weight upon 
the Os Pubis, he declared it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to ſearch thoſe Parts to form a right Judg- 
ment of her Diſeaſe, and upon Examination found 
a large Tumour in the Vagina, which contained 
a fluctuating Matter and was eaſily felt by the 


Touch, and this Tumour increaſed every Month 


at the Time ſhe ought to have her Menſes. 
A ſecond Conſultation was required, and upon 
the Report made of the Tumour in Queſtion by 


the Surgeon who had diſcovered it, it was con- 


cluded to open it, but not without ſome Difficul- 
ties ſtarted for and againſt it, 

The Patient was at the ſame Time unwilling to 
conſent to it for ſeveral Days, but the Pains the 


_ endured, at length obliged her to comply, The 


Operation being now reſolved upon, Mr. Le 
Prevoſt prepared himſelf for it, and to this Purpoſe 
armed an Impoſthume Lancet to make it firm, and 
having thruſt it into the Bottom of the Tumour, 
he made an Aperture ſuitable to the Diſcharge he 
propoſed to give to a conſiderable Quantity of Mat- 
ter, which proved to be of the Colour and Confi- 
ſtence of Lees of Wine, and, being meaſured, 

was above two Pints, and of fo horrid a Stench, 

that moſt of the Aſſiſtants retired, not being a- 


ble to endure it. 


The Patient found herſelf entirely relieved af- 
ter this Operation, and being dreſſed three Weeks 


with deterſive Injections at firſt, and then Deſic- 


cative, in order to put thoſe Parts in a good 
Condition upon which the Matter by its Acrimony 
might have occaſioned ſome Ulcerations, ſhe re- 
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8 OBSERVATIONS 


turned into her own Country pefectly cured. She 
married ſoon after and had ſeveral Children, of 
which ſhe was delivered with the ſame eaſe as 


other Women. 
E 


It muſt be owned, that if Care was taken in 
viſiting Children immediately after their Births, to 
open thoſe imperforated Vagina, either in Whole 
or in Part, fo many Occaſions of Divorce would 
not happen after Marriages; or a plauſible Rea- 
ſon for ſome Huſbands to keep Celibate, choo- 


ſing rather to reſtrain themſelves, than to expoſe 


their Wives to the Pains of an Operation ; More- 


over, the Modeſty of ſome Women is ſo great, 


that they would not conſent ; for we have many 
Inſtances of all thoſe Inconveniencies. 
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OBS ERV. V. 


Von ſome Accidents that happened to a Woman 


during the Flux of her Menſes. 


HE 15th of July, 1693, I was conſulted by 
a Woman of Twenty-ſix Years of Age, who 
conſtantly had an Oedema upon her Fore-arm , 


Wriſt, and Fingers when ſhe had her Men/es, 
infomuch as to be double their natural Size, and 


attended with conſiderable Pain, which continued 
the whole Term of the Evacuation; and when 


that finiſhed, all the Symptoms diſappeared at 
the 
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in SURGER Y. 9 
the ſame Time; and thus ſhe had regularly been 
for the Space of eight Years. 

T let the Patient know, that the Cure of her 
Diſtemper was out of my Power, and not having 
ſeen her ſince, relate this only, that Gentlemen 
{ſkilled in Phyſicks may explain this Phænomenon, 
and teach us what Medicines they ſhould judge 
proper to relieve a Patient in ſuch a Caſe. | 


OBSERv. VI. 


Upon what was found in the Body of a Man who died 
after a moſt cruel Pain in his Head, 


N the Month of May, 1692, IT was ſent for 
into the Iſle Nozre Dame, to open the Body 
of the late Mr. Moreau, Auditor of the Chamber 
of Accounts. He had been terribly afflicted a Year 
before his Death, with ſo violent a Pain in his 


Head, that he often loſt his Reaſon, and this 


Pain was always attended with a Fever more or 
leſs conſiderable. He was but Thirty-five Years 
old at moſt, and, according to Report, had al- 
ways appeared of an healthy Conſtitution, till he 

was attacked by this fatal Diſorder. | 
Firſt I opened the Abdomen and then the Thorax, 
and found all the Viſcera contained in theſe two 
Cavities very ſound and well diſpoſed : And, in- 
deed, theſe Organs were examined rather out of 
Curiolity, than with the Expectation of meeting 
with any extraordinary Diſorder, not doubting but 
the 


10 OBSERVATIONS 


the Cauſe of his Diſtemper and Death was to be 
found in the ſuperior Cavity. 


The Cranium being therefore opened, I began 


firſt to examine the Dura and Pia Mater, and diſ- 
covered between theſe two Membranes, under the 
Juncture of the Sutura Sagitlalis with the Lamdbdoi- 
des, at the broadeſt part of the Falx, a ſmall 
triangular Bone, whoſe Angles were very ſharp, 
and capable of pricking theſe Membranes, upon 
each Motion it received; it was of the Bigneſs 


of a large Pea, with its Angles a little riſing and 


flat. The Dura Mater was very livid in thoſe 
Places where it had been pricked by the Points of 


the Bone, and diſcharged a little Pus. There was 


a conſiderable Quantity of Water in the ſuperior 
Ventricles ; and the reſt of the Brain being ſound 
and in its natural State, the Cauſe of thoſe tor- 
menting Pains, and of the Patient's Death, can be 
attributed only to this extraneous Body, 


NN eee 
O BSE RV. VII. 


Upon a conſiderable Aneuriſm cauſed by a Ruption 
of the Artery at the Foint of the Elbow. 


R. Morel, an eminent Surgeon at Paris, 
and of the Hoſpital La Charite, being 
conſulted with Reſpect to an Aneuriſmal Tumour 
upon the Fore- arm of a Perſon ' proceeding from 
an external Cauſe, adviſed him to have the Ope- 
ration performed as ſoon as poſſible, fince the Tu- 


mour was increaſed to ſuch a Magnitude that = 
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Size, or in what Part of the Arm the Artery 
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Skin was ready to open. The Patient conſented 
upon Condition that it was performed at Eon, 


which was the Place of his ordinary Reſidence. 


Mr. Morel's Affairs not permitting him to 
leave Paris, he propoſed my going in his Stead, 
and accordingly I left Paris after Dinner and ar- 
rived at Ene in the Evening, to perform the 
Operation, accompanied with my Friend Mr. 
Beiguet; who went out of Curioſity to ſee the 
Performance. | 

The Patient's Relations, preſuming that the Au- 
euriſina proceeded from a Bleeding that had been 
performed ſeven Weeks before the Tumour ap- 


peared, deſired the Operation ſhould be deferred 


till that Queſtion was decided. Tho? I was almoſt 


certain that the Tumour was not the Conſequence 


of that Bleeding, becauſe the Patient was bled in 
the Cephalick, which runs upon the upper Part of 
the Arm, and 1s too far diſtant for any Branch 
of Artery to be concerned in opening it; ne- 
vertheleſs I poſtponed giving my Opinion, till after 
the Operation, as well to convince them that I 
would carefully examine into the Affair, as to 


be certain of not being miſtaken in giving my 


Judgment raſhly: For, altho* the Cephatick, as I 
have ſaid before, is generally too remote from 
any Artery that may be concerned in opening it; 
nevertheleſs it is not impoſſible, by a very extra- 
ordinary Caſe, to find one, fince ſeveral celebrated 
Practitioners, worthy of Credit, aſſure us to have 


met with one in that Place, and have opened the 


Artery by Miſtake, when they believed it to be 
only the Cephalick. But it was impoſſible to judge 
preciſely by the Sight or Feeling, the Aneuriſmal 
Tumour being, as I ſaid before, of a prodigious 
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was ſituated from whence the Aneuriſm proceeded. 
Nevertheleſs, the Opinion of a Surgeon at Corbeil, 
as raſh as he was ignorant, gave Riſe to this Re- 
port, having aſſured the Patient's Relations that 
the Aneyriſma proceeded from the Bleeding. This 
was contrary to Truth, the Patient himſelf affirm- 
ing, that it happened by ſuddenly lifting a Cart- 
wheel that was ſtuck in the Mire, at which time 
he thought his Arm had been fractured, and that 
the Aneuriſmal Tumour appeared immediately in 
the Bend of his Arm. I made this Digreſſion in 
Favour of young Surgeons, that they may not be 
too precipitate in giving their Opinions. 

Whilſt the Aſſiſtants were thus tormenting them- 
ſelves upon the firſt Cauſe of this Anenriſma, 
which ought to be attributed only to the Rupture 
of the Tunicks of the Artery, occaſioned by the 
extraordinary Effort mentioned before, I was think- 
ing to prepare my Dreſſings for the Operation, 
which they had deferred to the next Day ; and as 
this Operation is one of the moſt difficult in Sur- 
gery, and yet, ſuch as we are frequently obliged 
to perform, I propoſe not to omit any thing in 
the Method uſed to render it ſucceſsful, that the 
Recital may be more uſefu] to young Surgeons, 
for whoſe Advantage it is principally intended. 


I began by making two Rollers, three Fingers 


Breadth each, and two Ells long; four Longi- 
tudinal Compreſſes, of the ſame Breadth as the 
Rollers, foulded in Six doubles, and a Quarter of 
an Ell long; a ſingle Piece of Linnen, cut with 
Six Tails to ſerve for a Plaiſter, and another fold- 
ed double, and cut like the Former, to ſerve for 
a Circular Compreſs; a ſufficient Number of 
Deſſils of Lint, proper to fill up the Space poſ- 


ſeſſed by the extravaſated Blood in the Tumour, 
| Which 
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in SURGER Y. 13 
which muſt be removed, and ſeveral ſmall Com- 
preſſes, gradually increaſing in Bigneſs and proper 
to be placed one above the other, upon the open- 
ing of the Artery, in order to compreſs it. 

Then I prepared the Medicines neceſſary, that is, 
Buttons of Vitriol, Digeſtive, and Aſtringent Pow - 
der to dreſs the Wound at the Beginning, whilſt an 
Hemorrhage is to be apprehended, which I compos'd 
of the Powder of boiled Turpentine, Colophon, Lime, 
Terra ſigillata, and Hares Furr; this is what we 
generally call the dry Digeſtive, with which, the 
Wound is filled the firſt Dreſſings, moderately to 
reſtrain too large a Suppuration, which 1s always 
dangerous when a Flux of Blood 1s to be feared. 

I diſpoſed alſo of the Medicine to ſerve as a Plai- 
ſter, compoſed of Bole-Armeny, the Whites of 
Eggs, Vinegar, and Oil of Roſes, the whole 
reduced into the Form of an Aſtringent Ointment 


of a mean Conſiſtence. 


All theſe were ranged in order upon a large 
Diſh ; then I threaded, with waxed Thread, my 
Needles, made on Purpoſe for the Ligature of the 
Artery, which are crooked, flat in the Curvature, 
with a blunt Point, peirced with an Eye a quarter 
of an Inch above the lower Extremity, to ſlide the 
Thread without paſling it quite under the Artery, 
and are a little flat at the other End to handle them 
more commodiouſly. | 

Beſides this, you muſt have a ſtrong ſilken, or 
Thread Ligature, that will make two or three 
Turns round the Arm, a ftrong Piece of Paſte- 
board a little bent, to place under the Knot of the 
Ligature, and a Tourniquet as thick as my Thumb, 
and four or five Inches long, to ſtraiten the Liga- 


ture, with a I.ongitudinal Compreſs in fix Doubles, 
four 
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four Fingers breadth, and a quarter of an Ell long, 


to place under the Ligature. 


I diſpoſed myſelf, to perform the Operation next 'Y 
Day, at the Time appointed, in the Preſence of 


ſeveral Surgeons. To this End, I placed the Pa- 


tient upon the Side of his Bed, and two Servants 


behind to ſupport him, and ordered his left Arm 
to be held by another, left he ſhould interrupt me, 


then ordering another Servant to take hold of the 
diſtempered Fore- arm, I placed the Circular Com- * 


preſs at the ſuperior Part of the Arm near the 
Armpit, upon which I made two Turns of the Li- 
gature, that was to be ſtraitned by the Tourniquet, 
Then I introduced it underneath the ſecond Turn, 
the Paſteboard being placed under it; and making 


it as tight as was neceſſary, I gave it into the Hand 


of one of the Surgeons, in whom I placed the great- 


eſt Confidence; then deſiring him to ſtraiten it as 


much as I judged proper, as well to diminiſh the 


Pain of the Inciſion as to compreſs the Artery, I 1 


took an Impoſthume Lancet, and thruſt it into the 
Bottom of the Tumour, ſliding it towards the ſu- 
perior Part, and opened it from one End to the 
other, enlarging the Inciſion beſides, both above 
and below, witha Pair of blunt pointed Sciſſors: Thus 
havingmade Room ſufficient to introducemy Fingers 
into the Tumour, I drew out a Porringer full of 
coagulated Blood, which made the Dilatation very 
large, and the Skin being very thin at the Bottom 
of the Tumour, and almoſt mortified, I extirpated 
a Part of it on each Side. 

This laſt Circumſtance proves the abſolute Neceſ- 
ſity there was of performing the Operation, it be- 
ing very probable that the Tumour would ſoon have 
opened of itſelf without Art, and the Patient have 


periſhed by the Hemorrhage, before any Aſſiſtance 
| | could 
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| could be had. Hence we may judge of what Im- 


portance it is to employ Perſons of Capacity in ſuch 


Caſes where an ill Conſequence may be apprehend. 
ed: Since moſt of the Surgeons, who ſaw this Tu- 
maour before Mr. Morel, having taken it for a 
Phlegmon, applied maturating Cataplaſms to it, 


which did not a little contribute toward bringing 


the Tumour into the bad Condition wherein it was 


When all the Blood was evacuated, I ordered 
the Tourniquet to be looſened and then perceived the 
Opening of the Artery, which was a Finger's 
breadth long, and the Borders of it lacerated, by 
which I ſhewed the Aſſiſtants, when the Tourniquet 


was ſtrait, that the Artery had not been pricked, as 


was falſely ſuggeſted, by the Surgeon who had bled 
the Patient ſeveral Weeks before the Aneuriſmal 


4 | Tumour appeared, but was occaſioned by the Ef- 


fort mentioned before. | | 
Having thus cleared the Surgeon from the Want 


of Skill, wherewith he had been unjuſtly taxed, I 


took my threaded Needle, and paſſed it under the 
Artery above the Aperture, and, to facilitate its 
Paſſage, I gave a little Stroak with a Scalpel, to 
the Membrane under the Capſula, and then having 
thruſt it a little beyond the Eye, I laid hold of the 
Thread and drew the Needle back the ſame Way 
it had entered. Aſter this I made a firſt Knot 
immediately upon the Body of the Artery; then 
ordering the Tourniquet to be looſed, that I might be 
certain the Ligature was above the Opening of the 


Veſſel, I put a ſmall Compreſs upon the firſt Knor, 


and made another upon it, after which, ordering 
the Tourniquet to be looſed again, not one Drop 
of Blood came from the Artery. 


For 
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For Fear the firſt Ligature ſhould grow looſe, in 

a Parallel Caſe, it would not be improper to paſs 

another Piece of Thread under the Artery without 

tying it, which might ſupply the Place of the firſt 
in Caſe of Neceſſity. „ ke 

The Ligature being thus made, tho? the Blood 


appeared ſeemingly ſtopped, I however made ano- 
ther under the Aperture of the Veſſel, left ſome 


communicating Branch ſhould afterwards furniſh 


Blood, Then I ſprinkled ſome of my Digeſtive 
Powder into the Wound, and placed gradual Com- 
preſſes upon the Ligature, filling the reſt of the 
Wound with Doſſils dipped in the ſame Powder, 
and Pledgets loaded with it upon the Top, ſtill 
keeping the Tourniquet tight, leſt the Ligature 
ſhould relax by the frequent Pulſations of the Ar- 
tery. 
Moreover, I took Care to raiſe the gradual 
Compreſſes and Doſſils above a Level with the 
Teguments, that the Bandage might make a ſtron- 
ger Compreſſion upon the Artery, than the Lateral 
Parts of the Arm, ſo that, by this means, the Juices 
had a Freedom of Circulation in thoſe Parts which 
the Tenſion of the Aneuriſmal Tumour had render'd 
inclinable to mortify. | 
Then I applied the Piece of Linnen loaded with 
Aſtringent Ointment in Form of a Plaiſter, after- 


ward the Compreſs over the whole Arm dipped in 


Aromatick Wine, then the Longitudinal Com- 
preſſes croſſed upon the Place of the Ligature, af- 
ter this the firſt Roller, which I croſſed upon 
the Bend of the Elbow, and gradually brought 
it under the Armpit : Over this I applied another 
Roller, which I began with at the Wriſt, and con- 
tinued 1t to the Shoulder moderately ſtrait, 

= When 


the Artery 1 in eight Days, 


SURGERY. 17 


When the Bandage was applied, . I removed the 
Tourniquet, and the Patient was put into Bed, with 
his Arm placed at- an obtuſe Angle upon a Pillow, 
in a Situation a little elevated, ordering a Servant 


to keep his Hand preſſing upon the Bend of the 


Arm for the Space of twelve Hours. 

The Patient endured this tedious Operation with 
abundance of Reſolution, and often repeated to us, 
that the Tourniquet had given him more Pain, than 


the reſt of the Operation. 


The Perſon's Relations having engaged me to 
ſtay till the next Day, I took off the firit Dreſſing 
in twenty-four Hours after the Operation, with this 
Precaution, to fix the Tourniquet in the ſame Place 
it was before, that if the Ligature ſhould happen 
to grow looſe I might command the Blood. I found 
that the Doſſils, Powders, and Compreſſes were 


cemented together, and made one Maſs, which I 


drew away at once, taking Care to looſen gently 
the Ends of the Ligature of the Artery which were 


adherent to it. 


Then I dreſſed the Wound as I had done before, 
excepting, that I made an Anodyne Embrocation 
from the Shoulder to the Hand before I applied the 
Aſtringent, inſtead whereof a Diapalma Plaiſter 


was ſubſtituted the nexr Day. The Ligature upon 
and Mr, Che- 


minte, the Surgeon of the Place, who dreſſed him 
afterwards, mundified, incarned, and cicatriſed the 


Wound in thirty Days. 
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OBSERV. VIII. 


Upon an Operation for the Stone attempted by an 


ignorant Surgeon. 


neray, to cut a Gentleman 82 Years of Age 


O the 20th of March, 1696, I was ſent for to 
0 


for the Stone, who had been afflicted wich Nephri- 


tick Pains for four Years before. Having a Diffi- 
culty in making Water, a Surgeon propoſed the 


Introduction of a Probe into the Bladder, which he 


patiently endured, and having felt a Stone with the 
End of his Probe, told him, there was no other Me- 
thod of curing him than to perform the Operation, 
and that no Time was to be loſt, ſince an Inflam- 
mation in the Neck of the Bladder would ſoon 
happen, and then it would be impoſſible to probe 
him. The Gentleman fearing this Accident, con- 
ſented to all the Surgeon had Raſhneſs enough to 
undertake, and promiſed to perform that Opera- 
tion with Eaſe, which he had never attempted be- 
fore, either upon a living, or dead Body; and I 
am Witneſs, that when he was under me at Hotel 
Dieu, he neglected many Opportunities of ſeeing 
it performed: Neither had he one Inſtrument that 
was neceſſary, and was obliged to ſend to Paris 
to buy them, otherwiſe this Novice in Lithotomy 
could never have made an Eſſay z which would 

have been very fortunate to the Gentleman. 
He employed a Carpenter in the mean Time to 
make a Table proper to faſten the Patient to in 
the 
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the Operation: But without mentioning the ill Uſe 


the Operator made of it, it was very unneceſſary 
for him to make all theſe Preparations, ſince an 
Armed Chair well faſtened to a Table would have 
ſerved for the Purpoſe, and it is only in Hoſpitals, 
where a great Number of Perſons are cut Spring 
and Fall, that there is Occaſion for one of theſe 
Tables, the Back whereof is contrived to riſe and 
fall according to the Size of the Patient. 

At length the Inſtruments being brought, and 


the Day fixed for the Operation, this expert Ope- 


rator apprized the Phyſicians and Surgeons of Char- 
tres, ſeveral Prieſts in the Neighbourhood, and 
Friends of the Patient to be Witneſſes of his Per- 
formance, to which they were utter Strangers. 
He placed his Patient upon the Chair, and faſ- 
tened him to it according to the uſual Method; 


then introducing his Cranulated Probe into the Blad-- 


der, as I am told he did, he made his Inciſion up- 
on it, and endeavoured to introduce the Gorgeret 
by the Aperture, and then imagined he could inſi- 


nuate his Dilatatory; after which, believing that 


he had penetrated into the Bladder, he offered to 
make his Forceps enter, uſing all imaginable En- 
deavours to introduce them, but wichvut Succels, 
and at length was obliged to abandon the Opera- 
tion, and put his Patient into Bed. 

Soon after this, even the ſame Day, one of the 
Phyſicians, whom he aſſured of better Succeſs up- 
on a ſecond Attempt, told him, that he had nothing 
to do but to proceed, the Patient's Condition requi- 
ring immediate Aſſiſtance. He expoſed him a ſecond 
Time, and after many Trials, and torturing this 
unhappy Victim of his Ignorance to ſuch a Degree 
that the by Standers were ready to fall into a Syn- 


cope, he was obliged to confeſs himſelf at a Loſs. 
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The unhappy Gentleman thus abandoned to his diſ- 
mal Fate, was dreſſed of his Wound, which heal- 
ed in 15 Days: A ſufficient Proof, that our pre- 
tended Lithotomiſt had not opened the Canal of the 
Urethra, in his Operation; beſides, not one Drop 
ol Urine came out by the Wound, 

For the preſent, they contented themſelves with 
inſtructing the Patient how to probe himſelf with 
the Algaly, to make Water. His Pains increaſed 
more, and more, in Proportion as he made Uſe of 
the Probe, and his Inelinations to make Water re- 


turned ſo frequently, that he was under a Neceſſity 


of probing himſelf 50 or 60 Times in a Day, and 
as often at Night. 

He could not keep any longer in his Bed, being 
obliged to lye upon a Couch before the Fire. The 
Irritation of the Probe ſo often introduced, occa- 


ſioned a Diſcharge of Blood with his Urine, beſides, 


abundance of Slime, and Pus, reſembling the 


Whites of Eggs, and the violent Shocks of a Fe- 


ver, with which he was frequently attacked, gave 


Reaſon to believe, that he could not undergo the 
Operation. - 

A little Time after the Attempt of the firſt Ope- 
ration, J happening to be at Soulers near Chartres, a 
Perſon for whom I have a great Eſteem engaged 
me to pay him a Viſit, whom I found in a moſt 
deplorable Condition. 

He paſſed the Years 94 and 9z in theſe cruel 
Tortures, his Phyſicians not thinking him able to 
undergo the Operation, for the Reaſons mentioned 
before. At lengih in the Year 96, the Patient 
wrote a preſſing Letter to me, deſiring I would come 
to perform the Operation. The miſerable Condi- 
tion in which I had ſcen him, and eighteen Months 
that he had ſince 5 in Agonies, diſſuaded me 
| abſo- 
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abſolutely from going, not perceiving the leaſt Proſ- 
pect of Succeſs, But the firſt Preſident of the Court 
of Aides and the Counteſs of Vauvineux ſent for me, 
earneſtly requeſting that I wouldafiord the Gentleman 
that Satisfaction, which I conſented to, after giving 
my Prognoſtick, by aſſuring them, that he 
was not in a Condition to reap any Benefit from 
the Operations, or even to ſupport it. 

When I arrived at the Gentleman's Seat at [me- 
ray, I found him lying upon a Couch by the Fire 
Side. He roſe immediately, and took the Probe 
to make himſelf Urine before me, attended with 
the ſame Pains that had preceded his making Wa- 
ter for a long Time, and defired IT would feel the 
Stone, which I had done eighteen Months before, 
when I ſaw him the firſt Time. | 

I performed the Operation next Morning, not 
being able to withſtand his earneſt Solicitations. 
It was performed without much Pain and expedi- 
tiouſly enough, and I extracted from him at that 
Time fourteen Stones, reſembling ſo many Dice. 

I ſhould obſerve that, before I penetrated into 
the Bladder, I found a hard Lump of Fleſh five 
Fingers Breadth thick, and diſcovered {ome car- 
nous Subſtances on the Sides of the Bladder, Which. 


oppoſed the Introduction of the Inſtruments. 


This carnous Excreſcehce was extremely ſenſible, 
and cauſed the ſame Pains before making W ater, 
after the Operation, as he endured before he was 
delivered of the Stones, altho* I had introduced a 
long Canula into the Bladder, to make the Urine 
paſs with more Eaſe, 

Two Days after the Operation, being willing to 


be convinced whether any other Stone remained, 


I thruſt a Woman's Probe into the Wound, and 
diſcovering one, I ſlid a Pair of {mall Forceps 
C4 along 
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along the Probe, which would not paſs without 


creating violent Pains, on Account of the hard 


Fleſh, and the carnous Excreſcences that obſtructed 


its Paſſage, However, I extracted two Stones re- 
ſembling the former, which made ſixteen : After 
which I made Injections into the Bladder, and tho? 
the Urine was freely diſcharged and in a large 
Quantity thro' the Canula, his Pains increaſed to 
that Degree, that he died eight Days after the 
Operation, 


R E MAR K. 


It is very probable, that if this Gentleman had 


employed a ſkilful Operator at firſt, who had ex- 
tracted theſe Stones at a Time when the Patient had 


Strength ſufficient to ſupport the Operation, and 
when his Bladder was not in fo bad a State as I af- 
terwards found it, there would have been reaſonable 
Hopes of Succeſs, ſince he withſtood thoſe cruel 
Tortures for the Space of two Years, till the con- 
tinual Irritations of the Probe having rendered the 
Bladder ſchirrhus, put it out of the Power of Re- 
lict by the Operation. 


OBSERV. IX. 


Upou an Enteromphalos. 


Goldſmith's Daughter, 14 Years of Age, was 
trequently troubled with a Strangulation of 

the Inteſtine at the Navel, which formed a Tu- 
(our 
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mour of the Bigneſs of a Gooſe's Egg, attended 


with ſuch violent Pains that ſhe became Livid in 
the Face, inſomuch that it was thought ſhe was 


ready to expire every Moment. 


Being ſent for to give my Opinion in this Dil- 
temper, I declared that it could not be cured with- 
out the Operation, and the Parents conſenting to 
it, I performed it in the following Manner on the 
11th of Nov, 1694. | 

IJ took a ſtrong Piece of Thread well waxed, 
which I doubled into four, and having two young 
Surgeons to aſſiſt me, I laid the Child upon its 
Back croſs the Knees of one of my Aſſiſtants, 
whilſt others held her firm in that Poſture by the 
Feet and Shoulders. Then I reduced the Inteſtine 
into the Abdomen, and pinching up the Navel, I 
raiſed it as high as I could, and ordered it to be 
thus held by a Servant, who kept it ſuſpended in 
this Situation. | 

When I had done this, I took the waxed Thread, 
and applied it as cloſe to the Belly as. poſſible, 
making the Surgeons Knot ; but before I drew it 
tight, I ordered my Aſſiſtant to preſs the Bottom 
of the ſuſpended Part, where I propoſed to make 


the Knot, drawing up the Navel at the ſame Time, 


left the Inteſtine ſhould be ingaged in the Li- 
gature, and now drew the Knot as tight as I 
could, and made another upon it: But the Liga- 
ture growing looſe two Days after, in Proportion 
as the Part included in the Knot mortified, I made 
a ſtronger, being thoroughly convinced that the 


Inteſtine was not engaged in the former, 


This ſecond Ligature was no ſooner made, but 
the Tumour became as black as a Mulberry, and 
appeared tumefied with coagulated Blood, and three 
Days after I made a third, which I drew ſtraiter 
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than the two preceding, and then took off the 
whole Tumour a quarter of an Inch above the Li- 
gatures, which ſeparated on the twelfth Day, and 
the Ulcer was compleatly cicatriſed in forty. 


The Child has been in good Health ever ſince, 
and has felt no Pains of the Cholick. Dr. Save, of 


the Faculty of Paris, agreed that the Operation 
was very neceſſary, when I aſſured him that it might 


be performed without Danger. 
Since that Time, another Girl being ſo cruelly 


tormented with the ſame Diſeaſe, that ſhe could not 


reſt Night nor Day, was happily cured by the ſame 
Operation, and from that Time, exempt from all 


Cholicks and Pains in the Belly, 
. 


I know that the Cauſe of theſe Umbilical Her- 


niæ, which ſo frequently happen to Children ſoon 
after they are born, is ſufficiently underſtood by able 
Surgeons; but as I write this for the Inſtruction of 
Youth, I muſt remark, that the moſt general Cauſe 
of this Inconveniency proceeds from the Midwives 
Error in making the Ligature of the Umbilical 
Veſſels at too great a Diſtance from the Belly, ſay- 
ing, that what 1s ſuperfiuous will afterwards ſepa- 
rate; which, indeed, happens to many: But it is 
ſufficient that Accidents happen to ſome, to engage 
all thoſe who are concerned in the Practice of 
Midwifery, to make the Ligature as cloſe as poſ- 
ſible to the Belly, in order to prevent thoſe Dila- 
tations to which Children are enough expoſed, 
without contributing more to it by this Error; and 
this is what I do, and always ſhall obſerve in ma- 
king that Ligature. | 
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Or82 nv. X. 


Upon « a Deſcent of the Womb, 


N the 15th of January, 1693, I opened the 
Body of a Woman, who had a Deſcent of 
the Womb at Hotel Dieu, in the Preſence of ſeveral 
Surgeons and Midwives. After opening the Ab- 
domen and ſeparating the Os Pubis, I found that a 
carnous Subſtance, which appeared externally, was 
only a Tumefaction of the Vagina, into the mid- 
dle whereof the internal Orifice of the Womb was 
ſo far advanced that it might be ſuperficially felt; 
and by continuing to trace the Progreſs of that 
Organ to the Hypogaſtrick Region, f diſcovered, 


and demonſtrated to the Spectators, that the great- 


eſt Part of the Womb was out of that Cavity, and 
in the Vagina, without being in the leaſt tumefied 
or altered, in ſuch Manner that the very Bottom 
was deſcended to the Os Pubis. Mr. Du Lernay, a 

celebrated Profeſſor of Surgery and Anatomy in 
the Royal Garden of Plants, was Witneſs to this 


Diſſection. 
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OB s E Rv. XI. 


Upon the ſame Subject. 


HE 2oth of the ſame Month, 93, I opened the 

Body of another Woman who had a De- 
ſcent of . ſame Kind, and tho' the Vagina was 
much leſs tumefied, than in the preceding Caſe, 
nevertheleſs, the internal Orifice of the Womb 
manifeſtly appeared externally; and we diſco- 
vered, by opening the Hypogaſtrium, that the 
whole Womb was llipt into the outward 
Tumour, tho' the broad Ligaments ſeemed no 
Way diſtended, their Membranous Subſtance 


ſuffering them to yield with eaſe. 


RT EP SUSAN 
0 B 8 ERV. XII. 


Upon the ſame Subject. 


HE, 26th of the ſame Month, a third Wo- 
man was brought to the Hoſpital, extremely 
ill of a continual Fever, and was troubled with a 
conſiderable Deſcent of the Womb at the fame 
Time. As ſhe was abſolutely in a deplorable 
Condition, I defired ſome Surgeons, who had the 


A as well as my elf, of being fatisfied in 
ſuch 


n SURGERY. 27 


uch Facts, to acquaint me when ſhe was dead, 
; 720 ſpoke to the Siſters of the Ward to give me 
She ame Notice. The Deſire J had of convincing 
Mr. Verduc, Doctor in Phyſick, of the Abſurdity 
| pf the Opinion he maintained, founded upon the 
Authority of ſeveral Authors, who in all Proba- 
bility were no better inſtructed upon that Head, 
than himſelf, that the Womb was never diſplaced ; 
Ithat what was called a Deſcent of the Womb, 
was only a Relaxation of the Vagina; and that the 
Reduction I had made upon a Girl at Thoulouſe, 
which had made a conſiderable Noiſe at Paris, 
was not of the Womb, but the Vagina; the De eſire 
I had, I ſay, of convincing him of the Falſity in 
that Reſpect, was the Reaſon that I omitted no 
Opportunity of proving him in an Error. 
The Woman dying ſoon after, before I began 
to open the Body, I defired the Surgeons and 
Midwifes who were preſent, to feel and remark 
carefully the internal Orifice of the Womb, which 
appeared externally of a conſiderable Size andThick- 
; nels, that they might have ocular Demonſtration 
' [FE when the Hypogaſtrium was opened, whether this 
| Orifice would not communicate by Continuity to 
the Extremity of the Womb. 
Then opening the lower Belly and the Hypoga- 
| rick Region, they might as eaſily perceive as my 
{ ſelf, that the Womb was not in the ZHypogaſtrium, 
| but had paſſed under the Os Pubis into the Vagina. 
- | Afterward, taking my Probe, I introduced it by 
this external .Orifice of the Womb to the Bottom, 
and dividing it longitudinally, the Truth we were 
| ſeeking plainly appear'd; that is, the Womb was 
opened in its whole Length. 
For, is it impoſſible when the Vagina is exceſ- 
ſively tumefied, and comes out, that its Fibres con- 
ſiderably 
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ſiderably contracting, may not draw out the Bodfomb 
of the Womb, to which they are faſtened, and thyents, 
with ſo much the greater Facility, becauſe uFiſpoſi 
Womb by its own Weight has a natural Tendencſre-efi 
downward. | port. 
I am farther confirmed in my Opinion of the in th 
Poſſibility of the Womb's Deſcent, from the Knowh, me, 
ledge I have of ſeveral Women, who being troufwnt 
bled with that Diforder, eaſily reduce it when theyſhe had 
are not with child, and feel no Inconvenieneſh ſuch 


when they have been pregnant two or thrajhexpre: 
Months. | the of 
oven! 
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The Conſequence of ſome Facts touching the ſama to 
1 Subject. 5 1 ol 

nd the 

ledici 


Lady of my Acquaintance, at preſent farf,, the 

advanced in Years, began to have a De- 7 
ſcent of the Womb after her firſt lying-in ; ſhe 
has ſince had eight Children and is in good eg 
Health, altho* it is forty Years from her fir, re. 
Pregnancy. She would never wear a Peſſary.] 1 hae 
The Deſcent happens when ſhe walks much, and] bs © 
ſhe reduces it eaſily when ſhe repoſes. This Di- SS 
ſtemper, tho? of ſo long continuance, would not, 
be incurable, if it depended only upon the Vagina, he Les 
as our Doctor and many other Authors falfly ima- Wink 
gine; it would be only applying ſuch Medicines 70088 


as are proper to diſſolve the Calloſity, like thoſe}, 11. 


that happen in other Parts. But a Deſcent of the , 1. 
| Womb | 
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Bodiyomb is no more than a Relaxation of the Liga- 
d thagents, without being diſtemper'd itſelf; yet the 
c tifiſpoſition alters when it comes out, and cannot 
denchfere-eſtabliſhed, without being reduced, and kept 
ported by a Peſſary. 

thi in the Month of June 1699, a Woman came 
ou me, expreſſing a very great Concern on Ac- 
troupunt of a Deſcent of the Womb, with which 
 thejſhe had been long afflicted, and had reduced” tus 
lenchhh ſuch a State that ſhe could not walk without 
three rexpreſſible Pains: Two large Ulcers at the Bor- 
er of the Vagina contributed much to this In- 
onveniency, but had their Seat in the Womb, 
which came out of the Vulva the Bigneſs of a 
jo penny Loaf. I propoſed the Uſe of the Peſ- 
ry to her, but ſhe informed me, that having of- 
n attempted to wear it, ſhe had reaped no Be- 
Fefit, becauſe it always ſell out as ſoon as ſhe be- 
ſang to walk. 

ordered her to keep in Bed for two Days, 
nd then, while ſeveral Goſſips propoſed different 
Medicines for the Cure of thoſe Ulcers, I redu- 
ed the Deſcent; uſing a Peſſary which kept the 
Yomb ſo well in its ſituation, that it never fell 
own ſince, and without Doubt theſe Ulcerations 
aled by the natural Balſam, when the Womb 
Tas reduced to its ordinary Place. 

I had made the like Experiment almoſt at Hotel 
Dieu ſeveral Years before, when I followed Mr. 
'Þarbe one of the Phyſicians of the Hoſpital to 
inte his Preſcriptions, There was a Woman in 
e Legats Ward who had a Deſcent of the Womb 
at was entirely ulcered, and the Volume of the 
lumour as big as a Child's Head, I applied 
enollient and reſolving Fomentat ions for five or 
1 Days, and then reduced the Deſcent without 

any 
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any Regard to the Ulcers. Afterwards, I uſel 


a Peſſary of Cork, which not being capable t 
ſupport ſo great a Weight, I had a ſteel Plat 
made, which was faſtened to a Girdle by Mean 
of a Spring that bent into the Vulva, at the Ex 
tremity whereof a ſmall Pad was placed, whit 
retained the Womb in its natural Situation, Thi 


Woman perfectly recovered, and has ſince oft 


returned me Thanks for my Care and Aſſiſtance. 
I remember another Woman in the Lying. 


Ward from whom I extracted a Globe of Box thi 


was made for Bowling, which ſhe had introduce 
into the Vulva herſelf to ſtop a Deſcent of t 
Womb, that incommoded her. This extranea 
Body being grown fætid by its long ſtay in th; 
Part, cauſed inſupportable Smartings and Pain 
by the Excoriations it had occaſioned in the 
gina. She complained to the Chief Midwik 
and TI extracted this pretended Peſſary with 
Pair of Forceps uſed in the Extraction of f 
Stone, and had no ſmall Difficulty to lay hol 
of it becauſe of its Size and Rotundity, wi 
made it ſlip from the Inſtrument, 
Detergent Injections were afterwards uſed, a 
When the Ulcerations were healed, we introduc 
a Peſſary of Cork covered with Wax, which wt 
the lighteſt and moſt ſupportable of thoſe Inſing 
ments, and ſhe has been perfectly relieved en 
ſince. 5 

Some Time after another Woman in the Leo 
Ward being much incommoded by a Ball 
Wax which ſhe had introduced ſeveral Years 0 
fore to ſupport a Deſcent of the Womb, defir 
that I would deliver her of it, which I perform 
with Difficulty, the Wax breaking in Pieces | 
tween the Branches of my Inſtrument, which 0 


lig 
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4 liged me to introduce it thirty Times ſucceſſively 
into the Vagina before the whole was extracted, 
and all the Fragments of Wax amaſſed together 
weighed above a Pound. The ſame Injections 
were uſed as to the Former, and from that time 
the Womb was retained in its natural Situation, by 

a Cork Peſſary garniſhed with Wax. | 

A third Woman ſent for me ſoon after to ex- 
tract a Peſſary of Cork which ſhe had introduced 
herſelf without being covered with Wax ; ſhe had 
vorn it a Jong Time, and that ſpongious Sub- 
# ſtance being ſwelled with Moiſture had contract- 
ed a Putrefaction, when Ulcerations proceeded 
that were very incommodious and troubleſome. 

I would have extracted this extraneous Body by 
thruſting my Finger into the Hole in the middle 
of it, but it broke in Pieces, and I could not 
draw any of the Fragments out with my Finger, 
| which obliged me to uſe my Forceps, as I had 
done in the two preceeding Caſes, and I extracted 
# the whole in ſeven or eight Attemps. As the 
violent Pains occaſioned by the Stay of this ex- 
traneous Body had cauſed a conſiderable Fever, I 
bled her twice, and ſhe was perfectly cured by 
ſuch Injections as were uſed to the two former, 
and the Deſcent ſupported by a Peſſary. 
\ - Theſe three different extraneous Bodies that I 
extracted from theſe three Women had an inſup- 
portable Odour, and the Box Bowl which I pre- 
ſerved a long Time, after many Lotions and Infu- 
ſions in ſpirituous Liquors, ſtill retained its ill 
Scent for above Six Months. It is neceſſary to 
obſerve, that not only Women who have born 
Children are troubled with Deſcents of the Womb, 
but ſometimes Maidens and Nuns, to whom J 
have been often obliged to give Peſſarys. * 

| e 
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The 26th of March 1693, a Woman was brought 
to Hotel Dieu grievouſly afflicted with a continual 
Fever, and incommoded beſides with ſo conſide- 
rable a Deſcent of the Womb, that the Vagina 
was half a Foot out of the Pulva; and the inter- 


nal Orifice of the Womb appeared at the Extre- 


mity of this Elongation as plain as I ever ſaw it Þ* 


in my Life, altho' I have ſeen and handled many 


within theſe ten Years, that I have been Chief f 


the Lying-in Ward, where I frequently made De- 
monſtrations, as well upon Female dead Bodies for 
the Inſtruction of Apprentices and Midwives, and 
upon living Women to diſtinguiſh the Time of 


their Pregnaney, in order to admit them to lye- Þ 
in at the Hoſpital, or to fend them back till the! 


Term is compleated : In which, however, we may 
be often deceived. 

This Woman died the ſixth of April following, 
and as it happened at a Time when I was eager 
of Information in this Diſtemper of the NMerus by 
reiterated Obſervations, I was glad to have un- 
derſtanding Witneſſes, leſt my own Eyes ſhould 
be deceived. Therefore I opened the Body in Pre- 
fence of a Phyſician and ſeveral Surgeons. 

I had reduced this Elongation when ſhe firſt 
came to the Hoſpital, upon Account of the pain- 
ful Ulcerations in the Part which would have in- 
creaſed and degenerated into a Gangrene. 

began by opening the lower Belly, that 1 

might thruſt thoſe Parts out again which I had 
reduced before but firſt I defired them to obſerve 
that all the Parts were in their natural Situation, ex- 
cept the Womb, which was under the Os Pubis; 
then I pinched up the internal Orifice of the Womb 
by the external Aperture, and brought it out as 


it was before the Reduction. This ent came 
| 45 
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u De 
as low, as that of the Girl at Thoulorje, of whom 
I ſhall ſpeak hereafter. 

The whole Body of the Womb was out of the 
Hypogaſirium, and the Bottom of it under the Os 
Pubis; and its internal Orifice elongated, which 
proves the Action of the Fibres of the Vagina up- 
on that Orifice, by doubling themſelves at the Ex- 
tremity of the Deſcent, as does the ſtrait Gut in 
Children, when it falls out of the Aung. After this 
I thruit the Deſcent into the Regio Hypogaſtrica, by 
which Means theſe Parts reaſſumed their natural 
Situation, | 1 

It appears from hence, that if this Woman, when 
alive, had always lain down, the Deſcent being 


once reduced, the Parts would have retained their 


natural Poſition; whereas by walking or upon 
any Effort whatſoever, they muſt fall back, un- 
leſs ſupported by Means of a Peſſary, as I have 
already ſufficiently inſinuated. | 


Nee A A AS SR ISI PAL: 
OBSE RV. XIV. 
Von a Prolapſus Ani. 


Was ſent for the ſame Year to ſee a Child 
1 who had a falling down of the Rectum, a 
Foot in Length. I attempted to reduce it with 
my Hands at firſt ; but what entered on one fide 
came out by the other, ſo that I was obliged to 
requeſt the Aſſiſtance of two Surgeons who were 
preſent z theſe two having their Fingers armed with 
a Piece of fine Linnen, ſecured the Portion 
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of the Inteſtine on each. Side as I preſſed it in, and 


this Reduction could not be performed but after a 


long Time. 

Then I madea large Tent of Lint, which I paſſed 
thro' a thick Comprels, and covering it with an 
Aſtringent introduced it into the Anus, apply ing 
the T. Bandage over all. 

For a certain Time they removed the Tent 
when the Child wanted to go backwards, com- 


1 the Sides of the Anus at the ſame Time, 


eſt the Inteſtine ſhould fall out. 

Fortifying Injections, made with Aſtringent 
Wine were likewiſe uſed, and Compreſſes dip- 
ped in the ſame Liquor applied externally, by 
means of which Medicines the Child was periectly 
cured, 

Reflecting upon the Length of this Relaxation 


of the Inteſtine, I believe it probable, that che 


Rectum was not concerned in it alone, and that 
the Colon which follows it, might furniſh a Part: 
And what confirms me in this Thought is, that I 
have obſerved that thoſe who have theſe large 
Deſcents of the Inteſtine, are troubled with Incli- 


nations to vomit, which proceeds from the Junc- 
tion of the Colon to the Stomach by means of the 
Epiploon, ſo that this Inteſtine cannot be conſi- 
derably relaxed, without cauſing an Action un- 


eaſy to the Stomach. 
J have ſeen leaden or Tin Canulas introduced 


into the Anys after the Reduction of the Inteſtine, 


inſtead of a Tent of Lint; thoſe who make uſe 
of them pretending that the Excrements may paſs 


thro' them, without any Fear of the Deſcent of the 


Gut: But, beſides the Pain occaſined by theſe 
Canulas on Account of their Inflexibility, and 


that they may be diſcharged with the Excrements 
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Inteſtines, they grow ſo filthy that a new one is 
required every dreſſing. 


Ne 2d 8228 28228288228 2828289 
OBS ERV. XV. 


pen a Deſcent of the Womb, which was at firſt 


taken at Thoulouſe, and afterwards at Paris, fer 
an Hermaphrodite. 


Native of Thoulouſe came to Paris in the 

Year 1693, in a Man's Habit, and a Sword 
by his Side, having his Hair hanging down like 
a Girl's notwithſtanding, tied behind with a Rib- 
bon after the Spaniſh and Neapolitan Faſhion, a 
cocked up Hat, and the reſt of the Dreſs like 
that of other Men. 

She made a great Noiſe at Paris among the 
Phyſicians and Surgeons, ſaying that ſhe was an 
Hermaphrodite ; that is, that ſhe had the Parts 
natural to both Sexes, and was capable of uſing 
both. She appeared at the publick and private 
Aſſemblies of Perſons belonging to theſe two Pro- 


feſſions, and ſuffered herſelf to be examined for a_ 


ſlender Reward by ſuch as had the Curioſity. 
But amongſt thoſe who examined her, very few 
had ſufficient Knowledge and Experience to judge 
of her Diſtemper; for which Reaſon, the Ma- 
Jority ſuffered themſclves to be led into an Opini- 


on by her Diſcourſe, and to believe her an Her- 


maphrodite, becauſe this Opinion was favourable 
to her by exciting the Curioſity of all Sorts of 
D 2 People 


by. * 


by the Impulſe of the Periſtaltick Motion of the 
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People to ſee her. Even ſome Phyſicians and 
Surgeons of Eminence loudly confirmed her to be 
what ſhe ſaid ſhe was, who by this means made 


It appeary that a Perſon may have an extraord1- 


nary Reputation in Phyſick or Surgery, without 

a ſolid Fund of Knowledge and a real Capacity. 
The Abbot of St. Han, who was a Perſon of 

Diſt inction, Doctor in Phykick, and came often to 


the Tiofpital for the Inſtruction of the Poor, to 
whom he gave large Alms, mentioned this Girl 


to me as a compleat Hermaphrodite, He ſhewed 

ne ſeveral Letters from 77 lee wrote to him 
upon that Occaſion, by which it appeared that the 
M agiſtrates of that City, upon a Certificate of the 


Phylic; ans and Surgeons in their Juriſdiction, 


who had declared her to be more Male tha Fe- 
male, had paſſed a Sentence, that for the future 
ſhe hould wear a Man's E abit, under Pain of 
corporal Puniſhment, All the Surgeons of 
Hotel Dieu had 1ezn her, and it ſeemed as tho? 
I was the only one wh 9 wal not curious enough 
to ſee this Prodigy. As they all offered to bring 
her to Hlalel Dieu that I might examine her in 
their Preſence ; I promiſed them readily to com- 
ply, telling them at the ſame Time, that I be- 
hieved their monſtrous Sight was nothing more 


than a Deſcent of the Uterus. 


In ſhort, ſhe came to me at the Evenings 
Dreſſings, which being finiſhed, I ordered her 
into the Surgery for the weunded, the Place I had 
fixed upon {or this Examination. Before ſhe ſub- 
mitted to be viſited the inſiſted that every one 
preſent ſhould give her a Penny, and I was the 
firſt who tarished her Demand. 

At firit ſhe would make me believe that he 
had been familiar with Women; but this was ſoon 
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deſtroyed by her own Anſwers, in Proportion as I 
examined her carefully upon each Part, I began 
by her Breaſt, which was as arge as a Maid« en's 
Thirty Years of Age, and I believe that was near 
her own. Then I examined the Deſcent of the 
Womb, which came eight or ten Inches in length 
out of the Julva, very large above, rear the Os 
Pubis, where the Body of the Worab was deſcend- 
ed, covered over with the Vagina turned back 
like a Glove, and proceeded continually dimi- 
niſhing to the Extremity of the Deſcent, which 

was no larger than a Walnut, and the internal 
Orifice of the Womb was vifivie, irom whence 
ſome Menſtrual Blood was diſcharged at this 
Time. As to the upper Part of this Tumour, 
it was as large as a Penny Loat, or ſomewhat 
more, 

I obliged her to make Water before the Com- 
pany, becauſe ſhe ſaid the Urine had two Pal- 
ſages: And to demonſtrate to the contrary, I held 
the Labia aſunder whilſt ſhe did it, by 
which means the Spectators perceived the Mentis 
Urinarius, from whence alone the Urine was diſ- 
charged, But, what occaſioned her to believe 
that the Urine came thro? two Paſſuges was, that 
the Urine, paſſing thro? the natural canal, ſpread 
itſelf into the Deſcent even to its Extremit v, 
whence they had made her to believe ſhe had a 
Membrum Virile. Moreover, as this Deſcent had 
not been reduced for a long Time, it ſcemed to 
be covered with a true £pidermis. 

When I had examined this Deſcent to my, own 
Satisfaction and to that of the Aﬀembly, Mr. de &. 
Uſſans aſked me if there was any Hopes of the 
poor Creature's Recovery. I anſwered him, that 


the Deſcent might be inſallibly reduced after necaſ- 
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ſary Preparations ; upon which, the Abbot taking 
her in private, prevailed upon her by his Remon- 
ſtrances to quit a Man's Habit and ſubmit to the 
Reduction of the Tumour ; that ſhe might no 
longer lead a vagabond and libertinous Lite, 
which was not agreeable to her real Sex, all that 
the World had made her underſtand upon that 
Head being a mere Illuſion, of which ſhe would 
be convinced when ſhe found her ſelf in the Con- 
dition of other Women. 

I ordered a Bed to be prepared for her in St, 
Auſtin's Ward, and Mother St. Remy, who was 
then upon Duty, coming to receive her at the 
Door, after the common Viſit, put her on a clean 
Night Cap, a fick Perſon's Gown, and laid her in 
a Bed by herſelf. 

The next Day ſhe was bled in the Arm, after- 
wards twice purged, and fomented three Times per 
Day for the Space of five Days; then I reduced 
this Maſs into its natural Situation in a very ſhort 
Time, in Preſence of above thirty Phyſicians 
and Surgeons, who came out of Curioſity to ſee 
the Operation, and were all ſurpriſed to find what 
had occaſioned ſuch various Diſcourſe, ſo ſoon ef- 
taced by this Reduction, | 

After the Operation, I ordered Compreſſes ſteep- 
c ain Aromatick Wine to be applied to the Hy- 
pogaſtrick Region as well as upon the Vulva, be- 
ing firſt well fomented; and a few Days after, : 
altho* a Cork Peſſary covered with Wax was in- | 
rroduced to prevent its falling again, I ſtill obliged | 
her to keep her bed very regularly for a Fortnight. C 
Thus having performed the Cure of this Deſcent, | 
the true Senſe of that inexplicable Enigma of Her- 
maphrodite was unfiddled, | 


Mr, 


— | omar LY 4 ws UV 


55 
22 
> 
1 
4 2 * 
5 
5 
3 x41 « 
6 
3 
1 
* WE 
3 
ff i 
99 
1 
5 0 
Hy 
"2M 
2 
* 2 
"5B 
ws 
vi 
"-*& 
_ 
» 45 
+" 5 
1 208 
; 
7 
_ 
4 
— 
3 
9 9 
93 
RS 
* 
2 
rs 
2 4 
3 2 
3 
N 
* 
\ 
#27 


in SURGER Y. 39 

Mr. de St. Uſſans, moved with Compaſſion for 
this unhappy Creature, who underſtood no Em- 
ployment, bus ſuch as any one of each Sex might 
exerciſe, and who had ſubſiſted till this Time only 
by what was given her for ſhewing herſelf from 
Town to Town; Mr. de St. Lans, I fay, cloathed 
her in an Habit ſuitable to her Sex, and bound 
her Apprentice to a Sempſtreſs for three Years to 
learn the Trade. But this poor Creature being a 
long time accuſtomed to a free Life, often came to 
me complaining of the Hardſhips ſhe underwent 
with her Miſtreſs, and at length was ſo far 
diſpleaſed at the Confinement of her Apprentice- 


ſhip that ſhe left it before her Time was expired, 


and I have heard nothing of her ſince, 

After this Patient was cured, many boaſted 
that they underſtood her Diſtemper, and had ad- 
viſed her to the Operation I had performed : but 
as I had informed my ſelf of the Patient relating 
to that Particular, of the Opinions of all the Phy- 
ſicians and Surgeons to whom ſhe had ſhewn 
herſelf ; ſhe declared with all the Sincerity pol- 
fible, and even without my preſſing her to know 
it, that there was only one amongſt them all who 
was of my Opinion with Reſpect to her Diſtem- 


per, who had propoſed the ſame Method of Cure; 
that all the others ſhe named, took one of theſe 


two Methods, either to aſk her no Queſtions, 
(which ſhe attributed to their Want of under- 
ſtanding her Diſtemper) and the Reſt to declare 
they believed her an Hermaphrodite ; but if thoſe 
of the laſt Opinion were moſt in Number, thoſe 
who ſaid nothing were the moſt prudent, 

But to proceed, I was much ſurpriſed that Mr. 
Yerduc, Doctor in Phyſick, who publiſhed his 


Pathologia Chirurgica ſoon after, had the Obſtinacy 
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40 OBSERVATIONS 

to aſſure the Publick, that what I had reduced in this 
Girl of Thoulouſe was only a Relaxation of the Va- 
gina, and that the Womb was not concerned, tho? 
I had offered to undeceive him by as many Ex- 
periments as he could defire, and with which he 
ought to have been ſatisfied : And when he ſays, 
in the 42d Chapter of the ſecond Volume of this 
Pathology, that having introduced a Probe into 
this Girl's Vagina, he found a Reſiſtance when it 


had entered about five or ſix Inches, which pro- 


-ceeded from the internal Orifice, and that Blood 
iſſued from the Veſſels of the Vagina that were be- 
come varicous. =_ 
It manifeſtly appears, that he deceives himſelf, 
by endeavouring to undeceive others: For I, who 
ſaw the Diſtemper and examined it as well as 
himſelf, am thoroughly perſuaded, that inſtead of 
thruſting his Probe into the Vagina, as he imagined, 
and has reported in his Book, it paſſed into the 
internal Orifice of the Womb, and that the Re- 
ſiſtance he felt was at the Bottom of it; that 
offering to force his Probe he made ſome Ex- 
coriations at the Bottom, which furniſhed 
the Blood that was diſcharged. And when he 
ſays, in another Place, that had it been the Womb 
which Mr. Saviard reduced in this Girl, he could 
not poſſibly have reduced it with ſo much eaſe. 
In anſwer to this, I fay, that had it been only 
an Elongation of the Vagina, I could not have 
reduced it; and even tho* I had forced it to 
enter into its natural Situation, I could not poſſibly 
have ſupported it there, ſince a Tumour of the Va- 
gina neceſſarily requires ſuppurating and reſolvent 
Medicines, by Means whereof it may be cured 
without Reduction. 4 
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in SURGERY. 41 
In ſhort, if Mr. Verduc has had the Raſhneſs 
to encounter Mr. Moriceau's and my Sentiments by 
his Reaſoning, by his own Experience, and by 
the Authority 'of ſome modern Anatomiſts, we 
know that the judicious Part of Mankind will not 
depend upon his Reaſoning or Authority, to the 
Prejudice of Mr. Moriceaus Opinion, who is uni- 
verſally allow'd to be the moſt underſtanding and 
experienced Surgeon in Europe in Diſeaſes peculiar 
to Women; and that Obſtinacy of ſupporting an 
erroneous Opinion built upon falſe Principles, will 
ſooner prejudice the Doctor's Memory, than give 
a Stain to the Opinion of that celebrated Surgeon, 
which is founded upon ſolid Reaſonings, upon 
the unanimous Approbation of the moſt able 
Practitioners, and ande Facts. 

I have two Inſtances more to alledge, that will 
more fully prove the Deſcent of the Womb our of 
the Yulva than all the preceding. 

At the Time that Mademoiſelle de la Marche 
was chief Midwife at Hotel Dieu, I ſaw a Wo- 
man in Labour, who had the Body of the Womb 
containing the Child entirely out of the Yulva ; 
the internal Orifice plainly appeared dilated the. 
Breadth of two Crowns, and thro? this opening 
the Head of the Child covered with Hair was very 
conſpicuous, and preſented itſelf in the natural 
Poſture. The Woman was in the Chair where 
they place thoſe Who have difficult Labours, the 
Seat whereof is cut before leſt the Womb ſhould 
fall or be overturned in the laſt Efforts of the 
Labour, oy this means the Woman was happily 
delivered: After which the Womb was puſhed 
hack into its Place, and when ſhe recovered 
Peſſary was uſed to keep it reduced | | 
| WD Soon 
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Soon after Mademoiſelle de Morlet had ſucceeded 
the former as chief Midwiſe, 1t happened that one 
of her Apprentices laying a Woman, would per- 
form it without calling her Miſtreſs, being all of 
them fond of acting alone, that they may boaſt 
of their Performances: This Apprentice, Iſay, being 
willing to deliver the Woman, drew out the Bot- 
tom of the Womb with the Placenta; then diſco- 
vering her Fault, ſhe called her Miſtreſs, who ſe- 
parated the Placenta from the Womb, As I was 
preſent with another Surgeon, after making ſome 
Attempts to reduce the Womb, ſhe deſired me to 
try whether I could ſucceed better, I could only 
reduce the half, and the Woman falling into extra- 
ordinary Swoons, we were obliged rather to think 
of ſtrengthening her than to finiſh the Operation, 

She lived for the Space of eight Days after, 


with a very painful Tenſion in her Belly, accom- 


panied with Vomitings and Nauſea, I opened 
the Body and found the internal Orifice of the 
Womb out of the Vagina very wide and morti- 
| fied, which is a certain Proof, that the Womb 
and its internal Orifice, by. violent Efforts, may 
fall into the Vagina, and even out of the Yulva, 
by being more elongated, 

I am perſuaded that the Obſervations I have 
hitherto related upon the Deſcent of the Womb, 
are more than. ſufficient to prove the Poſſibility ; of 
It; nevertheleſs, I cannot forbear giving you another, 
on Account of the Singularity of the Fact, it 
being found complicated with a Stone in the 


Bladder ; and this ſhall be the laſt; for was Ito 


relate all thoſe J have ſeen, it would require more 

Leiſure than J have. 
A Girl aged Twenty-five came to the Hoſpital 
in the Month of Oct. 1692, being ill of ("na 
ceny 
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ded } cent of the Womb, of the Bigneſs of a middle 
one bu Melon, with which ſhe had been troubled 
per- | twelve Years without being once reduced. She 
of Fi was immediately bled and purged, and I ordered 
daſt i | emollient Fomentations to be uſed twice per Day 
ing for a Fortnight. Then J applied my ſelf to the 


ot- Reduction of the Tumour, in which I found abun- 
co- dance of Difficulty: At firſt I endeavour'd to re- 
ſe-⸗ duce it by my ſelf, but not ſucceeding, deſired the 
was Aſſiſtancè of another Surgeon who was very uſeful 
me BY upon this Occaſion : For not being able to 
to retain what I had thruſt back with both my 
n Hands, his and mine alternately ſupported what 


ra- was reduced, till the Reduction was abſolutely 
nk 5 . af | 
I 5 But, as ſhe complained of a Difficulty in mak- 
er, ing Water after the Operation more than ſhe had 
me done before, I thought proper to probe her, and 
ed Adiſcorered a Stone in the Bladder. 
he þ i This Stone was afterwards extracted and very 
large, from whence we may conclude ſhe had been 
nb troubled with it a long Time, and that this ex- 
ay | traneous Body might be the Cauſe of the De- 
> | fcent of the Womb. Be that as it will, ſhe per- 
2 recovered of both Diſtempers, wearing 
8 ?! a ſteel Peſſary however, ſuch as [ have deſcribed 


b, before. 
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OBSERV. XVI. 
Upon a | dry Gangrene. 


N the Month of December 1693, J was ſent 
for to give my Opinion in a Lady's Caſe, who 
had a Gangrene upon the right Leg, which had 
been preceded by a coid Humour upon the Head 
at firſt, and aſterward upon the Cheſt. She was 
under the Care of Meflizurs de Bourges and Gilles, 
and found herſelf tolerably well for a Fortnight, 
When ſhe was ſeized in the Night with ſo violent 
an Heat in her Legs, that being obliged to riſe 
out of her Bed, ſhe plunged them into a Pail of 
cold Water, to mitigate the Heat and Itching, 
with which ſhe was incommoded, and then theſe 
Symptoms ceaſed. | 

Some Days after, as ſhe was playing at Cards 
with other Ladies, ſhe was ſuddenly attack*d with 
ſo violent a Pain in her right Heel, that not being 
able to ſupport it, ſhe ſent for Mr. Gilles, who 
was Surgeon to the Family, for Relief: Who 
having applied Anodynes to the Part affected 
without Succeſs, and knowing the Danger of the 
Caſe, deſired a Conſultation, and Mr. Tribolleau 
was ſent for the next Day. They examined the 
whole Leg very regularly, and found a little Livi- 
dity near the Heel affected, without any other 
Alteration in the Leg, either as to its Bigneſs or 
Colour; but in the Place where the Veſſels are at 
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the Extremity of the Foot, was the Lividity be- 
fore mentioned. 2 


I believe this Diſtemper to be of the ſame kind 
with that which is ſo frequent in Sonia, and hap- 


5 pens to the Peaſants of the Country, who eat Bread 
made with a certain Corn that has a Seed in the 


7 
3 
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Far of it reſembling a Cock's Spurs, (and it is a 
common ſaying of thoſe People, that they have eat 


Aas Egyptian Mummies. I ſaw ſeveral of them 
in the Year 94 at Hotel Dieu in Orleans, where 
I was commanded to perform ſome Operations 
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Cock Spurs.) Their upper and lower Extremities 
grow as dry as touch Wood, and as extenuated 


in Feb. and March the ſame Year. Theſe Gen- 
tlemen firſt made Scarifications, then deeper, and 
and at length large Inciſions from one End of the 
Lady's Leg to the other, without her being ſenſi- 
ble of the leaſt Pain; for ſeveral Days every 
Thing remained in the ſame Condition, and it 
was on the ſeventh of her Diſtemper that I was 
called into Conſultation, when we concluded upon 


the Amputation, which was performed the ſame 


We had prepared, as is always practiſed upon 


duch Occaſions, every thing neceſſary to ſtop the 
Hemorrhage that might be occaſioned by the 
Artery of the Thigh, as well as that of other Veſ- 
ſels which might furniſh Blood in a Limb of ſo 
much Importance; but theſe Preparations were 
uſeleſs; for when the Thigh was amputated and 
the Tourniquet looſe, not one drop of Blood was 
| diſcharged, altho' the Fleſh was of a good Co- 


er lour, only a little Pale; the Artery was tied not- 


. 
te" 


© © withſtanding, and the Reſt of the Dreſſing ap- 
ar plied. 


The 
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The next Day we were upon our Guard with 5 thi 
Reſpect to the Hemorrhage upon removing the Fa 
Dreſſing; but we had no more Blood than the! pr 


Day before: We dreſſed the Wound a conſiders Þ fre 
ble Time, till excruciating Pains ſupervening on the Tn 
other Leg and Thigh, which were likewiſe fol.! wa 
lowed by a Gangrene, we judged it improper to thi 
perform the like Operation, and abandoned the be 
Patient to her miſerable Fate, which was terminated # be 
in a ſhort Time, E 


| Oz52ny, XVII 


Upon cutting a Child for the Stone, who had an 
Abſceſs in the Kidney, | 


N the Beginning of June 1692, a Child ten Up 

Years old afflicted with the Stone was ent 
to the Hoſpital to be cut. His Urine was puru- 
lent, and when he was prepared according to the 
uſual Method, he was cut the 15th of the ſame 
Month. The Pus he diſcharged with his Urine 
before the Operation, came out by the Inciſion 
made at the Time of it, which was in ſo large a 
Quantity that he viſibly decayed and died the 
20th, that is, five Days after the Operation. 

I opened the Body, and found the left Kidney 
larger and ſofter than ordinary, and the Ureter on 
the ſame Side bigger and more dilated in its whole 
Length. Then I ſearched for the right Kidney, 
and not finding it, I laid hold of the right Ureter 


where it enters into the Bladder, and traced it to 
the 
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the Pelvis, which I found deprived of Fleſh and 
Fat, bearing the Form of a membranous Bag. By 
preſſing this Bag the Pus flowed by the Ureter, 
from thence into the Bladder and ſo thro' the 
Inciſion made in the Operation. The Bladder 
tol- was not alter'd in the leaſt, nor the Veſſels of 
r to the Kidney, which appeared as tho* they had not 
the been affected, all the Fleſh and Fat of the Kidney 
ated being waſted by Suppuration. | 

He had had two or three Shiverings every Day, 
as well before as after the Operation, with a ſu- 
pervening Fever. All the other Parts of the 
' Abdomeh and Thorax were perfectly ſound, 


OBSERV. XVIII. 


ten Upon a Wound with a Sword penetrating into the 


ſent lower Belly. 

ru 

the 25 Ms 
me N the Month of Jan. 1692, a Woman Thirty- 
ine one Years of Age was brought to the Hoſpital, 
on © who was wounded with a Sword penetrating into 


the Abdomen on the Right ſide of the Hypogaſtrick 
the Region, about an Inch above the Ring of the 

| Obliquus Externus, thro* which the Epiploon and 
zey near ſeven or eight Inches of the inteſtine Ilion 
| came out. The Inteſtine was reduced, and a Li- 
ole gature made upon the Epiploon, from whence we 
„aut off the Bigneſs of a Pullets Egg, and then made 
ter the Suture of the Belly called Gaſtroraphia. 


The 
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The wounded Perſon had no Fever for three 
Days, but it came on the fourth with a Diarrhæa, 
and theſe Symptoms continued for twelve Days, x 
after which the Epiploon inflamed, and cauſed ſo 
violent a vomiting for eight Days that the Patient 
could retain nothing i in her Stomach. = 

This Inflammation terminated in an Abſceſs, 
which ſuppurated by the Wound during the Space Þ 
of twenty days, and two Porringers of ill digeſted 
Pus was diſcharged at each Drefling. This Suppu- E 
ration corroded and putrefied the Colon at the 
Place of the Wound, which appeared by the! 
Diſcharge of the Excrements thro” it, for 17 or 
18 Days. Nevertheleſs, the Patient perfectly re. 
covered; that is to ſay, a firm Cicatrice was form- 
ed at the Wound of the Belly; but, as it is im- 
poſſible to make Convaleſcents in the Hoſpital ob- 
ſerve a ſtrict Regimen, this Woman, who ought + 
to have kept one of the moſt regular, giving 
herſelf all Manner of Liberty, was ſeized with a Þ 
Diarrhea fourteen Days after an entire Re- union of 
the Wound, which carried her off in a ſhort 5 
Time. 

We opened the Body, where we found the 
Epiploon, the Inteſtine, and the Peritonæum united 
together. It is very probable that this Woman, 
who had withſtood ſo many deadly Symptoms tor 
Sixty Days after the Wound, would have been 
abſolutely ſaved, if ſhe had ſtrictly obſerved a 
proper Regimen after her Recovery. | 
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OBSERV. XIX. 


Upon a Bubonocele. 


HE Sixth of Auguſt 1693, a Woman was 
brought to Hotel Dieu who had a Tumour 
in the Groin, cauſed by a Strangulation of the 


Inteſtine, which is called a Bubonocele. She 


had frequent Vomitings, and the Belly much diſ- 


tended and painful, as it generally happens in 


this Diſeaſe. 

But they have this ill Maxim at the Hoſpital, 
when ſuch Patients are brought, that they always 
try generous Medicines and the Taxis, before they 


perform the Operation, from whence two Incon- 


veniences ariſe, which are, firſt, uſelefly to begin 
bruiſing a painful Part again, which has been com- 
monly too much done before by the Surgeons of 
the Town, who ſeldom negle& to employ the 
common Methods of Reduction before they are 
ſent to the Hoſpital ; becauſe they ſeldom bring 
theſe poor People, till the Surgeon they have con- 
ſulted before talks of an Operation, which may be 


attended with bad Conſequences : And the ſecond 


Miſchief they do, is to loſe that Time, ſo precious 
for the Succeſs of the Operation, which ought not 
to be deferred by any means, twenty-four Hours 
Delay being more than ſufficient to render it fruit- 


lets, 


But to return to our Patient; two Days being 
elapſed in the Application of Emollients, and in 
1 L. attempting 
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attempting the Reduction by the Taxis, I per- 
formed the Operation in the Preſence of Mr. Petit, 
Maſter Surgeon of Hotel Dieu, and ſeveral others of 
the ſame Hoſpital, in the following Manner. 

| T pinched up the Teguments above the Tumour, 
one Side whereof was held by an Aſſiſtant, and 
holding the other with my left Hand. I divided 
the ſuſpended Teguments in the middle with my 
Right, by which means the Inciſion was made 
according to the Length of the Tumour ; then I 
diſſected ſome ſmall Pellicles, and found a fat Sub- 
ſtance ſcattered over with little Grains of Fleſh of 
a Vermilion Colour, which ſeveral took to be 
the Epiploon, and under it, a round membran- 
ous ſmooth Body that many Surgeons not well verſ- 
ed in this Operation might have taken for the 
Inteſtine. But the great Number of the like Ope- 
rations that I had ſeen and performed, prevented 
my falling into the fame Error as another Sur- 
geon, who was in other Reſpects an able Man, 
who inſiſting upon it that the Cyſtis which firſt 
appear'd was the Inteſtine itſelf, ſeparated it round 
about and thruſt it into the Abdomen ; and the 
Patient dying four Hours after, I opened the Body 
for my own Satisfaction, where I found the In- 
teſtine ſtrangulated in the Ring, after J had opened 
the Cyſtis he had reduced into. the Abdomen. 

But this Cyſtis, formed by the internal Mem- 
brane of the Peritoneum, which always appears be- 
fore the Inteſtine in all Inguinal and Umbilical 
Herniæ, is eaſily diſtinguiſhed, I fay eaſily di- 
ſtinguiſhed by its equa! Rotundity without the leaſt 
folding or incquality, ſuch as we obſerve in the 
Inteſtine that forms ſeveral ſmall Arches, thro' 
which may be feen underneath a Portion of the 
Meſentery ſpread over with turgid Veſſels fil- 
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led with Blood; beſides, the Texture of the Inteſ- 
tine is more delicate and flexible than that of the 


* Cyſtis Hernialis. | | 

=: TInftructed by this Experience, as well as by the 
r. Diüſſection of many Herniæ, I proceeded to open 
nd the Cyſtis gently in a ſmall Part of it that ap- 
ed peared moſt tranſparent and thin. A browniſh 


coloured Water iſſued from it immediately; then 
| I. introduced my hollow Probe into this Opening, 
1 paſling it from one end of the Tumour to the 
| other, that I might dilate the Cyſtis in its whole 
length, both upon my Probe and my Fingers, 
be | with a Pair of blunt pointed Sciſſors, 

The Cyſtis Hermalis being thus opened, the In- 
co | tcſtine plainly appear'd of a livid Colour tending 
" | toaBlack: Then I introduced my hollow Probe 
under the Ring of the obliquus externus, where 
q tie Strangulation always happens, that I might 
FF dilate it with a crooked Biſtoury which I lid 

along the hollow of the Probe, taking care not 
za | 0 injure the Inteſtine by means of the back of 
my Hand which covered it, and at the ſame Time 

' ſerved me to conduct and ſupport my Probe. I 


. dilated the Ring ſufficiently, that J might eaſily 
f introduce the Inteſtine, eſpecially, ſince it appeared 
P ſo much altered, being afraid it might burſt by 

preſſing it in the Reduction, which I have known 

to happen ſeveral Times in the like Caſe, and 
: then you have the Diſſatisfaction of ſeeing the 
! Stercoral Matter diſcharge by the Wound, and 
the Patient almoſt in certain Danger of his Life 
E let ever ſo little of this Matter be empried into 
; the Regio Hypogaſtrica, or at leaſt of being in- 
„ commoded with a Fiſtula; for a perfect Re- union 


rarely happens after ſuch an Accident, tho? this is 
not without Example. 
7 | | ES : | The 
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The Ring being dilated ſufficiently, I reduced the 
Inteſtine without much trouble, after having firſt 
fomented it with warm Wine and Brandy; tho? to 
ſpeak Truth there is no better Balſam than the 
Reduction, to re-eſtabliſh thoſe Parts that are out 
of their natural Cavities. The Parts being re- 
ſtored, I put a large blunt Tent into the Wound, 
which was tied with a Thread and placed at the 
ſuperior Angle, and then filled the Wound with Þ 
proper Dreſſings; after this I made Anodyne | 
Unctions on the neighbouring Parts and upon the 
Abdomen, then applied triangular Compreſſes up- 
on the Groin, and a larger one upon the Hypo- 
gaſtrick Region, which were ſecured by the Ban- 
i £ 

\ 
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dage called the Spica. F 

I ordered an emollient and reſolvent Clyſter to 
be given an Hour after, compoſed of Camomile 1 
Flowers and Honey of Nenuphar. And tho* 
much was evacuated by it, the Vomitings and Þ 
Pains in the lower Belly continued for five Days. 1 f 
The Wound was afterwards dreſſed with Digeſtive Þ 
animated with Brandy, to which the Powder of . 
Myrrh and Aloes was added in the End. They Þ 1 
continued to give her Deterſive and Anodyne e 
Clyſters till the 15th Day that ſhe was ſeized Þ x 
with a Diarrhza, after which the Wound was u 
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Mo oe DE eL 
On5n8v, XX. 


Upon 2 Bubonocele. 


* 


YH E 27th of Auguſt 1698, I was ſent for to 
erform the Operation of the Bubonocele 
upon a Floriſt Gardiner, who had a Strangulation 
of the Inteſtine for Twenty-two Days, diſtinguiſh- 
able by its proper Symptoms, viz. a Tumour in 
the Groin, a Pain that was communicated to the 
whole Abdomen, a Tenſion of the Hypogaſtrium, 
and a vomiting of Stercoral Fæces. 
The 15th Day after the beginning of his Di- 
ſtemper Mefjieurs Herault and Colignon occaſionally 
ſaw him, and preſcribed him ſome Medicines, 
not ſuppoſing the Operation could take Place 
after ſo long a Time; and I freely confeſs that 
I only went by way of Improvement, and to 
eaſe myſelf after the Fatigue of the Day, rather 
than with the Deſign of performing an Operation 
upon this Occaſion, where I believed it could not 
ſucceed with Reſpect to the length of Time. 
Nevertheleſs, when I had examined him with the 
Surgeon of the Place, I found that the Patient hav- 
ing eat and drank very little, he had not vomited 
for five Days, his Pulſe was good, his Extremi— 
ies warm, and that the Tumour had ſtill the ſame 
Rotundity, Elevation and Firmneſs, neither flat- 
ted or ſoftened, as thoſe are which are diſpoſed 
to mortify; moreover, he required to have the 
Operation performed, expreſſing a Reſolution to 


3 undergo 


11. 
| 
| | 
{ 
if 


Times copiouſly backwards. 
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undergo it, altho* diſſuaded from it by his Wife 


and Relations. 
Theſe Things added together gave me ſome 
Hopes of Succeſs, and, to make uſe of Celſus's 
Doctrine, who exhorts us rather to experience an 
uncertain Remedy than to leave a Patient without 
Redreſs, I reſolved to perform the Operation. 1 
prepared a proper Dreſfling, and having ſituated my 
Patient I opened the Tumour and diſcovered the 
Inteſtine, which I found of a reddiſh brown Co- 
lour, and being convinced by the Warmth 
that the Spirits ſtill remained in it, I dilated the 
Ring and reduced the Inteſtine with Eaſe and Suc- 
ceſs. Then I introduced a Tent made of Lint 
paſſed thro? a Hole in a thick Compreſs, upon 
which I placed triangular Compreſſes and a ſuit- 
able Bandage. . FO 
Soon after the Operation the Patient had a plen- 
tiful Diſcharge downwards, ſo that finding him in 
a good Diſpoſition I withdrew. In half an 
Hour's Time I had Notice ſent me that my Pa- 
tient loſt abundance of Blood; I went inſtantly 
to his Relief and found that he had bled four or 
five Porringers, I made a ſtrong Compreſſion upon 
the Wound, and dreſſed him a ſecond Time. 
While I was. at Work, he evacuated three or four 
I drefled him afreſh with a large Tent, preſſing 
Doſſils very cloſe around it, then Pledgets, a 
ſticking Plaiſter, graduated Compreſſes and a 
tight Bandage. | | 
He reſted very well that Night; and 1 found 
him gay and in a good Diſpoſition the next 
Morning. I dreſſed him again in the Afternoon, 
and then returned to Paris, Mr, Auroux, Surgeon 
0 


n 
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of the Place, dreſſed him afterwards, and in three 
Weeks time he was cured. 


REMARK. 


This extraordinary Caſe ough: to inſtru young 
Surgeons, that in Strangulations of the Inteſtine 


the Art of Surgery ſhould be employed, tho? the 


Diftemper has long ſubſiſted, when the Symp- 
toms afford the 1cait Proſpect of Succeſs : But 
neither ſhould an <xcraordinary Piece of Succeſs 


prevent the Periormance of the Operation ſooner, 


when the Symptoms declare the Neceſſity. 
FFF 
OBs ERV. XXI. 


& 


Upon a deſperate Lithotomy. 


x A Little before I had performed the preced- 


ing Operation, the Brother of this Perſon 


came to the Hoſpital to be cut for the Stone, and 
happened to fall into the Hands of a certain Per- 
ſon, who, when he had made the Inciſion, could 
not extract the Stone at two different Trials, and 
refuſed to offer the Inſtrument to the Surgeon that 
directed him in the Operation, who contented 
himſelf with feeling the Stone at the End of his 
Probe, without aſſuming the Authority of ex- 
tracting it himſelf, and refuſed it upon ſome 
Conſideration or other to the Detriment of the 
Patient, whom they put into Bed, after he had 
been cruelly tormented in Vain. 
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The Accidents generally conſequential to ſuch 
cruel Operations, ſoon after ſupervened viz. Vo- 
mitings, a Tenſion of the Belly, and Gangrene of 
the Wound, inſomuch that his Life was not 
expected two Days; nevertheleſs he remained 
in this Condition a Fortnight, whereupon I 
prognoſticated his Death unleſs the Stone was ex- 
tracted, and that by the Extraction nothing worſe 
could happen, which the Exceſs of his Complaint 
obliged me to undertake it. 

To this End I introduced my Probe into the 
Bladder without placing him in any other Situa- 
tion than as he Jay in his Bed with his Thighs 
bent towards his Groins, having his Legs held by 
two Aſſiſtants, I made the Inciſion upon my 
Probe, then mtroduced a Gorgeret and afterwards 
the Forceps, with which I extracted a large 
Stone. | 

The Perſon who had endeavoured to extract it, 
dreſſed him; and it was a long Time before he 
recovered, on Account of the great Loſs of Sub- 
ſtance, cauſed by the Mortification of the Wound, 
and it was neceſſary, that he ſhould increaſe in 
Fleſh, before Nature could ſupply it. 

Ir may be thought by heb two Obſervations 
that I was deſtined to ſave the Lives of theſe two 
Brothers in ſuch deplorable Conditions by two of 
the moſt important Operations 1n Surgery. 
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a an PoE og 
OBSERV. XXII. 


Upon an Hernia in the Groin. 


HE 5th of Feb. 1690, a Patient 22 Years 
of Age was brought to the Hoſpital, who 
had a violent Fever, frequent Vomi:ings, the Ab- 
domen much diſtended and very painful. After 
J had examined into the Diſtemper, I perceived 
by her Anſwers, that ſhe had been troubled with 
an Hernia for two Years, which re-enter*d and 
fell down eaſily at firſt; but that altho* the Tu- 
mour had not returned for Six Months paſt, ſhe 
had ſtill conſtantly worn a Truſs. 

I removed the Bandage to examine the Tu- 
mour, which appeared to me of a dubious Kind, 
ſo that after ſome fruitleſs Attempts to reduce it 
gently, judging it was rather humoral than par- 
tial, I ſatisfied my ſelf with the Application of 


emollient, and refolvent Medicines, in order to 


act for the Future according to the Effect they 
produced: But the Violence of the Fever having 
carried her off two Days after, I opened the 
Body. 


When I had opened the Teguments of the Abdo- 


men, as well common as proper, I found a conſidera- 


ble Quantity of Water extravaſated in the Cavity, 


the Inteſtines Gangrened and their Surfaces covered 
with purulent Matter. Bur ! particularly obſerved 
an Expanſion of Seroſity in the Cavity of Hypoga- 


ſtrium, formed by the Reduplication of the Perilo- 
nim 
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num, where the Bladder and Womb are con- 
tained, and remarked the Impreſſion of a violent 
Inflammation in theſe two Viſcera. n 
Then J opened the Tumour in the Groin, where c 
1 found a Quart or two of Water contained in 
a Cyſtis, formed likewiſe by the Duplicature of the ft 
Peritongum ; and perceived a ſmall Aperture in it, © 
thro* which the Seroſity expanded in the Cyſtis, ſ ® 
communicated with the Water in the lower Belly, Þ h 
In ſhort, the Ligamenta rotunda of the Womb pat. | \ 
ſed underneath the Tumour, - 


tl 

REMARK. a 

* 

We may conjecture that the Hole of the Rup - 7 
ture being almoſt conſolidated, the Seroſity con- 

tained in the Cyſtis was, by Degrees, expanded in © 

the Abdomen, by the ſmall Opening J obſerved 1 

before. | | . 
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Oss ERV. XXIII. 

Upon an Hydrocele, | F 1 

| | =_ 


* the Year 1688, a Man came to the Hoſ. 1 * 
pital to be cured of an Hydrocele, which poſ- I 
ſeſſed both Cavities of the Scrotum, and was the 
Conſequence of a Burn with Gunpowder, three 
Years before. „ 

The Tumour was as big as the Head of a Child, 
and conſiderably hard, excepting in one ſmall 
Place, where the Inundation was ſenſible. The 

| Volume 
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Z Volume of the Tumour, and its exceſſive Hard- 
” neſs, made Mr. Petit and my ſelf apprehend it 
to be a Sarcocele, | | 


I plunged my Lancet into the ſoft Part to- open 


the Tumour, which diſcharged a large Quantity 
of ſerous Matter, and then diſcovered, by the In- 
troduction of my Finger, that there was a very 
hard Cyſtis, containing another Collection of 


Matter. I opened this Cyſtis in its whole Extent, 
which was almoſt as hard as Horn, together with 


the Separation of the two Cavities of the Scrotum, 


all theſe I detached in the ſame Manner as the in- 
ward Membrane of the Gizzard of a Fowl, when 
ou deſign to clean it. 

Both Teſticles appearing very ſound, I took 
off a great Part of the Scrotum with my Sciſſors, 
which had been conſiderably extended in Pro- 
portion to the Increaſe of the Tumour, by the 


Matter collected. This was likewiſe done to fa- 


cilitate the Cicatrization of the Wound, which 
would otherwiſe have been formed with Difficulty; 
and after a tedious Dreſſing, the Parts having no 
Support, would have left a conſiderable Deformi- 
ty. Then I tied the large Arteries of the Scrotum, 
to prevent an Hemorrhage which muſt have fol- 
lowed, and after this the Wound was dreſſed in 
the common Manner and cicatriſed in three 
Months. | | | 


Orskkv. 
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O BSE RV. XXIV. 


Upon another Hydrocele. 


N the 13th of Feb. 1697, I was ſent for to 

examine a lage Tumour in the Scrotum, 
accompanied with a violent Tenſion, which ex- 
tended from the Groin to the Extremity of the 
Scrotum, ſo that no Inundation was to be felt. 
This Tumour, wherewith he had been troubled 
two Years, was of a livid Colour, and had in- 
creaſed conſiderably in two Days, by getting up 
haſtily behind a Coach, at which time, he felt a 
violent Pain in the Scrotum that cauſed him to ap- 


prehend a Rupture, and the Pain increaſing, he 


was obliged to go to bed, and ſent to a Surgeon 
in the Neighbourhood , who applied emollient 
Herbs to the Tumour. | 

I was fent for the next Day, and found my 
ſelf at a Loſs to judge what it contained; for ſince 
the Tumour extended from the Groin, I was 
apprehenfive, it might be occaſioned by the De- 
ſcent of the Parts contained in the Abdomen, or 


at leaſt that there was a Complication of an En- 


terocele, Epiplocele, Sarcocele and Hydrocele, 
as it oiten happens in old Herniæ. Nevertheleſs, 
the Symptoms of a Strangulation did not appear, 


neither was the Tumour tranſparent againſt the 


Light. 1 
In this Uncertainty, a Courſe of Anatomy in 
the Neighbourhood furniſhed me with the Op- 
portunity 


in SURGERY. 61 


portunity of being aſſiſted with the Opinion of the 
celebrated Mr. Beffiere, whom I deſired to look 
upon the Patient, and he was followed by ſome 


other Surgeons. 


We examined the Tumour together, which ap- 


ared as ſingular to theſe Gentlemen, as to my 
ſelf, and leſt the Inteſtine ſhould be engaged, no 
Body ventured to propoſe the Opening of it whilſt 
Mr. Beſſiere, who examined the Part affected with 
Attention, diſcovering a ſoft Part at the Extre- 
mity of the Scrotum, adviſed me to put a Cauſtick 
upon it, ſaying, that the opening of that Parc 
would give me Light into the real Contents of 
the Tumour without any Danger, which Opinion 
met with an univerſal Approbation. : 

The Application of the Cauſtick being ſoon 
after performed, I removed it as ſoon as it had 
produced its Effect; then dividing the Eſcharr, 
which had penetrated no deeper than the Dartos, 
I diſſe&ted the ſecond Membrane of the Scrotum, 


and ſoon came to the Liquid contained in it, 


which was blackiſh, and reſembling the waſhing of 
a corrupted Blood, Then I dilated the Aperture 
with my Sciſſors, and introducing my Finger into 
the Cavity of the Tumour, I felt all the Parts in 
their natural Situation, and could not even feel 
the Teſticle, it being ſo much waſted, and, if I 
may be allowed the Expreſſion, grown Corneous 
by the Saltneſs of the Water, that it might paſs at 
firſt for a Duplicature of the Dartos, A Quart 
of this bloody Seroſity was diſcharged from the 
Tumour, which the Rupture of ſome ſmall Vet- 
ſc], at the Time he got behind the Coach, had 
changed from its limpid Colour to the black one 
it had at this Time. Ae 
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Hence we may juſtly obſerve that ſome Hydro. 
celes are more eaſily known by the Tranſparency 
of the Waters than others, in Proportion as they 
are mixed, as they are more or leſs deep, or the 
Skin of the Scrotum more or leſs white. 

Therefore finding no Oppoſition to proceed in 
the Operation, I extended my Inciſion to the Groin, 
and then cut off the Lips of the elongated Scrotum, 
which could not unite for want of Support, dreſ- 
ſing the Wound afterwards in a Manner ſuitable 
to prevent an Hemorrhage. I continued after- 
wards to dreſs the Wound with Digeſtive com. 
poſed of Turpentine diſſolved with the Volks of 
Eggs and Oil of St. John's Wort, with a fut- 
ficient Quantity of Powder of Myrrh, Aloes, and 
Birthwort, the whole animated with Brandy, 
Afterwards I dreſſed him only with Vg. Mund. 
ex Appio, then dried and cicatriſed the Wound with 

roper Remedies | x 

With Reſpect to the Teſticle which I found 
waſted and decayed, it recovered its Vigour and 
ordinary Size in Proportion as the Wound in- 
carnated ; and tho? it appeared entirely out of the 
Wound at the Time the Cicatrice began to form 
around it, nevertheleſs, by the Care of conſuming 
the ſuperfluous Fleſh, it was reincloſed, and the 
Patient perfectly recovered in five Weeks. 
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able HE 21ſt of July, 1689, a young Woman, 
ter- P who waited for the Time of her Delivery 
om. at the Hoſpital, was ſuddenly attacked with Pains, 
of hich affording Room to believe that ſhe would 
ſuf- be ſoon delivered, obliged the Midwife to examine 
and her, by which Means ſhe diſcovered that the Child 
dy. J was diſpoſed to make its Paſſage. Theſe Pains 
nd, | having laſted two Days, without any Progreſs in 
vich the Delivery, ceaſed on a ſudden, I mean the La- 

bour Pains. She had a continual Weight at her 
und | Stomach, and ſuch violent Pains in her Belly, that 


Upon a hard Labour. 


and | ſhe was obliged to lie down upon it, her Pulſe 


* | went and returned; and this laſted two Days and 
tne two Nights, and then ſhe died. | 


mn i During the Time that her Labour continued in 


ung this Manner, the Placenta ſeparated and came out 

the of the Womb, and then the Child could not be felt; 
but what ſurpriſed the moſt underſtanding Sur: 
geons and Midwives was, that inſtead of the Navel 
String directing us to find the Child by tracing it, 
it only ſerved to make us think that inſtead of the 
. . being in the Womb it was retired into the 
9 Cy. | 


Theſe ſingular Particulars gave me an Inclination 


to open the Body of this Woman immediately aiter 
her Death, and I had no ſooner opened the Tegu- 
ments of the Abdomen, but I found the dead Child 
5 | our 
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64 OBSERVATIONS F 
out of the Womb, as tho it lay aſleep upon its 
Belly. 
This Woman's nde were entirely corrupted, 
and the Epiploon putrified and very ſœtid. The 
Womb was unaltered, but filled with a very confi. 
derable Quantity of Blood that was expanded in it, 
The Aperture thro? which the Child paſſed into 
the Belly was in the Vagina a Finger's Breadth be- 
low the + ternal de of * 2 
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Upon a Polypus. 


N the Month of November 1689, a Lad 1; 
Years of Age came to the Hoſpital to be cure 
of a Polypus which ſo exactly filled the right Nol- 


1 


[ 
tril, that it was ſtopped up with it, as well as the ; 
Hole of the Palate, which prevented him from , 
breathing, without Inconveniency, but by the Mouth, : 
becauſe that Excreſcence obſtructed the Paſſages \ 
mentioned, and fell down into the Pharynx of the 
bigneſs of a Pullet's Egg. 7 

He was bled and purged, and then I proceeded q 
to the Extirpation of the Polypus, and in th |, 
Manner performed it. I took a Pair of flat For— F 
ceps, and gradually drew out all that was in the WW «< 
Noſtril ; but I found it impoſſible to extract what WW f 
was hanging i in the Pharynx; and without being p 
too eager to perform the Extraction I abandoned ! i 

to the Operation of Medicines, | a 


| 


I dreſſed the Inſide of the Noſe with Triaphar- 
macon, taking Care that he ſhould ſnuff a little 
Brandy up his Noſe before I introduced the Oint- 
ment, and after four Days drefling, the extraneous 
Body that hung in the Throat ſeparated of itſelf. 
Then I ſyringed Vulnerary Water up the Noſe, 
which paſſed into the Mouth, by which Means the 
Patient recovered in a Fortnight. 
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Of a Wound upon the Head, with a Fracture of the 
= Skull, 


N the Month of Fane 1689, a Woman was 
brought to Hotel Dieu, who had a contuſed 
Wound upon the Head, with a depreſſed Frac- 
ture, that extended in Part upon the Os Parietale, 
and the Temporale, on the left Side. This Acci- 
dent occaſioned a Fever, Lethargy, Wandrings, 
and other Symptoms commonly attending ſuch 
Wounds, | 
When the Head was ſhaved and all Things pro- 
perly diſpoſed for the Operation of the Trepan, I 
dilated the Wound ſufficiently to make Room for 
the Inſtrument, in the moſt declining Part of the 
Bone, I mean upon the lateral and inferior Part. of 
the Parietal near the Temporal, in ſuch a Manner 
that the Pyramid of the Inſtrument reſted upon the 
Border of the ſound Bone. EE 
The Piece of Bone being taken out, a ſmall Por- 
ringer of Blood iſſued from the Hole of the Tre- 
7 WM pan. 
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the Wound, beginning by introducing a Sindon dip. 
into the Hole of the Trepan, which I ſlid under 


Months Time, and the Wound cicatriſed without 
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pan. I raiſed the depreſſed Pieces, and then dreſſed 


ped in Mel Ros, faſtened to a Piece of fine Thread, 


the Bone by means of a thin Spatula ; then I put a 
Pledget of Lint upon it, to fill the Hole, and fi- 
niſhed the Dreſſing with Doſſils and Pledgets, arm 
ed with Digeſtive, and raiſed half an Inch above 
the Lips of the Wound, that the Compreſſion of 
the Bandage might prevent the riſing of the Dura 
Mater into the Hole of the Trepan, like an Excreſ- 
cence 3 which ſtopping this Aperture prevents a free 
Diſcharge of the Matter, and occaſions the Symp. 
toms to ſubſiſt, and ſometimes obliges us to make 
a ſecond Operation. 

I continued to dreſs the Wound in this Manner 
for five Days, when a Tumour appeared upon the 
Temporal Bone, which cauſing me to judge there 
was ſome hidden Diſorder, I opened it, and found 
that the Pus draining acroſs the Fracture in the Co- 


{ 
| 


ronal Bone, had formed an Abſceſs between that 
and the Crotaphite Muſcle. 


I dilated this Opening according to the Direc- 
tion of the Fibres, as much as I thought lufficient 
to diſcover the Fracture of the Bone, and the Sa- 
nies ſtill continued to iſſue acroſs the Fracture, 
even more abundantly than by the Hole of the 
Trepan, this Fracture being in a greater Declivity. 
The two Tables of the Bone exfoliated in two 


any farther Symptom to the Patient. 
RE ( 
Hence, we may obſerve that this Patient's good 


Conſtitution, and the little Notice ſhe took of the 
Event 


Ent 
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Event of her Diſtemper, contributed much to her 
Cure, which 21ght to be looked upon as ſomething 
extraordinary, nothing being more rare than to ſee 
a Patient recover at Hotel Dieu after the Operation 


of the Trepan : Moreover, this Perſon obſerved no 


exact Regimen during the whole Time. 

It may be farther obſerved, that after I had diſ- 
covered the Fracture of the Temporal Bone, by 
opening the Abſceſs, another Trepan would have 
been very proper to facilitate the Diſcharge of the 
Matter, and the Reaſon 1t was omitted, proceeds 
ed from no Symptoms appearing that obliged us 
to perform it, beſides the Danger of expoſing the 
Meninges to the Air of the Hoſpital. 
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OBSERV. XXVIII. 


Upon a Fracture of the Leg. 


N the Month of July, 1689, a Man was ſent 
to Hotel Dieu, who had his Leg broke, by the 
talling in of ſome Earth upon him. 
The Fracture of both Bones was compleat three 
Fingers; breadth below the Joint of the Knee, the 


4 Tibia coming out of the Wound the length of three 


Inches; he was immediately carried to a Bone- 
ſetter, who refuſed to touch it. When he was put 
into Bed I reduced the Bones with much Difficulty, 


and kept them in their Situation by means of an 


eighteen Tailed Bandage dipped in Oxycrate, firſt 


i filling the Wound, which I had ſufficiently dila- 


ed, with Pledgets of dry Lint, then applied an 
2 
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Empl. Galeni, put the Part into a proper Situation, 


andſe cured it with Junks. 

At the ſecond Dreſſing, I made an Injection of 
Tincture of Myrrh and Aloes, Frank incenſe and 
Ariſtolochia Longa. & Rot. extracted with White 
Wine. I likewiſe dipped the Pledgets in the ſame 


Liquor, and applied a Diapalma Plaiſter upon the 


Whole. I continued this Dreſſing for a Week, 
and then uſed the Mundificative Ointment for the 
Fleſh, and upon the Bone Pledgets, dipped in the 
ſame Tincture, changing the Dreſſing as ſoon as it 
was foul, obſerving at the ſame Time to give the 
fractured Bones the leaſt Motion poſſible, by which 
Care, and proper Dreſſings, he recovered in eight 
Months : The Cure being ſo long retarded on Ac- 
count of the Exfoliation of the Tibia, the ſuperior 
Part whereof entirely ſeparated. | 


Ozsxxv., XXIX. 
Upon a Laxation of one of the Vertebræ of the Back, 


N November, 1687, a Man was brought to the 
Hoſpital who had fallen three Stories high into 
the Street, and diſlocated the eleventh Vertebra of 
the Back ; from which Moment the inferior Parts 
became Paralytick, and it cauſed alſo a Suppreſſion 
of Urine, and Dejection of the Fæces, ſo that he 
only made Water by the Uſe of a Probe, and 
diſcharged backwards by the Uſe of Clyſters. 
This Laxation being incurable, the Patient lived 
only fix Weeks in this miſerable Condition. 
R E- 
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R E MA R K. 
This Obſervation proves the Succus Nervoſus, 
eſſential to Muſcular Motion, ſince the Intercep- 
tion of it by the Preſſure of the ſuxated Vertebra 
in this Caſe, rendered the Parts below Paralytick, 


for want of a proper Supply of that Juice. 


Oss ERV. XXX. 


Upon the ſame Subject. 


TE, eleventh of and. 1695, a Man acci- 
dentally fell down Stairs, and received ſo 
violent a Blow upon the Regio Lumbaris, againſt 
one of the Steps, that altho* there was neither 


Practure nor Diſlocation, the inferior Parts became 


immediately Paralytick, attended with a Suppreſ- 


ſion of Urine. 


I was ſent for four Days after, to make him 


; Urine by means of the Probe, - in Preſence of 


Dr. Berger Phyſician, and Mr. Faure licenſed Sur- 


I immediately inquired whether he had fallen, 
and hearing the Report of his Fall, declared to the 
Gentlemen preſent, that if he had no Gangrene at 


i his Fundament, it would inevitably follow, and 


that he would periſh by that Symptom. 
My Prognoſtick was verified within twelve Days, 


notwithſtanding all the Precautions to prevent this 


Accident, Such as putting him upon a Cloſe-Stool, 
F 3 and 
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and uſing Fomentations with Spirit of Wine: The 
Gangrene, by Degrees, extended to the Muſculi Glu- 
ti, the Os Sacrum ſoon became bare, and the 
more Gangrened Fleſh was taken off, the deeper 
we found the Mortification, 

I continued however to probe the Wound 
twice a Day, ſtill predicting that the Patient 
would "nfallibly periſh 3 they boaſted ſo much to 
the Family of a certain Remedy in the Hands of 
a Daniſh Monk called Father Cracman, which put 
a Stop to all Sorts of Mortifications in the Space 
of 24 Hours, that they ſent for him to make the 
Experiment. He applied it ſix Days together, 
without any other Succeſs than to ſee the Gangrene 
increaſe in the ſame Manner as when eommon Re- 
medies are uſed. The Putrefaction extending from 
the Carnous to the Membranous Parts, from thence 
to the Vertebræ and Medulla Spinalis. The Pa- 
tient dy'd the 19th of September following, having 

a profound Mortification in all the Paralytick Parts 
which had ſuffered the leaſt Compreſſion, and this 
without any Fever or bad Symptom, and even 
without Extinction of the natural Heat, excepting 
in thoſe Places that were compreſſed. 


REMARK. 


This evidently proves, that the Parts are not 
only nouriſhed by the Blood, but that Nutrition 
depends as much at leaft upon the Influence of the 
Animal Spirits by the Nerves. 


OBSERV, 
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Upon a Wound with a Sword that cauſed the Death 
of the Patient, tho* at firſt it appeared inconſiderable. 


HE 8th of Fanuary, 1688, a Soldier was ſent 
to the Hoſpital, who had received a Wound 
that pierced the Teguments above the right Clavi- 
cula, and ſlipt over the Bone without intereſting 

any other Parts in all Appearance. 
We dilated the Wound at the firſt Dreſſing, and 
applied the common Remedics upon ſuch Occa- 
ions. The next Day the Patient was ſeized with a 
Numbneſs in the Arm, on that Side from the Shoul- 
der to the End of the Fingers, accompanied with 
very conſiderable Pain, and in the End an hard Tu— 
mour was formed above the Wound, extending 
from the Clavicula, to the inferior Part of the lower 
Jaw. „ 
This Tumour was reſolved in Part by Topicks, 
and ſuppurated by the Wound, inſomuch that it 
diſſipated; but, at the ſame Time, he was ſcized 
with a Poignant Pain on the left Side oppoſite to 
the Wound, attended with irregular Shiverings, 

which Symptoms carried him off in five Days. 

I opened the Body, and found that the Wound 
had not penetrated the Thorax, neither was there 
any Extravaſation on that Side, that is to ſay on 
the Right; but on the Left, where the Pain came 
laft, the Lobe of the Lung was filled with Pus and 


. entirely putrified. 
9 Fs R E- 
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 REMARE. 


We have Reaſon to imagine, that a ſmall Por- 
tion of the Matter which formed the "Tumour on the 
right Side, having ſuppurated by the Wound, 
another more conſiderable Portion was tranſlated to 
the left Lobe, where it was abſorbed and occaſioned 
the Gangrene. 


O BSE RV. XXXII. | 
Upon a Coheſion of the Vulva. , 


HE firſt of April, 1693, a certain Girl, who 
declared herſelf a Maiden, tho' in Appearance 
ſhe ſeemed to have born Children, came to con- 
ſult me upon what was neceſſary to enlarge the Ori- 
fice of the Vagina, the Opening whereof would 
hardly admit of my Probe. | 
I adviſed her to ſubmit to the ſame Operation I 
had perſormed two Years before upon a Woman, 
who had the like Inconveniency, by indiſcretely 
uſing Aftringent Medicines, with the Intention of 
contracting the Vulva, which had been extremely 
dilated, by an hard Labour at the Hoſpital. 
As I was in doubt, whether this pretended Mai- 
den had not made Uſe of the ſame Aſtringents to 
repair the Breaches of her Virginity, I propoſed to 


employ the fame Method, which had happily ſuc- 


ceeded in deſtroying the Coherences and Callofities 
occaſioned by too powerful Aſtringents, in the Va- 
gina of my former Patient, a 


To 
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To perform this, ſhe was laid upon the ſame 


| Bed where Women are delivered, and her Thighs 
held at a Diſtance by two Servants, and then I di- 
© lated the ſmall Orifice, with a Lancet, as much as 
Vas neceſſary to introduce a hollow Probe, which 
being paſs'd to the Bottom of the Vagina, I intro- 
© duced a crooked Biſtoury by means of the firſt Di- 
latation, and made an Inciſion upwards, and down- 
© wards, in the Coheſion and Calloſities, which I af- 
terwards cut off in ſuch Manner, as to be capa- 


ble of introducing a Tent an Inch and half in 
Circumference, charged with Digeſtive, and thus 
ſhe was managed till the Completion of the Cure, 


REMARK 
T have not heard whether ſhe has been with Child 


| fince the Operation; but if ſhe has, it muſt have 


been a difficult Labour. 


20 
OS ERV. XXXIIL 


Upon an Aneuriſm after Bleeding. 


F young Students can reap any Advantage, 
from the ſeventh Obſervation, of the Manner 

in which I operated in the Cure of an Aneuriſm, 
made by the Rupture of an Artery, at the Bend of 
the Arm, which we commonly call a falſe Aneu- 
riſm ; I hope they will likewiſe reap a Benefit from 
the Operation I am going to recite in the true 
Aneuriſm, which frequently happens after Phlebo- 
tomy, 
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tomy, when the Vein is ſo near the Artery, that 
the moſt experienced in the Practice of that Opera. 
tion, are.not always certain of opening one, with. 
out touching the external Coat of the other. 

This Accident happened ſeven Months before, 
to a Lady of Melan, who was brought to me the 
25th of April, 1695, with an Aneuriſmal Tumour 
on her Arm, of the Bigneſs of a Gooſe's Egg, 
occaſioned by that unhappy Bleeding. 

The Operation, ſuitable for the Cure of this Tu- 
mour, being reſolved upon in Conſultation, I went 

a few Days after to perform it. Mr. Du Vernay, 
Profeſſor in the Royal Garden, and ſeveral others 
being preſent, I then proceeded in the following 
Manner. 

My Dreſſipg being ready, I placed the Patient 
in a commodious Situation, then deſiring my Af- 
ſiſtants to hold her firm, and others to ſecure the 
Arm, I fixed the Journiquet in the Manner before 
deſcribed in the ſeventh Obſervation, and made an 
Inciſion into the Tumour, longitudinally, by which 
Means the Aneuriſmal Cyſtis was opened in its 
whole Extent. 

I afterwards found ſome Difficulty in the Ope- 
ration more than I had done in the former, and for 
two Reaſons. | 

Firſt, becauſe the Patient loſt her Reſolution af. 
ter the firſt Inciſion, ſo that ſhe would endure no- 
thing afterwards, but what was done by Force, 
to finiſh the Operation, which obliged me to act | 
more precipitately than I ſhould have done. © 

Secondly, the Aneuriſmal Cyſtis being conſide- WW = 
rably thickened, and as hard as Horn, prevented 
my eaſy Diſcovery of the Body of the Artery, 
which I was to tye above the Aperture. Never- 
theleſs, when I had emptied the coagulated Blood 
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6 | contained i in the Cyſtis, with ſome ſanious Serolity, 


© 7] cut off all the Calloſity with my Sciſſors; then 


E looſening the Tourniquet, I diſcovered the Opening 


in the Artery, from whence the Blood proceeded, 


and ordering it to be tightened again, I paſſed my 


crooked Needle, threaded with a waxed Thread, 
under the Veſſel above the Orifice ; and drawing 
the Thread, tied it in ſuch a Manner, that no Blood 


iſſued from the wounded Artery. 


After this I paſſed another Thread under it, in 


the ſame Place, to make a ſecond Ligature, in 


” Caſe the firſt ſhould grow looſe, and then en- 


deavoured to pals a third under the lower Part of 
the Artery, to prevent a Reflux of Biood from the 
neighbouring Anaſtomoſes, but it was impoſlible 
to perſuade the Patient to endure it, and was there- 


fore obliged to finiſh the Operation as ſoon as I 
could, by applying the ſame Medicines and Ban- 
| dage to the Wound mentioned in the ſeventh Ob- 
q ſervation, and then ordered the Patient to be put 
to Bed, leaving two Servants to relieve each other, 
| to keep the Artery compreſſed 24 Hours. 


My 


Reaſon for this was, that, notwithſtanding the Li- 


gature was ſufficiently tight, I obſerved a ſmall 
Stream of Blood, which might flow back from 


the inferior Branch of the Artery. | 

I removed the Dreſſing next Day in the Preſence 
of thoſe who had ſeen the Operation performed; 
we had no Flux of Blood, and continued to dreſs 
the Wound four Days, with the dry Digeſtive, and 
afterwards with the moiſt, and the Ligature fall- 
ing off the ſeventh Day, I ufed nothing but dry 
Lint to conſolidate the Wound, which was per- 
fectly healed in 25 Days. 
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R E MA R K. 


[ remember to have performed the ſame Ope- 
ration upon a Lad at Hotel Dieu, on Account of 
an Aneuriſm in the Bend of the left Arm, occa- 
ſioned likewiſe by Bleeding. In this Caſe I made 
a Ligature upon the Artery, and dreſſed the Wound 
regularly afterwards with the Remedies mentioned 
before; but notwithſtanding all my Care, a Quan- 
tity of ſoft Fleſh grew in the Wound, which ſprung 
up more and more, as I endeavoured to deſtroy 
it by Cathereticks; and this even to the twelfth 
Day that the Fleſh ſeparated, when the inferior 
Branch of the Artery, that had not been tied, fur- 
niſhed ſuch a Quantity of Blood, that the Patient 
would ſoon have loft his Life, had not a Surgeon 
been preſent to ſtop the Bleeding by Means of a 
Button of Vitriol. | 1 

This Accident ought to be a Caution to young 
Surgeons, not to negle& tying the Artery both 
above and below the Aperture in the Operation of 

the Aneuriſm: For altho' bad Fleſh is not always 
engendered to prevent the Re- union of the Veſſel, 
yet the Poſſibility of its happening, is a ſufficient 
Precaution for Surgeons, to be prepared againſt an 
Accident, that may coſt the Patient his Life, af- 
ter enduring a painful Operation. | | 
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| Upon a Volvulus in the Inteſtine Fejunum. 
os Young Girl was troubled with frequent Nau- 


SW {A feas in the Month of March, 1696, with- 
wifi | out any Pain in the lower Belly, but only violent 
trie Pains in the Head. The Phyſician ſent for to 
fur. remedy theſe Symptoms, purged her twice; by 
tient which, ſhe ſeemed to be better for the Space of 
geon twelve Days; then her Inclinations to vomit at- 
of a WW fack'd her more ſtrongly, with a continual Fever, 

together, with ſuch an Heavineſs in the Head, 
Dung that ſhe could hardly open her Eyes, accompanied 


both [ with ſuch a Drowſineſs, that it could not be inter- 
* rupted, but when ſhe was troubled with Hickups, 


3 ö that excited a Vomiting with terrible Cries. She 
M1, ſwallowed what was offered her tolerably well at firſt, 
. and went freely backwards. The Medicines exhibi- 


red to cure this Diſeaſe, which they imagined was in 
the Stomach, were unſucceſsful ; and the real Cauſe 
bol it was unknown till her Body was opened, which 
F * ſent for to perform the ſecond of April fol- 
| 10WINg, 
l began by opening the Abdomen, where I found 
the Principal Viſcera, as che Liver, Spleen and. 
Kidneys in their natural State, The Stomach was 
ſo much diminiſhed in Magnitude, as not to ex- 
ceed the Colon in Diameter. I traced the Progreſs 
of the Inteſtines, and towards the End of the Jeju- 
num, found one of thoſe Foldings in the Inteſtines, 
| impro- 
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improperly called a Folvulus, diſpoſed in ſuch x 
Manner that the ſuperior Part of the Inteſtinal 
Canal, defcended into the inferior, in the Man- 
ner as the Finger of a Glove is inverted, and the 


lower Part of the Inteftine covering the upper, 


formed a Ring reſembling that of the Prepuce 
when it covers only halt of the Glans. 

I had Reaſon to believe, without any farther 
Examination, that this Strangulation of the In- 
teſtine, tho' it was not Total, had been the Cauſe 
of all the Symptoms which happened to this Child, 


and the Occaſion of its Death. Nevertheleſs, ſince 


this poor Infant, as we obſerved before, had vio- 
lent Pains in her Head and other Symptoms de- 
noting a Diſtemper in the Epigaſtrium, they ob- 
liged me to open the Head to examine the Con- 
dition of the Brain, where I found no other Dil. 
order, than a ſuperabundant Quantity of Seroſity 
in the anterior Venticles, which might perhaps 
be extravaſated by the Force of Vomiting, and 
intercept the Circulation of the Juices in the Head 
for a ſhort time, 

It is very probable beſides, that this little Creature 
had languiſhed a conſiderable Time under the Dif- 
eaſe with this Strangulation of the Inteſtine ; and 
that by Reaſon of the Entrance of the Inteſtine from 
above downwards, the Obſtruftion was the leſs 
exact, and ſtill ſuffered ſome Parts of the Aliments 
and Excrements to paſs thro? it, and to furniſh 
Matter ſufficient for thoſe Dejections the Patient 
afforded. | 

Some Perſons, preſent at this Operation, hear- 
ing us ſpeak of a Knot in the Inteſtine, faid the 
Child might be cured by two different Methods, 
either by making her ſwallow ponderous Medi- 
cines, as Balls of Lead, or Quickſilver, or by 

making 
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making an Inciſion in the Abdomen, to looſen the 
EKnot of the Inteſtine; a Part of Surgery pretended 
to be practiſed with Succeſs, tho? upon the moſt 
uncertain Traditions. 


As to my own Part, I think both Methods 


” impracticable in this Caſe; Firſt, the Quickſilver 
and Lead might paſs to the ſtrangulated Part with- 
| out removing the Folding, which I acknowledge to 
have been from above downwards: Beſides, obſerv- 
ing, that when I had unknotted it my ſelf, by draw- 
ing the Inteſtine in that Part, the natural Spring of 
it was ſo inverted, that it returned to its former 
Situation when J had quitted it. 


REMARK. 


The following Conſequence may be from hence 


| deduced 3 ſuppoſe @ ponderous Body capable of 
lengthning the Inteſtine at the Place where it was 
| frangulated : it is very credible that the ſame 
Body having paſſed beyond it, that Portion of the 
Inteſtine might have reſtored itſelf to the ſame 
State of Inverſion. | 


With Reſpect to the Aperture of the Abdomen 


| to looſen this Knot in the Inteſtine, which may be 
| termed Gaſtrotomy, I am dubious whether it was 
ever practiſed with Succeſs, Firſt, upon Ac- 
count of the Difficulty of finding the Place where 
| the Aperture ſhould be made, to fix directly upon 
| the Inteſtine engaged. But this Difficulty conſiſts, 
in that the Pain of the Strangulation may be com- 
municated throughout the Inteſtinal Canal and even 
to the Stomach, as it happened in the Caſe I 
have reported; and therefore it would be diffi- 
cult to fix upon a proper Place for an Inciſion. 


Secondly, 
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| Secondly, that this Fold inverting the Spring of 
the Inteſtine, it would conſequently happen, that 
after the Solution of this Knot by drawing that 
Portion of the entangled Inteſtine, it would im. 
mediately return upon the Inteſtine's being left u 
its proper Elaſticity, as I had before obſerved in 
opening the Body. | 

The Examples cited to authoriſe the Succeſs of 
that Operation, have had no other Foundation, in 
all Appearance, than vulgar Tradition ill ſupport- 
ed, by preventing, towards unfolding the In 
teſtine, the Reduction ſometimes obliged to be 
made upon Account of Ventral or Umbilical 
Herniæ. ; 

In Fine, if it be true that this Strangulation 
ever gave Way in other Caſes, which we have 
Reaſon to doubt, from what was before alledged; 
there was no Indication for it in the preſent Caf, 
ſince there was not one Symptom correſpondent 
to a Diſtemper of the Inteſtine, and that all of 
them tended to confirm, that the Seat of the Di- 

ſtemper was in the Stomach. 
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OsBSs ERV. XXXV. 
Upon opening the Body of a Woman big with Child, 


Was ſent for the 17th of May 1695, to open 
the Body of a Woman 19 Years of Age, 
who, having been afflifted with a deſperate Hoarſe- 
neſs for a Year paſt, ventured to marry notwith- 


ſtanding, about 4 Months before. After bleeding, 


and 


ilical 


lation 

have 
Iged; 
Caſe, 
ndent 
all of 
> Di 


SURGERY, © 


and taking a Vomit ſix Days before her Death, 
by the Advice of her Phyſician, ſhe found her- 
ſelf ſo much relieved, that ſhe propoſed to take a 
© little Journey to accompliſh a Vow ſhe had made 
for her Recovery; but three Nights after her 
Purgation, ſhe fell into a Kind of Lethargy, 
which prevented the Adminiſtration of either ſpi- 
© ritual or corporal Aſſiſtance, and died in lefs than 
half an Hour, 


REMARK. 
Having opened the Abdomen, I found in the 


4 Womb, which was leſs thick than in its natural 
State, a Male Child of about fourteen Weeks 


Growth, the Red Colour whereof denoted an In- 


flammation, but was conformable to Nature in 
all other Reſpects, 


Then I proceeded to open the Thorax, whoſe 


ö left Cavity was filled with three or four Pints of 


Seroſity, in which that Lobe of the Lungs floated 
without being much altered. On the right Side 
the Lungs were adherent to the Pleura, much in- 
flated and purulent. Moreover, the Pericardium 
contained double the natural Quantity. All theſe 
Diſorders were ſenſible Cauſes of the ſudden Suf- 
focation of the Patient. 
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ASA AS SAY 
Ozszrv. XXXVI. 


Upon opening the Body of a Woman who had an 
extraneous Subſtance in the Womb. 


N the Month of April, 1696, a Midwife of my 
Acquaintance was ſent for, to ſee a Woman, 
who thought herſelf eleven Months gone with Child, 
and felt the internal Orifice of the Womb dilat- 
ed the Breadth of a Crown and more; and a car- 
nous Subſtance, the Extremity whereof preſented 
itſelf in ſuch a Manner at this Aperture, that as 
ſhe could turn her Finger around it, ſhe endeavour- 
ed to lay hold of it for a conſiderable Time, in 
order to extract it from the Womb; but not ſuc- 
ceeding, they ſent for Mr. Clement, Maſter Sur- 
geon, and one well ſkilled in Midwifery, who made 
freſh Attempts to the ſame End, and having un- 
ſucceſsfully attempted it, he was obliged to aban- I 
don the Woman to her unhappy Fate. | = 
It is proper to obſerve, that this Patient monthly 
diſcharged a large Quantity of Blood, from the 
Beginning of her conceited Pregnancy, which had 
extremely weakened her : So that after many fruit- 
Jeſs Attempts to extract this extraneous Body, 
being more and more extenuated, ſhe came to 
Hotel Dieu, where ſhe died. © 
I opened the Body and found a fleſhy Subſtance, 
adhering to the Bottom of the Womb, of the Big- 
neſs of a Bullock's Heart, covered with a Membrane, 


which ſeemed to be an Expanſion of the internal 
Tunick 


* 
* 
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Tunick of the Womo. This extraneous Subſtance 
had a Neck belonging to it, by which it was faſten- 
ed to the Womb, and much ſmaller than the 

Body that filled. its Cavity, the Point whereof was 
roduced to the external Orifice. 

This Subſtance' increaſed by Means of four 
branches of Veins and Arteries diſtributed in it 
the Arteries were very ſmall, but the Diameter 
of the Veins as large as the Crural when cut 
acrols, | 
I fplit this extraneous Body, and found a con- 
ſiderable Cavity in the Middle of it, extending 


from the Baſis to the Point, from whence the 


Veins diſcharged the Blood, that cauſed the He- 
morrhage monthly attending the Patient, and the 
Extremity of it was contuſed and gangrened by the 
frequent endeavours to extract it. 


DO CIGIGIC 
XXXVII. 


O BS ERV. 


Upon an Operation for the Stone ill performed. 


Surgeon, unexperienced in the Practice of 
Lithotomy, on the fourth of July, 1696, at- 
tempted to perform that Operation upon a Girl 
ſeven Years old, in the Preſence of Mr. AForti, 
Doctor in Phyſick, of the Faculty at Paris, and 

ſeveral Surgeons, who attended with my ſelf. 
When he had introduced his Conductors, accord- 
ing to Cuſtom, by the Paſſage of the Urethra. 
into the Bladder and felt the Stone, he lid his 
Forceps between the Conductors, and feeling a 
G 2 long 
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long Time for the Stone, without finding it, there 
appeared at the End of his Forceps, a ſmall Lump 
of ſhining Fleſh, which obliged him to deſiſt ; and 
when he had thruſt this Excreſence back, he with- 
drew his ſtrait Forceps, and introduced a crooked 
Pair, imagining that he felt the Stone towards the 
ſuperior Part; but, inſtead of meeting with a real 
Stone, he laid hold of that Portion of Fleſh which 
a appeared to be of the Bigneſs of a Pullet's 

SS: - 

I was aware of the Accident, and deſired the 
Opcrator, without taking Notice to the Aſſiſtants, 
to deſiſt from endeavouring to extract the Stone, 
which might perhaps appear of its own accord in 
the Suppuration; and when he had gently preſs'd 
the fleſhy Subſtance back, which appeared exter- 
nally, the Patient was put into Bed, and died a 
few Hours after, tortured with violent Vomitings, 
and Convulſions, and would infallibly have pe- 
riſhed under the Hands of the Operator had he 


continued his Handy-work. 


I opened the Body of the Child next Day, and 


found the Botom of the Bladder fo lacerated, that 


the Hole would admit of an Egg, by which Means, 
the Stone was loſt and lodged in the Abdomen, 
having been cruſhed in Pieces by the Forceps. 
Tt was likewiſe thro* this Orifice, that a Por- 
tion of the Fion was produced to the external 
Aperture, of the Bigneſs of an Egg : The Action of 
the Diaphragma, and Muſcles of the Epigaſtrium, 
perpetually tending to protrude the Parts contained 
in the Abdomen from above downwards, thro? all 
the Vents where with it could meet. 


REMARKS. 


in SURGERY. 85 
REMARKS. 


In order to make fome Remark upon the un- 
happy Event of this Operation, that may be of 
Service to Surgeons who Practice Lithotomy ; we 
muſt firſt conſider, what was the Cauſe of lace- 
rating the Bottom of the Bladder ; and ſecondly, 
what is neceſſary to be done to prevent the like 
Misfortune. | | 
This Child's Bladder was torn at the Bottom 
by the Extremity of the Conductors, which the 
Operator indiſcreetly quitted when he endeavoured 
to introduce his Forceps into the Bladder, and 
this Laceration was afterwards enlarged by the 
Forceps themſelves in ſeeking for the Stone, whoſe 
| Subſtance was ſo ſoft, as to be cruſhed in Pieces be- 
tween the Teeth of the Inſtrument, without being 
perceived by the Operator. 

So fatal an Accident ought to inſtrut Lithoto- 
miſts, that it is of the utmoſt Importance to hold 
their Conductors firm 1n the left Hand, whilſt they 
introduce the Forceps with the Right into the Blad- 
der, ſo that the left Hand ſhould perform an Acti- 
on contrary to the other. The Method of doing 
this, is by holding the Conductors in the Place 
where they Croſs, leſt, being thruſt too far into 
the Bladder, they may lacerate the Bottom of it; 
as it happened in the preſent Cafe, whilſt the O- 
perator performs a contrary Motion with his right 
Hand, which is to puſh the Forceps forward uito 
the Bladder, by Means of the Conductors, which 
thus remaining firm and ſteady, can never offend 
It, | 
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Ozszxv. XXXVIII. 
Upon the Bite of a Viper, 


OME Years ago a certain Apothecary wa 
bit by a Viper, which Accident was occaſioned 

in the following Manner. 
His Apprentice having prepared three Vipers 


that were ſent for in haſt white he was abroad, un- 


fortunately left their Heads upon the Counter with 
out cruſhing them in Pieces. The Apothecary 
upon his Return Home was willing to firing them 
that they might dry, not thinking they were till 
in a Condition ro wound him. He ſtrung two 


of them, and the third bit him in the Middle of the 


Thumb, whilſt he was endeavouring to place i 
upon the St tring with the other two. 

He no ſooner felt kimſelt wounded, but he ſnatch- 
ed the Head from his Hand, and immediately 
began to provide againſt the Accidents that might 
enſue, both by the Application of external and 
the Uſe of internal Medicines, 

To this End, he made the Wound bleed plenti- 
fully, making a Ligature above it, and then covered 
it with a Plaiſter of the beſt 7, * and ſwal- 
lowed a lage Doſe of the ſame, drinking a Glass 
of generous Wine upon it. 

Then he placed himſelf near the Fire, to pre- 
ſent his Finger to it ac cording to the old Max- 
im, Vencnum attrabitir ab igne. He had not long 
remained there before he was ſeized with a ſudden 

Faintnels, 
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| internal Medicines, 
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E Faintneſs, which obliged him to go out to take the 
Air, and fitting down he found himſelf preſſed, 
as tho* it had been by a Barr, both before and 
behind, and then endeavouring to riſe, his Legs 
failed him, and they were obliged to carry him 
to Bed, where he breathed with Difficulty. 


After this, he vomited twice a yellowiſh kind 


| of Matter, and then Joſt his Senſes, which ſoon 
returning, he was ſeized with a general Shivering, 
and remained in this Condition from ten o' Clock 
in the Morning till eleven at Night. 
ſicians of his Acquaintance, during this Interval, 


Two Phy- 


reſcribed him competent Doſes of Volatile Salts, 


and Powder of Vipers in a Glaſs of old Wine, 
or in a proper Vehicle, till his Pulſe beginning 
| to return, and the Heat ſenſible at the Extremities, 
| theſe Gentlemen ordered him to retrench the Uſe 
of thoſe Remedies which had too great an Ac- 
| tivity. 


An univerſal Sweat enſued, which was followed 


by a violent ſwelling upon the Arm and Hand, 
together, with the whole Side that was Bit, below 
the Navel, accompanied with a very black Zcchy- 
| moſis upon the whole Skin of thoſe Parts. | 


Theſe Symptoms diſappeared by the Uſe of Fo- 


| mentations made with Volatile Spirit of Vipers, 
{ Urine, the beſt Theriaca and rectified Spirit of Wine, 


continued for three Weeks, together with the 
After which, the Patient per- 


REMARKS. 
The Expoſition of this Fact ought to inſinuate 


| two Things: Firſt, That it is from the Viper it 


ſelf the moſt efficacious Specificks againſt the Poi- 
ſon of that Animal are extracted. Secondly, That 
' 4 =_ 
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not a Moment ſhould be loſt to put them in uſe, 
leſt the Diſorder occaſioned by that ſubtil Poiſon in 
the Blood of the Patient ſhould be irreparable from 
the beſt Medicines. 

As to the Poiſon of this Animal, the Ancients 
are ſo confuſed, that it is Difficult to gather any 
conſiſtent Notions from them, even from M. Au- 
relius Severinus, who wrote the beſt upon that Sub- 
Jett. Yan Helmont conjectured the Poiſon to be 
rather of an ideal and imaginary. Nature than 
Material; and that it did not ariſe from any par- 
ticular phyſical Property in the Juices of the Viper ; 
but from a peculiar Determihation and Efficacy 
given them by the enraged Spirits. Signior Redi, 
an Italian, took a better Method and governed 
his Opinion by Experiment and Facts. After many 
Trials he found the Conceit of the enraged Spirits 
to be a mere Deluſion, becauſe, after the Saliva, 
in which he ſuppoſed the Poiſon to be lodged, had 
been preſſed out, by a Bite or two, and exhauſted, 
all the Rage, in which the Creature could be put, 
could not make it hurtful, But notwithſtanding 
ſuch convincing Facts Moſicur Charras, a Þrench- 
man, fell into Yan Hlelinont's Conceit, and pretended 
to ſupport it by Experiments, but with very little 


Credit, eſpecially, ſince Dr. Mead, in his Eſſay on 


Poiſons, has put the Matter entirely out of Diſpute. 

Signior Redi, to prove that the Action of the 
Poifon does not proceed from the Rage of the Ani- 
mal, but from the Activity of the Volatile Salts 
contained in a r at the Bottom of the 
Twangs, makes uſe of the following Experi- 
ment. 


He collected ſome of this Liquor from the Heads 
of ſeveral Vipers, and having prepared ſome 
ſmall ſplinters of Wood, left them to be * 
nate 
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nated with this Liquor. He ſuffered them after- 


\ wards to dry for a conſiderable Time, then thruſt- 


ing one of theſe Splinters into the Breaſt of a 
Pigeon, the Animal in a ſhort Time died, as tho' 
it had been bit by a living Viper, 
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Upon @ Pain in the right Hypocondrium, 


HE 14th of September, 1695, I was ſent 
| for to the Son of the Preſident Mr. Chare- 
ton, who had been a long time afflicted with a fixed 
Pain in the right Hypocondrium, and in the lateral 
Part of the Epigaſtrium, on the ſame Side, accompa- 
nied with a violent Fever, and irregular Shiverings. 
There was an Oedematous Tumour likewiſe, on 
that Part where the Pain was fixed, by which, 
the diſtemper'd Side might be caſily diſtinguiſh- 
ed. 1 
His Phyſician and my ſelf, conſulted together 
upon his Diſeaſe, and agreed, that the Pain being 
conſtantly fixed in the ſame Place againſt the Liver, 
we had Reaſon to preſume that this Viſcus was af- 
fected with a Phlegmon, which had already a Ten- 
dency to ſuppurate; and in order to reſolve and 
diſſipate the Hatus of the Oedema, that prevented 
us from judging, by the Touch, of what paſſed in- 
ternally, we agreed to apply equal Parts of Empl. 


de cicuta & Melilot to the Tumour. 


Three Days aftcr this Application, I could 
perceive a Collection of Pus at the Bottom of the 
8 Swelling, 
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Swelling, but the Fluctuation ſeemed to be very 
deep; I therefore applied the Plaiſter with the 
Gums, incorporated with Mercury. | 
Being farther convinced, a few Days after, that 
there was an internal Impoſtumation, I propoſed a 
Conſultation upon this Diſtemper with the cele- 
brated Mr. Beſſiere, to agree upon the moſt proper 
Method to be taken for the Diſcharge of the 
Matter. | | 

The Twenty-ſecond of the ſame Month, which 

was the eighth Day of his being under my Care, 
I met Mr. Beſſiere at the Patient's, and we reſolved 
to open the Abſceſs by Cauſtick, upon which J 
laid a Train of Lapis Infernalis upon the Part we 
agreed on, and left it till eight in the Evening, 
when we were to meet again to remove the Dre. 
ſing. | 

1 hen perceiving that the Cauſtick had pro- 
duced the deſired Effect, I opened the Fleſh with a 
Lancet, and came to the Cavity that contained 
the Pus, which diſcharged above two Quarts. It 
was of the Colour of Milk and almoſt as thin, 
but mixed at the ſame Time with ſmall Adipous 
Particles, proceeding from the Epiploon, a Porti- 
on whereof was diſſolved, and deſtroyed by the 
Suppuration of this large Abſceſs. 

Then I introduced my Fore-finger into the Aper- 
ture, which was conſiderable, and perceived a 
Loſs of Part of the Subſtance of the ſmall Lobe 
of the Liver, which would admit of three Fingers, 
and indeed Mr, Beſſiere and myſelf each of us in- 
troduced three Fingers, and obſerved that a great 
Number of Veſſels of all Sorts were bare and 
uncovered, and that their Texture was ſmooth, ſoit 
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T make this Remark on Account of another 
Patient of Mr. Beſſiere's whom he had under his 
Care at the ſame Time, and was willing I ſhould 
viſit, This Patient had likewiſe loſt a Part of the 
Snbſtance of the Liver by Means of an Abſceſs; 
but the Condition of the Veſlels diſcovered at the 
Bottom, was very different ; being dry and parch- 
ed, as tho* they had been roaſted. 

Beſides, the Matter diſcharged from this Abſceſs 
in a large Quantity, appeared of the Colour and 
Conſiſtence of Lees of Wine, which gave us oc- 
caſion to make a very bad Prognoſtick, founded 
upon the Authority of Hippocrates and repeated 
Experience, Neither was it ten Days after the 
Aperture, but he was tormented with Gripings in 
the Abdomen, which were ſoon ſucceeded with .an 
abundant Flux of purulent Matter below. Irregu- 
lar Shiverings followed, and the Fever increaſed 
to that Height, that the Wound became dry, 
and the Patient died the fourteenth Day after the 
Operation. - 

Affairs proceeded in a different Manner with 
the former; the Difference of the Excretions and 
other Symptoms, obliged us to make a more fa- 
vorable Prognoſtick of the Event of the Diſtem- 
per; this being a Cyſtical Impoſtumation, there 
was no Expanſion of Pus in the Abdomen ; the 


Matter grew thicker by Degrees, and daily ap- 


peared more laudable, and in a better Condition, 
I drefled him conſtantly twice per Day, with 
Injections of Vulnerary Water, with which I 
mixed, each Time, ten or twelve Drops of Fiora- 
ventis Balſam, which has the Property of reſiſting 
Putrefaction beyond any other Medicine, and 
filled the Wound with Doſſils tied with Thread, 
to prevent their falling into the Cyſtis, and that 
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I might extract them with the greater Facility, 
tho* the Number ought to be reckoned that are 
put into the Wound when it is dreſſed. Theſe 
Doſſils being covered at firſt with a digeſtive 
Ointment, compoled of Terebenthine waſhed with 
Spirit of Wine, Powder of Myrth and Aloes, Oil 
of Eggs, Gum Elemi, and the Volks of ray 
Eggs, to give it the better Conſiſtence, and 
Pledgets arm'd with the ſame Remedy, covering 
the whole with a reſolvent Plaiſter mixed with 
Diachylon. 

When he had been dreſſed a Week in this Man- 
ner, the Suppuration conſiderably advanced, and 
then J made Uſe of the Ung. Mund. ex Appio, to 
incarnate the Wound, which being filled with 
Fungous Fleſh I took care to ſuppreſs, by com- 
mon Cathereticks, and at laſt, uſed the Plaiſter 
of St. Andrew upon the Croſs, which aſſiſted much 
towards the Cicatrization. | h 

During this Treatment his Phyſician had a pe- 
culiar Regard to his Regimen of Diet; at firſt he 
uſed Jelly of Hartſhorn, and Soops made of old 
Fowls and Partridge, to prevent a Diarrhea. His 


Appetite recovering ſoon after, they altered his 


Diet, and ſuffered him to eat boiled Meat, and 
to drink a little Wine and Water, and toward the 
End of the Cure he was gently purged three or 
four Times. By a Continuance of this Regimen, 
the Patient recovered in two Months; and tho? he 
was ſixty Years of Age at that Time, he has ſince 
enjoyed a good State of Health. 
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EI CIICICICICICIIICICICIGIO 
OBSERV. XL. 
Upon another Abſceſs in the Region of the Liver. 


HE 15th of O#. 1696, I was ſent for to 
ſee a Man who had aTumour in the Re- 


; gion of the Liver, under the Direction of a Phy- 
| fician, who was willing to aſſiſt him ſometimes 
| with his Opinion. 


This Patient had been troubled with a ſlow 


| Fever ten Weeks, accompanied with a fixed Pain 
on the right Side of the Cartilago Aiphoides, with a 


| circumſcribed Calloſity; and what threw him into 


a compleat Atrophy, was, an abſolute Diſtaſte 


to all kinds of Nouriſhment. 


Having ſeen him two Days ſucceſſively, that 
I might judge the better of his Caſe, I reſolved 
to purſue that general Maxim in Medicine, which 


| allows that the Diſtemper is generally ſituated 
| where the Pain is felt; confidently preſuming that 
there was an hidden Abſceſs in that Place, where 
the Pain and Hardneſs had ſubſiſted for ſo long a 


Time. 


Full of this Notion, I laid a Train of Cauſtick 


| upon the Tumour, which I left upon the Part, 
till it had produced its Effect. Then having remov- 
ed it before it had made any Impreſſion upon the 

Skin, I thought it however proper, not to defer 
the Opening, and inſtantly uſed an Impoſtumation 
| Lancet, with which I opened the Teguments, and 


then gradually dividing the Muſcles and Perito- 


naeum, 
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midſt of a Garden, and whole Diſtance from me, 


ſeemed to take the moſt happy turn we could 


became dry, and of a bad Colour, and the Symp- 
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næum, I ſoon came to the Matter, a Pint wheregf 


was diſcharged of a laudable Conſiſtence, and had 


made an Impreſſion upon the Superficies of the WF 2! 
ſmall Lobe of the Liver, the Bigneſs of a Crown, 
without leaving the Veſſels bare, which was ſenſi. 
bly perceived. | 

Theſe Circumſtances ſeemed to promiſe an hap. 
py Reſult ; nevertheleſs, as the Patient was very 
poor, ill nouriſhed, and expoſed to Cold in the 


prevented my ſeeing him every Day, tho? the Ulcer 


wiſh for, during a Fortnight. At length a Fever 
ſupervened, with irregular Shiverings, the Ulcer 


toms increaſed ſo ſuddenly, and fo conſiderably, 
that he died twenty Hours after opening the 
Abſceſs. | | 


REMARK 


The ill Succeſs attending this Management, 
ought to ſerve as an Inſtruction to Surgeons to 
be always reſerved in their Prognoſticks upon the 
Event of Diſtempers in the principal Cavities 
their Inſpection not being ſufficiently penetrating, 
to determine what happens at the Bottom of 
them, 
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OBSERV. XLI. 
Upon an Abſceſs in the Liver. 


HE Twenty-fourth of September in the Year 
1694, Dr. Lamery, celebrated for his Chy- 


E mical and Pharmaceutical Operations, deſired me 
to accompany him to ſee a Patient who had a 
| Tumour of the Bigneſs of a Pullet's Egg, a little 
below and on one Side the Cartilago Xiphoides, at- 
| tended with a profound Hardneſs, Redneſs, and 

Inflammation of the Teguments. 


He had conſulted ſeveral Surgeons, who all told 


him that his Diſtemper might be attended with un- 
happy Conſequences; but none had ſo much a- 
larmed him as an old Surgeon in the Faux- Bous. 
St. Germain, who imagines himſelf the only Ar- 
tiſt in the Profeſſion. This Surgeon having aſſured 
him, that the Tumour was an incurable Aneuriſm, 
the Increaſe whereof it was impoſſible to prevent, 
without wearing a Plate of Tin upon it, which 
{ſhould be concave next the Tumour, and a little 
| Convex on the out Side, to be fixed about his 
Body, with proper Tapes to ſecure it. 


He wore this Bandage for a Fortnight with 


Abundance of Inconveniency, by Reaſon, that this 
| ere inſtead of diminiſhing the Pain and 


ulſation, had conſiderably increaſed theſe Symp- 


toms, which obliged the Patient to leave him, 
after paying him ten Crowns he demanded 
for this Machine, which had been of no Service 
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Means, I diſcovered this Tumour not to be 


for his drink, a Ptiſan compoſed of Scorzonera 


to the Patient. The Compreſſion occaſioned by it 
proved accidentally of Service, as it made the 
Sign of a Phlegmon more conſpicuous ; by which 


Aneuriſmal, but a ſuppurated Abſceſs, that re. 
quired only to be opened, and therefore reſolved 
to perform the Operation that Inſtant, upon the 
Patient's Submiſſion, that I might act as I pleaſed 
in the Cure: Therefore, I took an impoſtume Lan- 
cet, and plunged it into the Tumour, which 
I did not withdraw till I perceived the Pus, and 
had opened the Abſceſs in its full Extent. This 
Abſceſs contained no more than half a Porrin- 
ger of reddiſh Matter, mixed with Streaks of 
a laudable Whiteneſs. This Pus being evacuat- 
ed I readily perceived an Impreſſion it had 
made upon the ſmall Lobe of the Liver, of the 
Bigneſs of a Crown. I filled the Wound with 
ſoft Doſſils made with ſmall Parcels of dried 
Linnen torn in Pieces, to ſtop the Gleetings of 
ſome blood Veſſels; then I applied the refol- 
vent Plaiſter, and a Compreſs upon it, the whole 
being ſupported by a Napkin around the Body, 
and the Scapulary, 

During the Treatment of this Diſtemper, the 
Patient was nouriſhed with ſucculent. Broth, and 


Root, Graſs Root and Liquorice. Beſides this, 
we added a Cordial Potion, made with Ag. Scab. 
and Ag. Card. Bened. in which an Ounce of Conf. 
Alkerm. and Syr. of Cloves was diſſolved. 

A Week after opening the Abſceſs they allowed 
him a moderate diet; and tho* after this Time 
he was indifferent as to the Regimen, he recovered 
within the Space of three Weeks. 

| REMARK, 
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It appears from the preſent Obſervation, that 


the moſt able Surgeons are liable to miſtake in 
| cheir Opinions of Tumours, and ſuffer themſelves to 
be miſlead by falſe Appearances : For the Sur- 
geon who judged this Tumour, of which I have 


been ſpeaking, to be an Aneuriſm, is, notwith- 
ſtanding, a Man ſkilled and experienced in his 
Art, tho? he has a much greater Opinion of him- 
ſelf than. he ought to have. His whole Judgment 
was founded upon the Pulſation he felt in the Tu- 
mour, which was plainly manifeſt, but not how- 
ever ſtrong enough to indicate an Aneuriſm, con- 
ſidering the other Symptoms characteriſing a Phleg- 
mon, which, conſequently, ought to have induced 


him to give a different Opinion of the Tumour, 


ASA ESA USA A e ee 
OBsEtrv. XLII. 
Upon a Fracture on the Leg. . 


II E eighth of November 1694, I was ſent for 
to ſee a Gentlewoman who had both Bones 


of the right Leg fractured in the inferior Part, 
with a conſiderable Wound, and a large Contuſion, 


occaſioned by a Pile of Wood which fell upon 
this Perſon and 26 or 27 more, 23 whereof died 
upon the Spot, and the Reſt terribly wounded, 
amongſt others, the Patient of whom we are 


ſpeaking. 
4 H The 
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The inferior Part of the Tibia was ſeparated from 
its Articulation with the Aſtragallus, and was ſo 
much diſtorted that it could not be reduced to 
its proper Place, and the Points of ſeveral Frag. 
ments of Bone had lacerated and entirely deftroyed 
the Extenſors of the Foot, and were fixed into 
the Fleſh 3 ſo that after I had extracted all the 
Pieces, that were wholly ſeparated, I was obliged 
to leave the inferior Part of the Tibia in this bad 
Situation, not being able to alter it. 

A Leg in this Condition, according to the 
Rules of .good Practice, ought to be amputated, 
therefore I propoſed a Conſultation, and Mr, 
Beſſiere being ſent for, we concluded upon the 
Amputation, Mr. Gigot, ſworn Surgeon, was like- 
wiſe of the ſame Opinion. 

Nothing more remained now but to make the 
Patient reſolve to undergo the Operation; but 
all the Reaſons we could alledge and the Remon- 
ſtrances we could make to perſuade her to it 
could not prevail, and I was conſtrained to exer- 
ciſe my Patience a long time by dreſſing her with 
an eighteen tail Bandage, and with ſuch Medicines 
as reſiſt Putrefaction, which was much to be 
apprehended, on Account of the large Contuſion 
of the Fleſh. To this End I dipped the Pledgets 
in Brandy, and armed them afterwards with melted 
Storax, dipping the Compreſſes in the ſame Li- 

uor. 

She ſuffered exceſſive Pains notwithſtanding, 
and a Fortnight paſſed before I could leave her, 
being obliged to remove the Dreſſings three or 
four Times per Day to refreſh the Limb. 

At this Time the Perone, which till now had 
ſupported itſelf ecu well, began to afford 


us ſome Employment ; a Splinter "of this Bone, 
| which 
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which was ſeparated from the whole, having occa- 
ſioned a very conſiderable Abſceſs, which I opened 
from the middle of the Leg, to the external 
Ankle, and then extracted the Piece of Bone that 
was looſe. 

In ſhort, a Fortnight after, we had a laudable 
Digeſtion, the mundified Fleſh was of a Florid 
Colour, and I drew out the Splinters of Bone in 
Proportion as they offered themſelves. 

The Dreſſings now became more eaſy, and 
the Cavities filling with Fleſh, I found there was 


no Neceſſity for any thing more than dry Lint, 
till the Exfoliation of the inferior Part of the Tibia, 


which happened about two Months after the Wound 
was received. In this large Piece of Bone the whole 
Cavity of it, which reſts upon the Aſtragallus, was 
viſible, and the Apophyſe forming the internal Ankle. 
I dreſſed her two Months longer after this, in 


which Time all the Ulcers were cicatriſed. 


From that Time ſhe has remained in the Con- 
dition predicted by Mr. Beſſiere and my ſelf, that 
is, with a large Leg incapable of Motion, endur- 
ing conſiderable Pains, ſometimes obliged to ule 
Crutches to go from one Place to another : In- 


ſtead of which, by the Amputation we propoſed, 


ſhe might have eſcaped thoſe incredible Pains ſhe 
endured, during ſo tedious a Treatment, have been 
ſoon cured, and would have been in a Condition 


to walk ſoon after with eaſe. 


REMARK. 


We ought to infer from this Obſervation, that 
we cannot do better in a Parallel Caſe, than to 
amputate the Leg as ſoon as poſſible, and that 
the Operation ought to be inſiſted upon in Oppo- 

H 2 ſition 
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ſition to the Patient's Refuſal, who often periſh 
during ſuch Management, when the Operation is 
deferred; or, if they chance to eſcape, are genera}. 
ly the firſt who attribute the Impotency of the 
Limb to a bad Method. So that, beſides the 
Trouble and Pain taken by Surgeons in attend- 
ing a tedious Cure, they ſtill have the Diſſatisfaction 
of being blamed, and to ſee their Care ill ac- 
knowledged, notwithſtanding the moſt juſt Rea- 
ſons they can alledge in their Juſtification. 


oe Ae eo SSSI; 
OBsEeRrvy. XLIII. 


Upon an extraordinary Lithotomy. 


H E eleventh of December 1694, I was ſent 
for to probe a young Lad who was reduc- 
ed to an extreme Weakneſs, as well by the ex- 
ceſſive Pains occafioned by a Stone I had felt in 
his Bladder, when I probed him before, as by 
the Uſe of Remedies to diflolve it, tho* unſucceſs- 
fully, notwithſtanding the Appearances ſeemed fa- 
vourable in behalf of theſe Remedies. 

For which Reaſon thoſe who attended the Pa- 
tient could not forbear attributing the Diſcharge of 
ſeveral ſmall Fragments of Stones by the Urethra 
to the Action of this Medicine. Nevertheleſs, 
Mr. Aforty, Doctor in Phyſick of the Faculty of 
Paris, who was called ſometimes to ſee the Pa- 
tient, was of a contrary Opinion; and in Effect, 
that Paſſage was at length fo obſtructed by theſe 
extraneous Bodies, that, upon a Suppreſſion of Urine 

| | which 
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which happened from this Cauſe, I was ſent for in 
haſt to probe him, | 

I paſſed the ſmalleſt Probe T had, with Difficul- 

ty, thro* theſe Fragments of Stone that filled the 
Urethra, and having introduced it into the Blad- 
der, all the Urine was diſcharged in an Inſtant. 
Then I examined whether the Stone, which I had 
felt a year before, was diſſolved, or diminiſhed in 
Magnitude, by the Expulſion of theſe ſmall Stones; 
but inftead of that I found it conſiderably in- 
creaſed, I deſired Mr. Aforty to feel it, who con- 
cluded with me that the Operation ſhould be per- 
formed as ſoon as poſſible. 

The Relations conſenting to it, we prepared him 
the next Day with a Draught of Caſſia Water, 
pops to perform the Operation the Day fol- 

owing, which I here relate on Account of the 
Singularity, 

The Dreſſing being prepared, I deſired the Sur- 
geons of Hotel Dieu, who came to aſſiſt me, to 
place the Patient in a proper Situation upon his 
Bed and make the Ligatures : Then I endeavoured 
to introduce my canulated Probe into the Paſſage of 
the Urethra, but not ſucceeding, I tried to inſi- 
nuate the little Algaly with which I had made him 
urine two Days before ; but meeting with the ſame 
Obſtacle from the Fragments of the Stone, which 


I abſolutely ſtopped the Paſſage on this Side the 


Neck of the Bladder, I reſolved to make an In- 
cifion into the Urethra upon the end of my Probe, 
hoping to penetrate more eaſily into the Bladder 
by th Orikcc. This Inciſion being made, I en- 

deavoured to thruſt my Probe into the Bladder by 
the Aperture I had made in the Canal, in which I 


ſucceeded with much Difficulty, both to the Pa- 


H 23 | | tient 
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tient and my ſelf, and even when J deſpaired of 
any Succeſs. | E 
In Effet, when I had ordered the Patient to 
be untied by my Aſſiſtants, and laid upon his 
Bed, being reſolved to deferr the Remainder of 
the Operation till the next Day ; I puſhed my But- 
ton careleſly enough, however, into the Wound ; 
and this Attempt happily ſucceeded, the Button 
entering immediately into the Bladder, where I 
felt a large Stone, which I deſired ſeveral Aſſiſtants 
to feel, and then introduced a Pair of Forceps 
upon the Button into the Bladder, proportioned to 
the Age of the Patient, and the Bigneſs of the 
Stone: Then I withdrew my Button, it being im- 
proper that two Inſtruments ſhould remain in the 
Bladder at the ſame Time, unleſs you have a 
Mind to follow the bad Practice of Frere Facques 
die Beaulieu, who cut ſeveral Patients in the Hoſ- 
pitals of Hotel Dieu and La Charite in the Year 
1698, whoſe Cuſtom was to leave a large ill 
contrived Probe in the Bladder of his Patients, 
when he cut with the Grand Apparatus, till he 
had extracted the Stone; but the ill Succeſs of 
his Handy-work has been exploded in Remarks 
upon the Practice of that Operation publiſhed by 
Mr. Mery. | | 
When I had introduced my Forceps into the 
Bladder, and withdrew the Button, I laid hold 
of the Stone and extracted it, to the Satisfaction of 
the Patient and Aſſiſtants, without the leaſt Ap- 
earance of any Impreſſion made upon it by te 
Medicines he had taken to diſſolve it, the Sur- 
face of that extraneous Body being very ſmooth 
and even. 
I thruſt the Button a ſecond time into the Blad- 
der, where I felt another Stone, which I did = 
| thin! 
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think proper to extract that Day, the Lad being 
too much fatigued. I ordered him to be dreſſed 
| with Aſtringents, Embrocations and other Reme- 
dies uſed upon ſuch Occaſions at the firſt dreſſing. 
| The next Day he was bled, and was dreſſed in this 
Manner for a Week before I thought it proper to 
extract this Stone, which J at length took hold of 
and drew out as I had done the former. All 
{ thoſe who examined it narrowly, found it had met 
with no Alteration from the Medicines given in- 
| ternally to the Patient for its Diſſolution. The 
| Dreflings were continued with the utmoſt Exact- 
| neſs till he was perfectly cured, which did not 
happen till the Sixth of February the following 
| Year, | 


REMARK 
It is very probable, by the Account I have giv- 


| en, that the Fragments of Stone this Child diſcharg- 
| ed by the Urethra in ſo large a Quantity came 
from the Kidneys, and were not generated in the 
{ Bladder, and indeed after his recovery he voided 
| four or five Stones at different times, of the Fi- 

gure of an Olive Stone; and when theſe extra- 


neous Bodies were ready to be diſcharged their 
pointed Extremities were perceivable out of the 


Canal of the Urethra, the Middle Part, which was 
largeſt, being ſtopped under the Glans, and when 


we endeavour'd to extract it with the Curelle it 


crumbled to pieces. 
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A WS ESI Rl 
OBsERV. XLIV. 


Upon an Abſeeſs in the Kidney, which happened » 
the ſame Patient mentioned in the preceding 
 Objervation. 


HO? the Patient mentioned in the preced. 

ing Obſervation had diſcharged, at different 
Times, as I inſtanced before, ſeveral Stones derived 
from the Kidneys into the Bladder, he was tole- 
rably well notwithſtanding for four Years after the 
Operation, to the 22d or 23d of November 1698, 
when he was attacked with a fixed Pain in the 
Regio Lumbaris ſiniſtra, accompanied with a flow 
Fever and irregular Shiverings. His Fleſh ſenſibly 
decayed, and he became as much extenuated now 
as he was before the Operation. 

They ſent for me to ſee him, and when T had 
examined the painful Side, and compared it with 
the other, I perceived an Inflation expanded over 
the Side affected, which rendered it larger than the 
Oppoſite, and obſerved that by touching it in 
a particular Place, he felt a pungent Pain. Theſe 
Circumſtances gave me Reaſon to judge, that there 
was either a Stone or Abſceſs in the Kidney, or 
both at the fame Time. 

I defired a Conſultation, but his Parents not 
conſenting to it, I determined to make an Open. 


ing in the moſt painful Part; but before I per- 


formed it, I was glad to conſult with Mr. Pet:, 


whoſe Experience and Capacity is well known, 


who 
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| who told me, when he had felt the painful Part, 


that he believed there was Pus in it, but very 
rae +" | 
| conlied a Train of Cauſtick upon this Part, 
and the Eſcharr being made, I opened it deeper 
with a Lancet; as far as I could, in ſhort, without 
running any hazard, and not being yet come to 


| the Matter, I garniſhed the Wound with Pledgets 


and dreſſed it. When I came to remove the 
Lint next Day, a ſmall Quantity of Matter iſſued 
from a certain Place. I thruſt my hollow Probe 
into it, and finding a Cavity, I made a conſi- 
derable Aperture, which diſcharged a large Quan- 


| tity of Seroſity. I dreſſed the Wound with Linim. 
| Arcai, putting a Diachylon Plaiſter over it, and 


this Wound ſeemed in an healing Condition for 
the Space of twelve Days; but at length the Lips 
ſwelled, and the Diſcharge of the Seroſity in- 
creaſed, from whence I judged there was a falſe 
Bottom it was neceſſary to diſcover, in order to 
avoid a Fiſtula. 

I probed the Ulcer, and found ſeveral 
Sinus's tending one Way and others, theſe I opened 
to the Bottom, and applied Conſumptives to it. 
The Day following I uſed digeſtive Ointment, 
and continued to dreſs the Patient carefully, who 


perfectly recovered before the latter End of De- 


cember following. His Strength was reſtored in a 


| ſhort Time, ſince when he has not felt the leaſt 


Symptom of the Stone neither in the Bladder nar 


3 in the Kidneys. 
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OssERv. XLV. 


Upon a terrible Accident occaſioned by the Bite of 


a Dog. 


Young Lad of Sixteen Years of Age, was 
A accuſtomed to fondle a Maſtiff Dog, who 
was chained up as a Guard to an Houſe, inſo- 
much that this Animal ſeemed too ſenſible of it. 
Nevertheleſs this young Man entering one Day 
according to Cuſtom, the Dog, who was ſhut up, 
made ſo violent an Effort that he broke his Chain 


and laid hold of his right Arm between his Jaws 


with ſuch Force, that he cruſhed the Bones of the 
Elbow with the Radius to pieces, with a terrible 
Laceration of the Muſcles, which were entirely 


maſhed and gnawn ; and had not the Cries of the 


Boy brought the Gardiner to his Aſſiſtance, this 
Animal would have killed him. 


I was ſent for to dreſs him, and, when 1 had 


examined the wounded Part, began by making 


one Wound, of ſeveral of the moſt conſiderable 


Lacerations, and, by this Dilitation, extracted all 
the middle Part of the Radius, that was ſeparated 
from the Whole : the Bone of the Elbow being 
ground in Pieces and reduced to Fragments, 1 
extracted feveral of them, and then dreſſed it like 
other compound Fractures. 


During the Space of a Month, that I applied my 


ſelf to preſerve the Membranes in order to avoid the 


abſolute Neceſſity of an Amputation, to which 1 
| was 
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vas of Opinion we 'ſhould be at length reduced, a 
urge ſwelling covered the Arm, and Fore-arm, 
and terminated in Abſceſſes, which obliged me 
to make large Inciſions in the Fore-arm for the 
Diſcharge of the Pus. Notwithſtanding this, the 
pieces of Bone that remained, inſtead of affording 
y Hopes of a Re- union, ſeparating more and more, 


and theſe Bones appearing Carious, Mr. Chevalier 


vas called in Conſultation, who agreed with me, 
that the Limb having no Support, for very little 
of the Bones of the Elbow remained, the Am- 
putation was abſolutely neceflary, 

The Patient's Relations conſenting to it, the 
Operation was performed the next Day, at which 
ſeveral Surgeons were preſent, I made the Li- 
gature of the Veſſels and applied a large Pledget 
upon the Stump covered with aſtringent Powders, 
and the double Bandage over it, according to Cuſ- 
tom, No conſiderable Accident happened to the 
Patient during the whole Treatment, and he per- 
ketly recovered five Weeks after the Operation. 


R E MA R K. 


It appears from this Obſervation, and I am 
thoroughly convinced of it myſelf, by Experience 
in a vaſt Number of parallel Caſes, that much 
Pain would be ſaved the Patient, and that im- 
minent Danger by which many are loſt, if the 
Amputation was immediately performed when 
there is ſo great a Diſorder in the Bones and ſuch 
terrible Lacerations in the fleſhy Parts; but Sur- 
geons are not always Maſters to act according to 
the Rules of Art upon ſuch Occaſions. The Pa- 
tient oppoſes them as well as the Aſſiſtants ; thoſe 
called in Conſultation are for waiting, tho? very 

N improperly, 
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improperly, and Empiricks promiſe a ſure an; 

certain Cure: And becauſe it ſometimes happen, * 

tho“ very rarely, that they have cured tho: Mo. 

Limbs which able Surgeons had condemned viii 

be amputated, a vaſt Number of Patients mut late 

periſh by deterring that Aſſiſtance which ought A 
to be employed at firſt for their Safety. - 
| Acri 
1 ſo 
OBsERrv. XLVI. E 
Upon the Wound of the Marquis de Guerchy. K 
1 in th 
X Fier gaining the Battle of Marſailles in Pu ande 
mont by the King's Army, under the Com. lng, 
mand of Mr. de Catinat, over that of his Royal culty 
Highneſs the Duke of Savoy, his Majefty, _— q W 
his Troops in a Condition to form the Siege 0 4 
Coni, thought proper to ſend a Number of * 
Surgeons capable of aſſiſting the Officers that ai E 
ſhould be wounded at this Siege, to appeaſe the * 
Complaints made by ſeveral Perſons of Di. . 
ſtinct. on after the preceding Battle, where they * | 
wanted Surgeons, upon whom they might de- ur 
pend in the Cure of Gun-ſhot Wounds on ſuch * | 
Occaſions. 1 Place 
Upon ſuch preſſing Motives Mr. du Chen, * 
Phyſician General of the King's Camps and Ar- MW F 
mies, and Mr. Beſſiere, Surgeon Major, by Order ry p 

of the Secretary at War, commanded me and "4 
five other Surgeons to go Poſt for Pipnerol the 1 oft 
eighth of November following. _ Ky 


We 


it is 


We arrived there the Twenty- ſecond of the ſame 
Month, where the Governor deſired that we ſhould 
vilit ſeveral Officers who had been wounded in the 
late Battle. | : 

Amongſt others was the Marquis de Guerchy, 
who was wounded at Marſailles by a Muſker- 
Shot that had fractured the Clavicula and the 
Acromion of the Scapula, The Suppuration of the 
wound had occaſioned ſuch a Flux of Matter, and 

ſo conſiderable a Drain, that his Body was very 
much emaciated by it, and his Strength ſo weak- 
ned, that he could not move or by any Means 
change his Situation. | 
The Pus, by its own Weight, had formed Sinus's 
in the Articulation of the Arm, under the Scapula 
pi, and even under the Armpit, fo that, at every dref- 
ſing, the Pus was preſſed upwards and with diffi- 
culty diſcharged. | 
in When we had reflected upon all theſe Circum- 

ö ſtances in a Confultation, we unanimouſly agreed, 
hat it was neceſſary to procure a more free Dif- 
charge for the Matter by Means of a Contra-in- 
the cifon made under the Armpit; and to ſucceed in 
Di. M's without endangering the Veſſels in that Part, 
that the upper Wounds fhould be kept clofe 


5 ſtopped for the Space of Twenty-four Hours, 
uch that there being a copious Collection of Pus in the 

Jinus's, it might form a large Tumour in that 
10 Place, where we propoſed to make the Inciſion; 


Ar. and to make the Aperture more large externally 
der and more durable, we reſolved to make uſe of 
the Potential Cautery. For when you only make 
ho a ſimple Inciſion with a Lancet into large Abſceſſes 
: it often happens, when the Pus is evacuated, that 
* the Teguments flatten and ſo nearly coincide, that 
it is difficult to apply Medicines to the Bottom 

T | of 
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of the Wound to deſtroy a Carious Bone or 
conſume callous Fleſh : Moreover, you are of 
obliged to keep theſe Wounds open a long Tin 
for the Paſſage of the Splinter. 

What we had before projected we put in Ex, 
cution the next Day, and when we had divided th 
Eſcharr we finiſhed the Inciſion with a Lancy, 
which made Room for the Diſcharge of a ven 
conſiderable Quantity of Pus. The freſh Woun 
was dreſſed the firſt Time only with dry Lin, 
a Diachylon Plaiſter over it, and then a Con 
preſs and contentive Bandage. With Regard u 
the upper Wounds, they were only covered it 
dry Lint during the Exfoliation of the Bong 
and the Separation of the Splinters, which ſoa 
after happened. 

For the Future we made uſe of yulnerary I 
jections, and an Alteration ſoon appeared bothi 
the Wound and the Patient's Habit of Body. H 
endured no more Pain after this Aperture, rec 
vered his Strength in a ſhort Time, and became 
a Convaleſcent when the Army came to encany 
two Leagues from Pignerol, where we receive 
the Marſhal's Compliment, not only for the Car 
of this Officer but of others. 


R E MA R K. 


It is to be obſerved, that this Gentleman would 
have infalliby loſt his Liſe in a ſhort Time, if thi 
Contra-inciſion had been deferred any longer! 
W hence we may judge of what Importance it ö, 
after a great Action, to have underſtanding Su 
geons in the Hoſpitals to preſide over thoſe of at 
inferior Claſs for the Preſervation of good Officer 
and Soldiers, who often periſh by being dreſſi 

| in 
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in the common Method, when they have received 
Wounds that require the utmoſt Skill and Attention 
of the moſt expert Surgeons. 


e eee eee ene ee e280 


Oss RRV. XLVII. 


Upon an incurable Aneuriſm. 


IN my return from Pignerol, J went out of the 
Road with my Collegue, Mr. le Grand, who 
would bear me Company to go to Vienne in Dau- 
phine, where I propoſed to pay a Viſit to Mr. 
Triballeau, the Surgeon with whom J had formerly 
lived, and who expected me at my Return. 
Being arrived at his Houſe on Chriſtmas Eve 
he procured us the Opportunity of ſeeing a Gen- 
tleman of that Province, 28 Years of Age, who 
lodged at a neighbouring Inn, and was going to 
Paris to conſult the moſt eminent Surgeons upon 
an Aneuriſmal Tumour ſituated under the right 
Scapula, and of the Bigneſs of a Two- penny 
Loaf, giving terrible Shocks to this Bone, ren- 
dering the Motion of the Arm painful and dif- 
ficult. This Tumour happened to him about ten 
Months before, by a Rupture of the Coats of an 
Artery, by his endeavouring to force a Perſon to 
lie down upon his Bed, and gradually increaſed 
to the Magnitude mentioned, 
He informed us that ſeveral Surgeons had pro- 
poſed the Operation for the Aneuriſm, as the only 
Method by which he could be cured ; but not 


one of them offering to undertake it, the Pain = 
elt 
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felt made him reſolve to go to Paris, as the Foun. 
tain of Surgery. 3 | 

We told him before-hand that he would find 
himſelf deceiv'd in his Undertaking 3 that ng 
Body would adviſe him to have the Tumoy 
opened, and even tho' he had ſufficient Reſolu. 
tion to run the Hazard, not one Surgeon would 


have the Raſhneſs to attempt the Operation, be. 


cauſe he would infallibly die in leſs Time than 
they could diſcover the Artery and make the Li. 
gature: Beſides, that they could not find the Arterj 
without diſſecting ſome Muſcles which ſupported 


the Scapula in Equilibrio, and would afterwards 


render his Arm immoveable. 

We let him know, that the only Method to 
prolong his Life, was to live in an abſolute In- 
action, to keep his Veſſels rather empty than full, 
as .well by frequent Bleedings as by Abſtinence, 
and to be contented with the Application of Aftrin- 
gent Medicines and Bandages, which, by making 
a moderate Compreſſion, might prevent the Aug- 
mentation of the Tumour. | 

He continued his Journey and arrived at Paris 
ſome time after us, where he conſulted all Kinds 


of Phyſicians and Surgeons; but the moſt celebrat- 


ed and experienced confirmed our Opinions, and 
IT have ſince heard that he died in his Retur 


Home. 
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OO OF TIE IT! Oe 8 
OBSERV. XLVIII. 
Upon an Hydrocephalus. 


Aſſing thro* Lyons, in my Way to Pignerol, 
I had the Curioſity to viſit the Hoſpital 
Hotel Dieu in that great City, which appeared to 
me the fineſt Hoſpital that could be ſeen, both for 
its Situation and Structure, tho? of leſs Extent than 
that at Paris, Some Surgeons of this Hoſpital, 


whom I formerly knew at Hotel Dieu in Paris, de- 


fired me to obſerve a Child ſeven Years old, who 
was in a Ward amongſt the Foundlings, and 
had a monſtrous Hydrocephalus. I drew out my 
Ligature to take the Dimenſions of the Head, 
and found it to be a Foot and a half in Length, 
from the End of the Coronal Bone to the End 
of the Occipital, and the ſame Extent from one 


Temple to the other, and about three Feet in 


Circumference. He was incapable of Reaſon- 
ing, and anſwered to all that was ſaid to him 


only with innocent Laugh. 


I OZSERV. 


= EE In - 
” —— ee — —— o ry 
: N n —ꝓ——— — 


— 1 — — * 
—̃ — — 
— — — — * — 


| 
| 
i 
N 


* — 


|. 
! 
. 
4 
* 


— 2 
—— — — . 


= —__ — ; 
—— — ARM cout So — ecs, 4 
- * — - * — 


f 
' 


> mw 
2 —— — 2 - 
2. rr — 
— — — — * a _ — . _ — . 


114 OBSERVATIONS 


n Ze 6 N 5906 2 > 
"oc WAN N 8 £9) 8 


OBSURVL. XLIX. 
Upon a Fiſtulous Abſceſs. 


Was. ſent for to a Gentleman upon Account of 
a Fiſtulous Abſceſs, which had been opened 
and healed ſeveral Times, at the Verge of the 
Anus. Nothing gave him a greater Concern than 
the Returns of his Diſtemper, and recollecting that 
about five Years before, I had made the Puncture 


for him neceſſary in an Hydrocele, without being 


troubled with it after, (which does not commonly 
happen) he attributed the Performance of that Cure 
to my Underſtanding, and imagined that I might 
have the Secret of curing this Abſceſs without any 
Return, which could not be attributed to any other 
Neglect than their healing the Abſceſs without 
treating the Fiſtula, from whence it proceeded. 
Having therefore ſeen him in the Preſence of 
Mr. Cordelle his Phyſician, I found he had a well 


conditioned Fiſtula, and then acquainted him, that 


the Return of his Diſtemper proceeded from the 
Neglect of curing the Fiſtula by not cutting it 
deep enough, which the Phyſician and myſelf ad- 
viſed him to ſubmit to as ſoon as poſſible. 

He conſented to it, and Mr. Cordelle ha- 


ving judged it neceſſary to prepare him for the 


Operation by bleeding and purging, theſe Pre- 


cautions were taken, and then we fixed upon a 


Day 
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Day to perform it, which was four Days after, 
and Mr. Beſſiere was deſired to be preſent. 

The Dreſſing being prepared, I placed my Pa- 
tient in a proper Situation and my Aſſiſtants; then 
introducing the Fore- finger of my left Hand, 
dipped in Oil of Roſes, into the Anus, I took my 
crooked Biſtoury with a Probe before it in my right 
Hand, I thruſt it into the external Aperture of the 
Fiſtula, till I felt the End of the Probe with my 
Fore- finger of the left Hand, which I had firſt in- 


troduced; then preſſing the Back of my Biſtoury 


againſt the Buttock to facilitate its Entrance, I 
raiſed the Extremity of the Probe, and drawing 
it out by the Anus, I cut the Fiſtula in its whole 
Extent at one Stroke. 


Then we examined the Bottom of the Fiſtula, 


and found ſeveral Bridles, I divided them with my 
blunt pointed Sciſſors, firſt well obſerving whether 
there was any Pulſation, ſuch as was to be felt by 
touching ſome Branches of Arteries, that might 


be eaſily miſtaken for Bridles; which has often 


happened to the great Prejudice of the Patients, 
who have ſometimes periſned by the Hæmorrhage, 
it being impoſſible to make a Ligature upon the 
Veſſels that furniſh the Blood, cr to compreſs them 
for want of a Support. | 

The beſt Method that can be taken, if you 
ſhould have the Misfortune to open one of the San- 
guiferous Veſſels in cutting the Fiſtula, is to apply 


a Doſſil dipped in Styptick Water to the Mouth 


of the wounded Veſſel. 

But to return to our Patient; when I had finiſhed 
the Operation, I introduced a Jarge Tent of Lint 
into the Wound armed with an Anodyne Medicine, 
compoſed of Oil of Roſes, and the Yolk of an 


Egg, and filled the Wound with Doſſils dipped in 
#2 | the 
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the ſame Medicine, Pledgets upon it, and gradu- 
ated Compreſſes, with the T. Bandage to ſupport 
the Whole. | | 


REMARKS. 


The Utility deducible from this Obſervation, 
conſiſts in knowing, that to cure Abſceſſes formed 
about the Anus radically, it is abſolutely neceſſary 
to divide the Inteſtine whether it be penetrated or 

not; becauſe a ſolid Cicatrice can never be eſta- 
bliſhed at the Bottom of the Wound, when the 
Matter has touched the Body of the Inteſtine, 
which occaſions the Return of the Abſcels. 

But to form a right Judgment of the Diſpoſition 
of the Bottom of the Wound, you muſt introduce 
the Fore-finger of the left Hand into the Anus, 
and thruſt a Probe with the Right to the Bot- 
tom of the Wound, that you may judge, by the 
Interval between the End of your Finger, and the 
End of the Probe, whether the Inteſtine is very 
thin, or whether there is a Subſtance of Fleſh in 
that Part. For when the Inteſtine appears to be 
very thin, it muſt abſolutely be pierced, and the 

Fiſtula cut, to hinder the Return of the Abſceſs ; 
but when there is a reaſonable Thickneſs of Fleſh, 
there are certain Hopes of curing the Abſceſs with- 
out dividing the Inteſtine. 


OBSERv. 
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eee ee 
OBS ERV. L. 
Upon a Fiſtulous Ulcer in the Anus. 


Daniſh Lady, after having been treated at dit- 

ferent Times, and by different Surgeons in 

her own Country of a deep Fiſtulous Ulcer in the 

Anus, without any Relief; but, on the con— 

trary, finding herſelf emaciated and extremely weak, 

determined to come to Paris for a Cure, as to the 
real Source of Surgery. „ 

She arrived in the Month of May, 169), and after 
having conſulted ſeveral of the moſt celebrated of the 
Profeſſion, I was recommended to viſit her. I 
probed the Fiſtula thro? ſeveral Apertures, which 
all pierced the Inteſtine, and one of theſe Sinus's 
was above four Fingers Breadth deep. Theſe Cir- 
cumſtances added to the Patient's Condition, who 
had a ſlow Fever and was extremely emaciated, 
gave me Reaſon to judge, that the undertaking of 
the Cure was both uncertain and dangerous; and 
therefore adviſed her not to ſubmir to the Opera- 
tion, till we had tried to reſtore her Strength by 
the Uſe of Aſſes Milk. | 

Greateſt Part of the Phyſicians and Surgeons 
whom ſhe had conſulted were of the ſame Opinion : 
But her Impatience, added to the Pains the endured, 
induced her in a ſhort Time to a Re-conſu'tation 
upon her Diſtemper, telling thoſe ſhe conſulted that 
ſhe had rather die than ſuffer any longer. Upon 
this Reſolve they determined to perform the Ope- 
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ration, which was long, laborious, and attended 


with a conſiderable Loſs of Blood, but was how- 


ever ſtopped by the Styptick Water. 

Theſe Gentlemen having dreſſed the Patient, 
promiſed to return the next Day to remove the 
Dreſſing; but inſtead of this, doubting, as J pre- 
ſume, of the Succeſs of the Operation, ſent only a 
Servant, who found all the Parts mortified, and the 


Patient died two Days after. 


REMARKS. 


The Fact I have now related, and many others 
parallel to it, ought to have inſtructed Surgeons, 
well verſed in their Art by long Experience, regu- 
larly to follow the Advice of Celſus, not to defame, 
by deſperate Attempts, thoſe Operations that have 
been, and may be ſalutary to many, 

But in Caſes of great Importance, there are fo 
many Obſtacles, from the Patient, from the Rela- 
tions, and even from the Surgeons themſelves, to 
prevent our following this wholeſome Advice, that 
we mult not be aſtoniſhed if the moſt celebrated in 
the Profeſſion, are often, at it were, forced to diſ- 
honour their Art, at the Expence of the Lives of 
their Patients and their own Reputation, 
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Von another Fiſtula in Ano. 


A N Acquaintance of the Lady's mentioned in 
A the preceding Obſervation, upon the ſlender 
Inclination I had expreſſed of performing the Ope- 
ration upon her deceaſed Friend, ſent for me the 
nineteenth of Auguſt in the ſame Year to conſult 
me upon a Fiſtulous Abſceſs in Ano, which had in- 


commoded her, by frequent Returns, for the Space 


of twenty Years. 

I found the Cyſtis forming the Abſceſs filled 
with Pus, and opening it that Inſtant, it diſcharg'd 
a blackiſh fœtid Matter. Then I probed the Bot- 
tom of the Cyſtis, and finding the Inteſtine very 
thin between my Finger and the End of my Probe, 
I informed the Patient that to cure the Fiſtula with- 
out Danger of its Return, it was neceſſary to per- 
form the Operation thoroughly, which ſeveral Sur- 
geons had adviſed her to before I was conſulted. _ 

Altho' the unfortunate Event of the Operation 
performed upon her Friend three Months before, 
gave her no Encouragement to undergo it; ne- 
vertheleſs, the Apprehenſion of the ill Conſequence 
that might attend theſe frequent Returns of her Diſ- 
temper, cauſed her to defire a compleat Cure. Ob- 
ſerving her thus balancing; her good Conſtitution, 
added to the Facility of performing the Operation, 
making. me judge her Diſtemper eaſily curable, I 


relolved to perform it, without giving her _— 
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and to this End, when I had dreſſed her, I pro- 
miſed her to retyrn in the Evening to remove the 
Dreſſing, which I did not fail to execute, having 
taken all neceſſary Precautions to act with leſs 
| Noiſe than Effect. 

Therefore, having raiſed the Dreſſing, I intro- 
duced the Fore-finger of my left Hand dipped in 
Oil of Roſes into the Anus, and thruſt a very flexible 
Silver Probe to the Bottom of the Sinus by the 
Opening I had made; and then piercing the Inteſ- 
tine with the End of my Probe upon my Fore- 
finger, I ſuddenly divided all that was included in 
the Curvature of my Probe with a Pair of Sciſ- 
ſors, without being moved at the Cries of the Pa- 
tient, or of the Lady who was preſent, or the Ser- 
vant who lighted me. I afterwards detached the 
Bridles at the Bottom of the Wound and then dreſ- 
ſed the Patient; in the future Treatment I con- 
ſumed the Calloſities with proper Medicines. In 
ſhort, every Thing ſucceeded ſo happily in this 

Cure, that the Patient was perfectly recovered the 
| _ of September following. 


REMARK 


By comparing the Succeſs of the two preceding 
Operations, Surgeons may underſtand how much 
the good Conſtitution of a Patient contributes to 
the Cure in difficult Caſes, and, on the contrary, 
how dangerous it is to expoſe bad Habits of Body 
to violent Operations. 
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O BSE RV. LIL. 
Upon a difficult Labour. 


T'HE 27th of January, 1697, I was ſent for 
1 to deliver a Woman near the Louvre in 
in Pariſis; I made all the Haſte I could, and was 
jb informed, upon my Arrival, that the Woman had 
„ been ſeven Days in Labour. I found her in a 
. violent Fever, her Belly very much diſtended, her 


1c Tongue black, rough and dry ; but we ought not 
. WW to be ſurpriſed at this, for beſides the Impreſſion 
1- WW made by the Heat of the Fever upon theſe Parts, 
n they always refuſed her Drink, leſt it ſhould ſwell 


is her, having had no Dejection downward for ſeve- 
e ral Days; moreover, ſhe had a Difficulty in Reſpi- 
ration, and her Voice was very low. It is to be 
remarked that this Woman was in Labour of her 

firſt Child, and was near forty Years of Age. 
Nevertheleſs, ſhe might have been happily de- 
9 livered, if they had made a proper Uſe of the 
h Pains, ſince the Head of the Child was beyond the 
0 internal Orifice of the Womb ; and when the Head 
7 has paſſed that Orifice, the reſt of the Body may 
Y paſs, provided the Perſon ſent for to aſſiſt the Pa- 
tient, knows how to take the Advantage of theſe 
Pains by drawing the Body of the Child gently, 

when the Womb is in a State of Dilatation. 
Affairs ſtanding in this Poſture, I told the Cu- 
rate of the Place that he might give her extreme 
Unction, finding no Hopes of her Delivery, on Ac- 
. | count 
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count of her exceſſive Loſs of Strength. Notwith- 


| ſtanding, when ſhe had received this laſt Sacra. 


ment, her Huſband and Relations preſſed me ear. 
neſtly, ſince I came ſo far to her Relief, that J 
would uſe my utmoſt Endeavours to extract the 
Child, which I immediately began to perform, and 
proceeded in the following Manner. 

The Infant's Head being in the Vagina, I had 
the Opportunity of embracing it with both Hands, 
and to endeavour by ſhaking it to cauſe a painful 
Irritation in the Womb, and conſequently a Con- 
traction capable of expelling the Body of the Child 
from it. I made theſe Attempts without Suc- 
ceſs, and therefore was obliged to have Recourſe 
to my Inſtruments ; ſo that dividing the Teguments 

of the Head with my Biſtoury, I preſſed the Bones 
of the Cranium inward, and fixed the Extremity 
of my Hook under the firſt Vertebra; and tho? [ 


drew with all my Strength with both Hands, I 


could not move the Body of the Child, and as 
the Bones of the Cranium cut my Hands and pre- 
vented me from acting, I was obliged to extract 
them one after the other with Difficulty. 

When J had thus taken off the Head, Piece by 
Piece, the principal Difficulty ſtill remained, which 

conſiſted in extracting the Body of the Child, to 
which the Neck was an Impediment. Neverthe- 
leſs, I found means to ſeparate the two Arms with 
a little Biſtoury, which I covered with my Hand 
to avoid wounding the Womb, and drawing them 
out one after the other, I faſtened my Crochet to 
the Back of the Child between two Ribs, by which 
means I extracted the reſt of the Body. 

This being performed, tho? I was very much fa- 
tigued, the Extraction of the Placenta was not to be 
deferred; and the ſick Woman finding herſelf E 

lieved, 
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leved, encouraged me herſelf by her Patience and 
Reſolution. I introduced my Hand therefore into 
the Womb, and gradually looſened the Placenta, 
which had an inſupportable Odour ; then finding 
it entirely detached, I extracted the Whole, by 
which means this poor Woman was delivered of 
her Burthen; but the tedious Pains ſhe had en- 


| dured, and the Violence of her Delivery, made her 


periſh the next Day, It is to be obſerved, that 
the Head of the Child out of the Womb was black, 
the Infant having been dead ſome Days before. 
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OBSE R v. LIII. 


the Breaſt. 


HE eighth of March, 1692, I was ſent for 

to give my Opinion upon a monſtrous Tu- 

mour on the Breaſt of a Woman, wherein there 

was a ſmall Aperture which, at moſt, would ad- 

mit of the ſmall End of a Clove, from whence a 

confiderable Quantity of Sanies proceeded, mixed 
with ſmall Particles reſembling Millet Seed. 

In a Conſultation with ſeveral of the Faculty 
conven'd, at the ſame Time, upon the Report 
of ſo extraordinary a Tumour, and altho* we 
agreed, that it was of a Cancerous Nature, 
we concluded to open it in its full Extent, 
from the ſmall Hole the Matter had made , 
by making a Crucial Inciſion; becauſe the Pa- 


tient, excepting her Diſtemper, ſeemed to have 


Strength, 


Upon the Amputation of a Carcinomatous Tumour on 
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Strength, a good Conſtitution, and abſolutely de. 
termined to undergo any Operation for her Recy. 
ves. 

The Affair was inſtantly executed, in our Pre. 
ſence, by Mr. Monginet, who, when we had dif. 
charged almoſt a full Porringer of this Sanies and of 
theſe ſmall Grains, took off the four Angles of the 
Tumour. The Wound was afterwards well waſh'q 
and cleaned with warm Wine and Barley Water, 
and dreſſed with Pledgets ſpread with the Anodyne 
Liniment compoſed of the Volks of Eggs, Oil of 
Roſes, and Wine beat together, Compreſles dipp'd 


in the ſame Medicine, the Whole being ſecured by 


a four Tailed Bandage proper for the Breaſts. 

I viſited the Patient frequently, during the Treat- 
ment, with others of the Fraternity ; the Wound 
mundified very well, and ſo a great Number of 
theſe Glandulous Particles were ſeparated from the 
Breaſt, that it grew entirely flaccid, and in the 
Space of three Months the Cicatrice was formed. 


REMARK. 


| From this Obſervation Surgeons may learn not 
implicitly to follow the Opinion of Hippocrates and 
Celſus, who adviſe us in Cancerous Tumours of the 


Breaſts to uſe only a Palliative Cure: But ſtrict 


Regard ought to be had to the Conſtitution of the 
Patient, and the Nature of the Diſtemper ; for the 
common Axiom of Philoſophers may be ſo far 
contradicted, that we may venture to ſay that more 
or leſs makes an abſolute Alteration upon ſuch Oc- 
caſions. That is to ſay, that more or leſs Strength 


in the Patient, added to other Signs of a good or 


bad Conſtitution, and to the greater or leſſer Ad- 
heſion or Pain of the Tumour and its Communi- 
cation 


Up 
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cation with the Veſſels of the Armpit, or its Diſ- 
ance from them, render the Diſtemper curable by 
Amputation, or only to be treated by a Palliative 
Method. 
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OBSs ERV. LIV. 


Mon a Child who had an extraordinary Head. 


F Inſerted in the Journal des Scavans, 
Monday, May 8%, 1690. 

; Woman twenty-eight Years of Age, on the 

twenty-third of April, 1690, was delivered 


of a Child at Hotel Dieu, who was a monſtrous 

a Figure. It had no Skull, and I could find only 

the Baſis of the Coronal, Occipital and Temporal 
Bones, but no Parietals. 88 

The Apophyſe Criſta Galli was elevated near half 

an Inch, and had a bony Subſtance at the Extre- 

: mity of it in the Shape of a Crown, of the third 

Part of an Inch in Diameter. The large Foramen 


tick Membrane, reſembling the Dara Mater, and 
the lateral Sinus's were in this Membrane, The 
Blood contained in theſe Sinus's diſcharged itſelf 
into the Internal Jugulars. Underneath that Mem- 
brane was the Beginning of the Medulla Spinalis. 


brum nor Cerebellum. 
On each Side the Cella Turcica were two fungous 


Protuberances which were adhering to it. That 
on 


of the Occipital Bone was covered with a very ſtrong 


Upon the Baſis of this Bone I found neither Cere- 
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on the right Side was of the Bigneſs of a Walny, 
and that on the other of the Size of an Olive, wes 
covered by no Membrane, and the Subſtance es. 
tirely ſpongious. . 
This Child lived fix Hours, was baptiſed, and 
took Wine and Sugar mixed together for its Noy. 
riſhment. He voided by the Mouth a larger 
Quantity of Saliva than is common in other Chi. 
dren. It often opened its Eyes, particularly the 
Left, which ſeemed to ſtart out of its Head, and 
there was no ſuperior Orbits. All the other Part 
of the Body, as well thoſe of the Abdomen, and 
the Extremities, were in their Natural State. 


OBs ERV. LV. 


Upon opening a dead Carcaſe. 


Inſerted in the Journal des Scavans, 
Monday, Jan. 22d, 1691. 


N the fifteenth of September, 1690, a Man 
aged twenty-eight Years, came to Holel Din 
ill of a common Fever, which laſted ten Days. He 
was viſited during his Diſtemper by Mr. de Bourge, 
Doctor in Phyſick of the Faculty of Paris, when 
he ſeemed to be recovered, and began to perform 
all the Functions of a Perſon in Health, he fe 
into a Syncope, attended with violent Convul/ions, 
While he was at Dinner, and died ſoon after. 
I opened the Body, and found all the Parts con- 
tained in the Abdomen in good Condition, T * 
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] opened the Thorax, I found an extraordi- 
nary Subſtance, which oblig'd me to extract it, 
that I might afterwards examine it thoroughly ; 
this was done in the Preſence of Mr. de Bourges 
and other Phyſicians of the Hoſpital, Mr. Du Ver- 
ney, Profeſſor of Botany in the King's Garden, and 
Mr. Drouin, chief Surgeon of the General Hoſ- 
ital. | 

"7 his extraneous Body embraced the Pericar- 
dium on that Side next the Sternum, and its Sub- 
ſtance was a Collection of indurated Glands cloſe 
to each other, almoſt an Inch thick; and the Pe- 
ricardium, 1n which the Heart 1s incloſed, and na- 
turally no more than the twelfth Part of an Inch 
in Thickneſs, was increaſed to half an Inch or 
more, and almoſt Cartilaginous, which prevented 
the free Motion of the Heart. There was very 
little Water in the Cavity of the Pericardium. I 
weighed this Maſs when it was ſeparated from the 
other Parts, and the Weight of it was near two 
Pounds. The Lungs and all the other Parts con- 
tained in the Thorax were in a good Condition. 


R E MA R K. 


It may probably be conjectured that the Glands 
ſcattered upon the Pericardium, being increaſed in 
Magnitude, by the Obſtruction of their excretory 
Ducts, might be the Occaſion of this Excreſcence. 
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F 
O BS E K v. LVI. 


Upon a Tumour in the Scrotum. 


Inſerted in the Journal des Scavans, 
Monday the 26th of Nov. 1691. 


N the 12th of Sept. 1690, I was ſent for to 

ſee a Lad twelve Years of Age who had 
an humoral Tumour in the Scrotum. Meſſieur 
Morel, and Beſſiere, Maſter Surgeons, and of un- 
doubted Reputation, were called at the ſame Time. 
I opened the Tumour in their Preſence, and from 
thence diſcharged a large Quantity of fœtid cada- 
verous Matter which had gangrened the Bottom of 
the Scrotum. 

I ſeparated this fœtid Subſtance from the ſound, 
and judged it improper to proceed any farther at 
that Time, and therefore dreſſed the Patient. We 
obſerved, however at this Time that the right Teſti 
cle was much larger than it naturally ought to be, 
but were in Hopes that theſe Membranes would 
diſſolve by Suppuration, and by this Means avoid 
the Extirpation of the Teſticle. 

Several Days having paſſed with a large Suppu- 
ration, without any Diminution of the Teſticle, I 
deſired a Conſultation, and Mr. Prudbomme the 
younger, Maſter Surgeon at Paris, and a ſenior Sur- 
geon of Hotel Diel were appointed. We exa- 
mined afreſh the largeneſs of the Teſticle, and 
perceiving that it would impoſtumate, and the 
| Telticle 
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Teſticle remaining of that Magnitude, might oc- 
caſion the ſame Pains and Symptoms he had felt 
his whole Life before opening the Tumour, we 
concluded to amputate it, which was immediately 
perfornged. 


I found a large Portion of the Epiploon adhering 
to the Body of the Teſticle and ſurrounding it. The 


ſpermatick Veſſels were Cartilaginous, and twice 


the common Magnitude, I tied the Epiploon and 
Veſſels together, then amputated the Teſticle and 
dreſſed the Patient, He was troubled with frequent 
Vomitings for eight Days, which I attributed to 
their drawing the bottom of the Stomach by forc- 
ing the Epiploon from it, to which it is faſtened, I 
opened the Teſticle in the Preſence of thoſe Sur- 
geons I named before and ſeveral others, and in 
the Midſt of it found a large ruſty Pin, which, to 
us, ſeemed very extraordinary. 

When we had thoroughly examined into the 
Poſſibility of this extraneous Body's being intro- 
duced into a Part ſo remote from the common Re- 
ception of Aliments, or their Diſcharge, we con- 
cluded, that the Pin muſt have entered up to the 


Head immediately into the Scrotum when the Child 


was in ſwaddling Cloaths, and that the Nurſe not 
perceiving it, the Pains the Child felt were attribut- 
ed to another Cauſe z that a ſlender Suppuration 
might facilitate the Entrance of the Head of the 
Pin, and afterwards nothing prevented forming 
the Cicatrice, — 

The Child's Nurſe, its Father and Mother, each 
of them aſſured us that he had always complained 
of a violent Pain in that Part, and that the right 
Teſticle was larger than the leſt. The Patient en- 


Joys a State of good Health at preſent, is perfectly 
recover*d, 
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recover'd, and the Teſticle and Pin are ſtill pre- 
ſerved in a Viol. 
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O BSE RV. LVII. 
yon a Child whoſe Head was very defective. 


Inſerted in the Journal des Scavans, 
Monday, Nov. 19, 1691. 


JT the Beginning of the Month of November 


1691, Madamoiſelle Morlet, chief Midwife 
of Hotel Dieu, delivered a Woman of a Child full 


grown which was without Brains, and had no Bone 
on the upper Part of the Head: There was only 
the Baſis of the Coronal which forms the ſuperior 


Part of the Orbit, ſeparated in the Middle by a 
lender Line extending from the Bone of the Noſe 
to the Sella Turcica, which was partly covered 


under that Portion of the Coronal, which Line 


is called the Sagiltal. There being no parietal 
Bones, there was no Coronal Suture, and only the 
Baſis of the occipital Bone which formed the large 
Foramen of the Medulla Spinalis. It was flat be- 
hind and elevated itſelf half an Inch, which ren- 


der'd the Foramen ſquare. 


Above this Hole there appeared a red Tumour 
of the Bigneſs of a large Nut; I opened it and 
found that i it was only the Venous Canal of the Me- 
dulla Spinalis filled with Blood, and terminated in 
this Place, The Reſt of the Head was * 

| wit 
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fy 


with Hair adhering firmly to the Skin, and the 
skin to the Bones. 

The temporal Bones had no Sguamoſe Part; but 
only the Os Petroſum which contains the Bones of 
the Ear, that were viſible thro' the Tympanum, 
The Os Sphenoides was entire, but the Ethmoides 
was deficient, and the Criſta Galli. None of the 
eleven Bones of the Face were miſſing; the under 

aw was in its natural State, and all other Parts 

of the Body plump and fat without any Defor- 
mity. 5 

This Infant lived four Days, opening and 

ſhutting its Eyes, crying ſometimes, ſucking its 

Nurſe, and even eating Pap. 

I obſerved beſides. that ſeveral ſmall Branches 


- of Nerves came from the Baſis of the Coronal 
* Bone, where thoſe inſerted into the Frontal Muſ- 
y cles and the Eye-lids were very adherent. 

* The Optick Nerves proceeded from the Spi- 
1 nal Marrow, ſliding upon the Os Sphenoides, 
2 then paſſing through the Holes of the Orbit, in- 


1 ſerted themſelves into the Eyes, the ſame as in 
another Perſon. 
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OBS ERV. LVIII. 


Upon the Wound of a certain Perſon who attempted 
to deſtroy himſelf. | 


Inſerted in the Journal des Scavans, 
Monday, Ap. 6th, 1093. 


HE eighth of June 1692, a Water-Porter 
took a Razour at four o' Clock in the 
Morning deligning to cut his own Throat. His 
Wife perceiving his Deſign, and finding he had 
began to put it in Execution, ran immediately 
to the Window and cried out, Thieves; a Shoe- 
maker in the Neighbourhood, running thither at this 
Outcry, was extremely ſurpriſed at the Action. 
The Water-Porter ſeeing him enter his Room, 
threw the Razour away, and ran to him, which ſo 
affrighted the Shoemaker that he ran out and 
called out for Aſſiſtance; nevertheleſs the Water- 
Porter took up his Razour again and continued 
to cut his Throat, which he had not time to 
finiſh, before two Joiners in the Neighbourhood, 
the Father and Son, came into his Room. 
The Son, being ſtronger than the Father, threw 


himſelf directly upon the Water - Porter, and having 


thrown him down, all the Neighbours came in 
beſore he would quit the Razour, the young Joiner 
having one Finger wounded by it, but he was at 
length obliged to yield to Force, and was inſtantly 

I. Carrie! 
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carried to Hotel Dieu, where I was immediately 
ſent for. | 

When I came, I found that the ſuperior Part of 
the Larynx was cut, the Wings of the Tyroides 
above its convex Part, which forms what is vul- 
garly called Adam's Apple; that the Oeſophagus 
was likewiſe cut, and only held by a ſmall Portion 
in the poſterior Part. 

I perceived alſo, that the Teguments and Muſcles 
were divided five Fingers Breadth, without opening 
any conſiderable Veſſel. | 

This diſmal Spectacle ſhocked me, and finding 
the Man was unable to ſpeak, Mr. Bucher, Surgeon 
of the Hoſpital within, to be convinced whether the 


rter Oeſophagus was cut in its ſuperior Part as well as 
the the Laryax, gave him a little Water to ſwallow, 
His which came immediately forth at the Wound. I 
had told the Prieſt who came to confeſs him, that by 
ely making a Suture to the Wound, I could ſoon make 
oe- him ſpeak, for the Air would then retake its ac- 
this cuſtomed Channel and form his Speech. 

To this End, I threaded a crooked Needle, and 
m, made a cloſe Suture from one Extremity of the 
fo Wound to the other, and his Voice and Speech 
ind returned in Proportion as the Wound was cloſed. 
er- Then I put Pledgets of Lint upon the Suture, 


ied with a Plaiſter, Compreſs and Bandage, and then 
to he ſpoke diſtinctly, ſo that he might be heard a 


od, diſtance off. He was confeſſed, and anſwered the 

Commiſſary, who interrogated him, as to the Rea- 
cw ſons he had for committing ſo raſh an Action. 4 
ns He lived from four o' Clock in the Morning, 5 
in that he wounded himſelf, till ten of Clock the next q 
ner | Morning. When he took any Nouriſhment, it 4 
at ſtopped at the Wound without paſſing either up- i 
tly 1 wards i 
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wards or downwards, and always ſeemed to be in his 
Senſes, | i 


OBS ERV. LIX. 


Upon opening the Body of a Woman who had an 
Hernia Ventralis. | 


Inſerted in the Journal des Scavans, 
Monday, July 21, 1692, 


A Woman from Chateau Thierry came to Hotel 
A Dieu in the Month of December 169 1, af- 
flicted with an Hernia Ventralis, of the Bigneſs of 
a large Ball. This Hernia proceeded from the 
Cæſarian Operation being performed upon her 
fourteen Years before by a Surgeon of the ſame 
Town, who, finding her too long in Labour, riſked 
that Operation, by which both the Mother and 
Child were indeed preſerved, which rarely happens; 


but it was ſix Months before the Woman recovered. 


This gave Occaſion to the Phyſicians and Surge- 
ons of the Place to commence a Suit of Law a- 
gainſt the Surgeon who performed the Operation, 
who was at length obliged to withdraw, after lo- 
ſing his Reputation, and the Child lived thirteen 
Months. 

After the Mother recovered, the Hernia was gra- 
dually formed, and came to the bigneſs menti- 
oned before. It was kept ſupported by Rowlers 
croſſed over the Shoulders; and, in Proportion as 
it increaſed, the Pain became more violent. At 
| length 


his 


an 
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ſength it ulcerated about ſix Fingers Breadth, 
which Ulceration penetrated only the Teguments. 
This, however, obliged her to come to the Hoſpital, 
where ſhe was dreſſed dy Mr. Alexander Petit, one 
of the twelve Surgeons within, who took particular 
Care of her. The Hernia, notwithſtanding, came 
to that prodigious Magnitude, that, its preventing 
the Patient to breath, ſhe was ſuffocated and died. 

I opened the Body in Preſence of ſeveral 
Surgeons of the Hoſpital and other Perſons, and 
found that in the Place where the Cicatrice was 
formed in the Teguments, the Peritonæum ſhot 
forth diverſe Filaments adherent to the Epiploon 
and the ſmall Inteſtines, part whereof was contained 
in the Tumour, viz. the [hon and Fejunum, the 
reſt purſued their natural Courſe and preſerved 


their common Situation. 


I obſerved: that the Womb had a Cicatrice in 
it, which was preſſed inwards from the outſide, 
and then took it entirely our. But before I open- 
ed it, I deſired Meſſieurs de Bourges, Morin, Lom- 
bard, and Enguchard, Phyſicians of the Faculty of 
Paris and Hotel Dieu, to ſee it. 

I ſhewed it beſides to Mr. D Verney of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences, and to the Society 
of St. Coſine, and to Meſſieurs de Tertre, Simon, 
the younger, Beau vois, de Frades, Gigot, Arnaud, 
Roberdeau and others. | | 

I afterwards opened it in the Preſence of theſe 
Gentlemen, and found the Cicatrice as well in the 
internal as external Part, which thoroughly con- 
firmed all ſhe had related touching the Cæſarian 
Operation, that ſhe aſſured us had been performed, 
which I doubted much of as well as others, tho? 
ſhe recounted the Fact in ſuch a Manner as to 
make it credible. I preſerve the Womb, where- 

- | K 4 | on 
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on both the internal and external Cicatrices are very 
conſpicuous, that thoſe who doubt of the Truth 
of this Fact, may have an occular Demonſtration 
of it. 


sts s 88s steg 
O 8 8 ERV. LX. 


Upon an extraordinary Labour. 


Inſærted in the Journal des Scavans, 
Monday, Nov. he 26th, 1694. 


Woman big with Child came to Hotel Dieu, 

towards the End of September 1694, to be 
delivered of a third Child, of which ſhe was preg- 
nant. Thirteen or Fourteen Days before her Death, 
ſhe felt exceſſive Pains in the umbilical and epigaſ- 
trick Region, by the different Motions of the 
Child, which obliged her to require immediate Re- 


lief, and to wiſh they would open her Side; but 


they did not liſten to her, judging the Operation too 
dangerous. 

She died the 2 1ſt of Ofober following, and 
AMefieurs Colignon and de Fouy, aſſiſted by Madam 
de Gouey, chief Midwite, opened the Body inſtantly, 
as is commonly practiſed in ſuch Calcs, to extract 
the Child either dead or alive. 

By this Operation they diſcovered the Child to 
ve dead, and obſerved that it was not in the Womb, 
finding it entire and cloſe to it. They deferred 
any farther Examination to the next Day, and cal- 
led in Mr, Emmerez, * Phyſician, . 

worn 
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ſworn Surgeon and celebrated in Midwifery, Mr. 
DuVerney, Profeſſor in the Royal Garden, Mr. Mery, 
Anatomiſt to the Academy of Sciences, and my 
ſelf, with ſeveral other Surgeons of the Hoſpital, 
and of the City. We examined the Body with 
Attention and diſcovered what follows. 

All the Parts compoſing the Womb, as well 
internal as external, together with the Vagina, were 
perfectly ſound, and was of the Extent of a Wo- 
man's who had been delivered ten or twelve Days. 
The internal Orifice was livid by being too much 
handled both before and after her Death. There 
were no Marks of any Cicatrice or Hole but in the 
Tubes, and with Difficulty would they admit of an 
Hog's Briſtle. The whole Company agreed that 
the Child had not been conceived in the Womb, 
and had never been 1n it, 
The right Ovarium was very ſound, but the 
Tube and its Appendix were putrefied in that 
Part where it was faſtened to the Membranes of 
the Peritonzum, which formed the Bag wherein 
the Child was contained. | 

The left Ovarium was of the Bigneſs of a Pul- 
let's Egg, filled with a putrid Seroſity, the Li- 
gamentum Latum, the Tube and its Appendix 


were putrefied, The Bag containing the Child 


was ſituated between the Womb and the Rectum, 
in the Cavity formed by the Curvature of the Os 
ſacrum. The Child was upon its Knees, inclining 
on the right Side, and might have been dead about 
a Week, for the Epidermis eaſily ſeparated, 

He had gotten out of the Placenta, but was 
ſtill faſtened to it by the Navel String, and the 
Placenta being out of the Bag, was placed on the 
left Side, which had diſcharged a Quantity of ex- 
travaſated Blood into the Cavity. The Edges of 

11 
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it being united reſembled a ſkittle Bowl, and al he 
the Membranes that formed the Bag, and thoſe b. 


ſurrounding it, were gangrened. T 
REMARK. F 
" 


1 8am apt to believe that the Extent of the MI 
Womb, remarkable in this Caſe, proceeded from li 
the Reflux of Blood and Spirits which ſupplied Ml ©? 


the Fœtus with Nouriſhment whilſt it was alive, m 
n | cl 

DA Sede PASS ede ede 
| 
OBSs ERV. LAT. x 

| | la 

Upon an old Aneuriſmal Tumour. or 

Inſerted in the Journal des Scavans, th 

in the Month of Jan. 1691; M 

or 


HE firſt of December 1690, a Man 62 n 
Years of Age was ſent to Hotel Dieu, who 
had an Aneuriſmal Tumour upon his left Arm, Ml ** 
with which he had been troubled 20 Years, and 
ſaid originally proceeded from a Bleeding. He 
reported farther, that when he was bled, they 
could not ſtop the Blood till four Hours after it 
began to flow, and, fainting away, a Tumour re- 

mained upon that Part of the Bigneſs of a green 
Walnut, which had ſtopped the Orifice of the Ar- 
tery at the Time he was bled. This did not, 
however, prevent him from working at his Em- 
ployment, which was to dig in a Coal-pir ; till 
he came to feel ſuch a Wearineſs in his Arm _ 
e 
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he was obliged to leave his Work, and carry the 
Baſket four Years without any Increaſe of the 
Tumour. ? 

Four Days before he came to the Hoſpital 
his whole Arm was ſo extremely tumefied, and 
principally where the Tumour was, that it gan- 
orened, as appeared by the Bliſters that covered 
his Arm: Whence Mr. Petit and my ſelf reſolved 
to perform the Operation for the Aneuriſm im- 
mediately. 5 5 

To this end, when we had open'd the Tumour, 
cut off the mortified Teguments, and diſcharged 
the coagulated Blood, we perceived an extraneous 
Body in it, which adhered to the Orifice of the 
wounded Artery, and that the arterial Blood eſ- 
caped thro* a very ſmall Hole which had been 
lately made, and had occaſioned the preſent Diſ- 
order, 

But this extraneous Body was nothing more 
than a Fibrous coagulated Blood, covered with a 
Membrane on that Side from the Artery, and, 
on the Side next to it, there was a ſmall Impreſſion 
in form of an Arch. I have taken Care to pre- 
ſerve it, and have ſhewn it to abundance of 
curious People, 


OnseRv; 
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O BS E Rv. 


Upon an extraordinary Deſtruction of the Bones pri. 
duced from an internal Cauſe. 


Inſerted in the Journal des Scavans, 
in the Month of Feb. 1691. 


HE eighth of March 1690, a Woman 30 
Years of Age came to the Hotel Dieu, who 
was terribly afflicted with exceſſive Pains all over 
her Body for four Months, without the leaſt Fever, 
fo that ſhe could walk and perform all other Ac. 
tions with a tolerable Facility ; but felt violent 
Pains whenſoever ſhe was touched. Medicines a— 
greeable to her Diſtemper had been preſcribed, 
Three Months after ſhe had kept her Bed, being 
no longer able to walk, all her Bones broke to 
Pieces in ſuch a Manner, that it was impoſliblz 
to touch her without cauſing a freſh Fracture, and 
theſe Pains increaſed more and more. 
She lived, however, in this Condition during the 


Space of fix Months, and died the ſixth of December 


in the ſame Year, 

I opened her Body, and found the Bones of 
the Thighs, Legs, Arms, the Collar Bones, Ribs, 
Fertchre, Tha, ſhatter d and bruiſed in Pieces, and 
not one Bone of the whole Body was without a 
Fracture. . 

They were even fo ſlender and ſoft, that you 


could not take them between your Fingers without 


breaking 
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breaking them into Fragments as ſoft as the inward 
Bark of a Tree wetted and rotten, and were fil- 
led with a red Marrow, which ſeemed to diſ- 
ſolve and melt into that Subſtance. 

The Bones of the Cranium gave Way under 
the Fingers, like thoſe of a Child's 15 Days old. 
The Cartilages and Articulations were unaltered. 
The internal Parts were entirely ſound, and there 
was no Mark upon her whole Body of any pre- 
ceding Diſtemper ; for the Lues Yenerea cariates 
the Bone, but, on the contrary, here the Bones 
were diſſolved. I preſerve ſome Part of the prin- 
cipal Bones to ſhew them to the curious, and are 
thoſe which Mr. du Verney has ſo often produced 
at his publick and private Courſe of Anatomy in 
the Royal Garden. 


N AS I Lo RAS ISS: 
OBSERV. LXIII. 


Upon an Aneuriſm cauſed by the opening of the craral 
Ae). 


N the Month of November 1688, one Mr. 
Du Chene, Valet de Chambre to a Perſon of 
Dictinction in the Fauxbourg, St. Germain, was 
brought to Hotel Dieu into the Hall for Opera- 
tion, to be dreſſed of a Wound he had received 
with a Sword in the internal and ſuperior Part of 
the Thigh, which Wound was ſucceeded by a 
conſiderable Aneuriſm. 

Mr. Bottentiit had the Care of him, and as this 


Perſon was particularly recommended, and his 
Wound 
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Wound of the utmoſt Conſequence, he called 
Meſſieurs Morel, Baſſiere, and ſeveral other prin. 
principal Surgeons, for their Opinion in this Caſe, 
Upon Examination of the Wouad ; its Situation, 
the Tumour ſurrounding it, together with a ſtrong 
and deep Pulſation, gave the whole Fraternity Rea. 
ſon to agree, that it was an Aneuriſm cauſed by the 
Aperture of the Trunk of the crural Artery, or of 
the Beginning of one of the principal Branches pro- 
ceeding from it at the Place of its Diviſion: but the 
principal Difficulty conſiſted in finding out a Me- 
thod to aſſiſt the Patient, whoſe Life was in 
Danger by the Wound. | 
The Operation for the Aneuriſm was the only 
means we could attempt; but many fatal Ac- 
cidents were to be apprehended by perform- 
ing it; Firſt, that the Patient might periſh by 
the Hemorrhage, before we could well diſcover 
where the Artery was opened to make the Ligatur 
above. Secondly, that by tying the Trunk of the 
Artery, ſuppoſing we had found the Aperture in 
that Place, as we had Reaſon to believe by the 
Situation of the Wound, all the lower Parts might 
fall into a Gangrene by the Interception of the Blood 
that was neceſſary to nouriſh it. 
Nevertheleſs, all theſe Conſiderations did not 
prevent us from concluding upon the Operation, 
let the ſmall Hopes of Succeſs be as they would. 
The Patient was therefore prepared, by the Admini- 
ſtration of the Sacraments, whilſt on our Part we diſ- 
poſed every Thing neceſſary for the Operation: 
That is to fay, a large Quantity of aſtringent 


Powders, compoſed of boiled Turpentine, Colo- 
phon powdered, an aſtringent Plaiſter, and Terra 
Sieillata ; the aſtringent Ointment to cover the 
Plaiſter compoſed ot Bole Armenie, the — of 

S, 
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Eggs, Oil of Roſes and Vinegar ; a large Quan- 
tity of Lint to fill the Wound and abſorb the Moiſ- 
ture; graduated Compreſſes to compreſs the Artery, 
circular Compreſſes, and two long Rowlers 4 Inches 
broad, that they might be alternatively paſſed 
round the Body of the Patient, without which a 
ſecure Bandage could not be made upon the Thigh, 
which diminiſhes from above downwards, 

The Dreſſings being thus prepared, we began the 
Operation; guarding againſt the Hemorrhage, by 
Means of a Ligature called Tourniquet placed upon 
the ſuperior Part of the Thigh. But this Tourniquet 
is nothing more than a Texture of Thread, Silk or 
any other proper Subſtance an Inch broad, which 
makes two turns about the Part you have a Mind 
to preſs, the laſt turn whereof is tightened by 
means of a round Piece of Wood. four or five 
Inches long, paſſed underneath it, and twiſted by 
a Servant, obſerving at the ſame Time to ſtraiten 
it upon a Piece of Paſte-board placed immediately 
under the Knot, that the Skin may not be pinched, 
and the Conſtriction leſs painful. 

When the Operator judged that the Tourniquet 
was ſufficiently tight, he opened the Aneuriſmal 
Tumour in its full Extent, and extracted all the 
Blood that was extravaſated in a large Quantity 
tween the Muſcles, from whence reſulted a large 
Vacuity, which much facilitated the Succeſs of 
the Operation. This wide Vacuity having af- 
torded room, when the Tourniquet was looſened, 
to perceive the Place where the Artery was open- 
ed, which was found to be very conſiderable by 
the Flux of Blood, yet it was ſoon ſtopped by 
twiſting the Tourniquet. 

The Hemorrhage being thus ſuppreſſed, we 
paſſed a crooked Needle under the Artery, threaded 

with 
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with a double waxed Thread, part whereof we paſ. 
ſed above the Aperture in the Veſſel, and the 
other below, which were afterwards of a double 
Knot called the Surgeons Knot. No ſmall Com. 
preſſes were placed upon the Artery above the 

Knot as is practiſed by ſome, becauſe it was judged 
proper to tie ſo conſiderable an Artery very tight, 
which we could not have been ſure of doing by the 
Interpoſition of a Compreſs, which being imbibed 
with Moiſture diminiſhes in Thickneſs, and makes 
Room for the Ligature to looſen. 

The Relaxation of the Tourniquet making it 
appear that the Blood was ſtopped by the Liga. 
ture of the Artery, a large Quantity of aſtringent 
Powder was thrown into the Wound, which is o. 
therwiſe called the dry Digeſtive, and the Vacuity 
was filled with Pieces of torn Linnen, which were 
raiſed above the Level of the Skin, that the Ar- 
tery might be the better compreſſed by Means of 
this Elevation. Then we applied a large aſtrin- 

en Plaiſter, which ſurrounded the ſuperior and 
middle Part of the Thigh, and above it Comprel- 
ſes dipped in Aromatick Wine, with which the 
whole Limb was likewiſe covered to keep th: 


Parts warm, and to animate the Remainder of the 


Spirits after the ſudden Interception of fo conſide- 
rable a Veſſel, Then we applied the Bandage, 
and when we had put the Patient in Bed, we plac- 
ed the Thigh in an elevated Situation, and laid it 
upon a Pillow, ordering a Compreſſion to be made 
conſtantly upon the Artery by two Servants wiv 


relieved each other, and this for the Space ol 


24 Hours, for the greater Security. 
The firſt Drefling was not removed till thirty 
Hours after, when we raiſed him up very geniy, 


not removing any Thing ia the Wound but a 
| woul 
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would ſeparate with eaſe, All at the Bottom 
was left behind, and we contented our ſelves 
with abſorbing the Moiſture and ſprinkling freſh 
Powder into the Wound, and then applied the 
ſame Dreſſing as before. LE 
What cloſely adhered to the Bottom of the 
| Wound, did not ſeparate till the fourth Dreſſing; 
r, WH and the Ligature ſubliſted till it fell off on its own 
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- accord in fifteen Days, when the Wound was | 
1 incarnated, and the Patient perfectly cured in | 
: 


ſix Weeks, without the Intervention of any con- 
ſiderable Accident, and from that Time has en- 


1 joy'd a good State of Health, and made ſeveral 

1 Campaigns in the Army with all poſſible Vigour. 

1 1 
q REMARK, | | 43 
2 This Obſervation is one of thoſe which informs w 
of us, that we ſometimes ſucceed, by not abandoning 1 
our Patients in the moſt deſperate Caſes, when 1 
* Affairs are conducted for their Relief according to 1 
0 the true Practice of Surgery, and the Laws of 1 
Y Prudence, which ought always to direct us in the 9 
* Performance of ſo important and difficult an Art. F 

11 Therefore juſt Praiſes are due to Mr. Bottentuit, 61 
8 for his prudent Management upon ſo nice and | 
a dangerous an Occaſion. | ' 908 
65 „ 
i 11 
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1 Upon an Operation for the Stone attended with g C 
; | | Fiſtula. | T; 
1 N the Month of September 1693, a Child fix 2 
is Years of Age, a Native of Nogezt upon the D 
i Scine, was brought to the Hoſpital to be cut for th 
i the Stone. | th 
v4 After the common Preparations, I performed th 

4 the Operation, and the Wound was in an happy 
= Way of healing, when the Child began to grieve, 2 


that his Mother who uſed to come every Day to ur 
ſee him was gone into the Country, 4 

This Grief threw the Child into ſuch ancitrophy, a 
and the Coldneſs of the Winter ſupervening ſoon 


after, irritated the Wound to that Degree that it k 
became Fiſtulous, ſo that he was ſent back into 5 
his own Country uncured. * 

The Year following he was brought back again Ja 
to be treated of his Fiſtula. He had recovered his F 
Fleſh, and I dreſſed him conſtantly four Months * 
without being much advanced in the Cure. On 1 


the contrary, the Cauſticks I employed to deſtroy 
the Calloſity, had increaſed his Diſtemper by the 
freſh Loſs ” Subſtance; in ſhort, 1 began t- 
think his Diſeaſe incurable, and ſhould have ſenc 
him, had not I reflected upon the particular 
Recommendations I received upon his Account, 
and upon the Diſcredit I ſhould gain, by dit 


charging him a ſecond Time without being cured. 
It 
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It came into my Thoughts, that the Borders of 
the Hair Lip are re- united by making an Inciſion 
and that I might probably ſucceed by doing the 
ſame to this Fiſtula. 

I therefore reſolved to attempt this Method of 
Cure, and inſtead of uſing my Sciſſors to cut the 
a Calloſity at the Borders of the Ulcers, I applied 
Troch. de Minio to conſume them, and, twelve 
Hours after, I made two Inciſions round the Fiſ- 
tula in Form of a Creſcent, whoſe Points were turn- 


* ed towards the Fiſtula, which I made of ſuch a 
1 Depth, that a writing Quill might be lodged in 
” the Inciſions, occaſioning a great Relaxation in 


q the Skin, and made Room for it to approach on 
| the Side of the Fiſtula. 


bl The Eſcharr formed by the Cauſtick ſe m 
5 in three Days, and then I dreſſed the freſh Wound, 
0 with a digeſtive Ointment compoſed of Loni, 

Arcei and Ung. Suppur. Ol. Over. and Tereb. venet, 
74 which being melted together is ſtirred with a Spa- 
" tula till cold. Over this 1 applied an Empl, Dia- 
6 pomph, which - reſiſts the Acrimony of the Urine 
3 beyond any other Plaiſter. Afterwards I placed 


ſmall Compreſſes on each Side of the Wound, and 

large ones over them, in order to aproximate the 
| Edges, by which means the Cicatrice was formed, 
l and the Fiſtula ſo compleatly healed in a mort 
Time that it never returned. 
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OBsEtRv. LXV. 


Q 


Upon a Pone lodged in the Throat. 


This Obſervation is upon a Cure performed by Mr, 
Anthoine, Maſter Surgeon at Mery upon the Seine. 


N the Month of October 1690, a Poſtillion of 
Mr. de Sarron's, Counſellor of the Grand Cham- 

ber of the Parliament of Paris, who was then at 
his Country Seat in Champagne, by eating a little 
Scupe haſtily, ſwallowed a Bone without perceiv- 
ing it, whoſe A ſperities cauſed it to ſtick in the 
Middle of the Oęſophagus, ſo that it could not be 
moved either upwards or downwards, which cre- 
ated ſuch terrible Inclinations to vomit, that the 


poor Creature was black in the Face, and it was 


much to be feared that he would periſh by the 
violent Efforts he fruitleſly made to caſt up that 
extraneous Body. 

Upon ſo prefling an Occaſion, which the Sur- 
geon of the Place could not Remedy, they had 
Recourſe to Mr. Anthoine, a very ingenious and able 
Surgeon, and a Perſon of ſingular Reputation and 
Character in that Province. 

Being arrived, he endeavoured to thruſt the 
Bone into the Patient's Stomach by Means of a 
crooked Bougie and a Button at the End of it, but 
without Succeſs, this not having Force ſufficient to 
move the extraneous Body, Nevertheleſs the Ac- 
cidents incicaſed, and tie Want of Aſſiſtance put- 

ting 
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ting this Man in Danger of being ſuffocated, he 
took a Piece of ſtrong Iron Wire and bent it 
as much as was neceſſary; then melting ſome Lead 
he plunged the End of the Wire into it, till as 
much adhered to it, when it was cold, as he judged 
fit for his Purpoſe. This Method ſucceeded, and 
he preſſed the Bone down the Oeſophagus, as far as 
the length of the Wire would permit; but not 
being ſufficiently long to thruſt it quite into the 
Stomach, he was obliged to prepare another longer 
than the firſt, by means whereof the Bone fell into 
the Stomach, and he was ſoon relieved. 

I had this Account from the Poſtillion himſelf, 
which was confirmed by his fellow Servants. And 
it is very certain, that if Mr, Anthoine had not 
inſtantly employed this Method, the poor Creature 
would have been infallibly ſuffocated, and died 
in Convulſions. 3 
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Upon a Bone ſticking at the Extremity of the 


HE 22d of December 1695, I was ſent for 
to a Shoe-maker, who was apprehenſive of 
a Fiſtula in Ano. I examined immediately the 
whole Circumterence of the Anus, where I per- 
ceived neither Inflammation nor Fiſtula; but by 


preſſing with my Finger I felt a profound Hard- 


neſs in the Fundament. | 
| L 4 Then 
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Then rubbing my Fore finger with a little Oil, 
I thruſt it into the Rectum, where I felt a folid 
extraneous. Subſtance, and found it to be a Bone 
he had ſwallowed with his Soupe. I immediately 
took a Crow's Bill and flid it upon my Finger, 
and laying hold of the Bone with the Extremity 


of the Inſtrument, I endeavoured to extract it; 


but it was ſo fixed in the Folds of the Anus at both 
Ends, that I was obliged to ſeparate theſe Points 
with my Biſtoury, by ſlightly inciding thoſe places 
to which they were faſtened z and by this means 
extracted the Bone 3 the Patient ſoon recovered, 
by a few vulnerary Injections up the Anus. 


E888 2878787825 Seeed ee 
OBS E Rv. LXVIL 


Upen the Extrafiom of a Needle which had pene- 
trated the Muſculus Deltoides. 


Was ſent for the Sixth of May 1697, to ſee a 
Fan- makers Siſter, who complained of a vio- 
leht Pain in her leſt Shoulder; I examined the 
Arm, and preſſing my Hand upon the Mujculus 
Deltoides, obſerved that ſhe complained of a Punc- 
ture in a particular Place. 
I looked narrowly into this Part, and perceived 
a ſmall Inflammation reſembling a Flea- bite; then 
preſſing my Finger upon it, ſhe felt a more violent 
pricking z upon which I enquired whether in play- 
ing, ſhe had not thr uſt a Pin or Needle into her 
Arm. She anſwered me, that ſome Time beiore, 
a young Girl of her Acquaintance being with her 
| ny 
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| in Bed, was playing with a ſmall Needle, and could 
d not afterwards tell what was become of it. 

e This Relation gave me room to conjecture, 
Y that the Needle had entered into her Arm, and 
2 might be the Cauſe of that painful Senſation. 
* Upon this ſo well founded Indication, I propoſed 
, to make an Inciſion upon that Part, that I might 
b diſcover the Needle and extract it. She conſented 
8 to the Propoſition; then taking my ſtrait Biſtoury, 
$ I made an Inciſion upon the ſmall Speck I had 
8 perceived, and introducing my Finger into the 
2 Orifice, I felt an extraneous Body, which was 

the very Needle in Queſtion, and extracted it 


black and ruſty; the Inciſion J had made healed 
ina few Days like a imple Wound. 


FFC 
Oss ERV. LXVIII. 


Upon the dreadful Conſequences attending a Carci- 
nomatous Mien. 


HE Abbot of St. Vans, whom I menti— 
oned before upon Account of the pretended 
Hermaphodite at Thoulovſe, had a Species of Car- 
cinomatous Wen at the Bottom of his Foot, againſt 
the Metatarſal Bone anſwering the middle Toe, 
which was not elevated much above the Surface of 
the Skin. It was of the Bigneſs of a Farthing, with 
an inflamed Ulceration attended with little Pain. 
As he was pleaſed to aſk my Opinion upon this 
Hardneſs, and deſired me to examine it, I in- 
formed him that it was of an ill Sort, and dviſed 
% L-4 | him 
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him not to attempt to have it healed, ſince it was 
not very incommodious. He conſulted Mr. Hel- 
vetius, Doctor in Phyſick, and Mr. Le Dran, Maſter 
Surgeon, with whom he was acquainted, who were 
both of the ſame Opinion as my elf, 

But as he often viſited the Poor at Hotel Dieu to 
relieve them by his Charity, and give them ſpiritual 
F.xhortations, as I mentioned before, he aſked moſt 
of the Surgeons of the Hoſpital their Opinions, 
wao all agreed that it ſhould not be meddled 
with, 

Ar length bing Weary, as he expreſſed it, of 
enduring a Diſtemper that ſpoiled his Stockings, 
he deſired Mr. Thibaut, Surgeon within, to give him 
ſome Medicine that would heal it, who, at his 
Inſtances conſented, and applied a Cauſtick to 
make an Eſcharr upon this pretended Wen, to 
conſume it as ſoon as poſſible. 

The Application of this Cauſtick gave him ſuch 
tormenting Pains, and cauſed ſo conſiderable an 
Inflammation, that they were obliged to uſe Nar- 
coticks to appeaſe the Symptoms, and procure 
a Suppuration. The Eſcharr having ſeparated, 
bad Fleſh aroſe, which cauſed an Excreſcence 
that could not be deſtroyed by the Ule of Con- 
ſumptives, but brought a terrible Humour upon 
the Part. This Management being continued a 
Month or two Mr. Thibaut, weary of his ill Suc- 
ceſs, abandoned the Affair. 

The Patient finding himſelf in ſo deſperate a 
Condition, ſent for Mr. Le Dran, and deſired 
him to undertake the Cure. Mr. Le Dran, tho' he 
foreſaw the Event, as he was his Friend, would 
not refuſe him his Aſſiſtance. I was called in 
Conſultation, and the Reſult was, that the ill Cha- 


racter of the Niltemper, not t permitting us to difca- 
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ver the bottom of it, leſt the violent Methods ne- 
ceſſary for that End ſhould occaſion too bad Symp- 
toms, the beſt Way was to dreſs the Ulcer with 
gentle Medicines and keep to a palliative Cure. 

He was dreſſed in this Manner for above eight 
Months, and then there appeared a Tumour, of 
the ſame Nature as the firſt, between his Noſtril 
and Cheek. Mr. Le Dran refuſing to meddle with 
it, he ſent for an Empirick who had the Reputa- 
tion of caring Wens. At firſt Sight of the Tu- 
mour he promiſed to cure him, treating all Kinds 
of Tumours he ſaw for Wens. He applied his 
Cauſtick round it to deſtroy its Baſis, but only 
penetrated the Superficies, and when he had in 
Vain attempted the Cure a conſiderable Time, the 
Tumour grew bigger than it was before, 

Other Tumours of the ſame Nature ſoon after 
ſupervened in the Groins, then a Difficulty in 
Reſpiration, which was a Prelude to a Dropſy in 
the Thorax, and was ſoon communicated to the 
Abdomen, ſo that, ſince he could neither lye nor 
ſtand, he was obliged to fit up in an armed Chair 
for ſix Months. + 

A little before his Death, he ſent for me to 
Probe him on Account of a Suppreſſion of Urine, 
which happened by a Pally in the Sphincter of the 
Bladder z but being ill at that Time, I ſent him 
a Surgeon from the Hoſpital, who probed him 
three or four Times per Day till he died. 

I faw him the Evening before his Death: And 
tho' he was dying, he told me, his approaching 
Death did not give him the leaſt Uneaſineſs, ſince 
the long Duration of his Sufferings would contri— 
bute towards the Expiation of his Sins; but, that 
had he proſecuted my Advice, he ſhould not 
perhaps have been in that Condition, 


His 
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' His Body was opened, after his Death, by the ſame 
Surgeon, who drew a large Quantity of Water from 
the Abdomen and Thorax, and, moreover, found the 
Meſentery ſtuffed with Glands of the ſame Diſpoſi- 
tion as thoſe that appeared externally, | 


REMARK 


This Obſervation ought to inſtruct Surgeons in 
the Danger there 1s of meddling with Tumours or 
Ulcerations that are carcinomatous. For altho' the 
Diſtemper affecting this Patient in his Foot at firſt, 
was not very painful, yet I could perceive it to ſa- 
vour of that Malignity, by its refuſing to yield 
to common Applications, 
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OBSE RV. LXIX. 


Upon an extraordinary Fracture of the Arm. 


N the Month of September 1692, a Child ten 
or eleven Years old came to Hotel Dieu, having 
a Tumour on the ſuperior part of the left Arm, ex- 
traordinary both on Account of its Magnitude, 
which was equal to the Bigneis of a Man's Head, 
and the-Inequalities obſerved in it upon the Touch: 
For a Fluctuation was perceivable in ſome Places 
and an Hardneſs in others. | 
The Singularity of this Diſtemper, raifed the 
Curioſity of ſeveral able Phyſicians and Surgeors 
to examine it, who were divided in their Opinions. 
Mr. Petit, Maſter Surgeon of the Hoſpital Hotel 
L Dien, 
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Dieu, thought, amongſt many others, that it might 

an Aneuriſm, others, pretended. it was an Exoſ- 
tos. At length they determined to judge more 
certainly of it by the Aperture of the Tumour; 
but the Patient oppoſed it, ſaying, every one had 
told him that he ſhould die as ſoon as his Arm 
Was opened, and had rather leave the Hoſpital than 
ſubmit, to the Operation. 

However, he did not long proſecute. this Reſo- 
ſution 3 being very weak, the Burthen he carried 
became ſo incommodious, that he was obliged to 
return the next Day, more enervated than he was 
before, which obliged us to poſtpone the Opera- 
tion; and his. laſt Fatigue, by going out, had re- 
duced him to ſo miſerable a Condition, that he 
died a few Days after. 


I opened the Tumour, in which I found thoſe 


who attributed the Cauſe of the Diſtemper to the 
Bone it ſelf, had judged better than others; for 


inſtead of an Aneyriſm, I diſcovered a Fracture in 


the Bone of the Arm three Fingers breadth below. 
the Neck of it; and that the large Size of the Tu- 
mour proceeded from a Separation of the Fibres of 
the Bone, which formed an infinite Number of 
Cells filled with a glutinous viſcous Matter, the 
Fluctuation whereof was to be felt while the Pa- 
tient was alive. 

He was aſked, during his Life- time, whether 
he had received no Strain or Fall, that might have 
occaſioned his Diſtemper, and we could have no 


other anſwer; but, that having received a Blow on 
that Part, he had been very much handled by a 
Surgeon, who gave him no Account of his Di- 
ſtemper. 


As the Diſorder in this Bone was very particu- 


lar, I preſerved it, and having afterwards carried. 
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it to Mr. Du Vernav, Profeſſor in the Royal Garden, 
he ſhewed it in his publick and private Courſes 
of Anatomy. For which Reaſon, many Phyſici 
ans, Surgeons, and other curious Perſons had the 
Opportunity of ſeeing it, together with the Ti. 
bia and Perone of a Lad 21 Years of Age, trou- 
| bled with an Exoſtoſis of ſo extraordinary a Size, 


that I was obliged to amputate the Leg, the Weight 


whereof was grown entirely incommodious. 
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OBS ERV. LXX. 


Upon a Mound on the Head. 


N the Month of May 1693, a Carpenter of 


the Suburbs of St. Denis, who imagined he 
heard Thieves in his Shop at Night, roſe ſo ſud- 
denly our of his Bed, that having {truck his Head 
againſt the Latch of the Door with great Force, he 
received a conſiderable Wound, with a Depreſſion 
of the firſt Table of the Cranium in the middle of 
the Coronal Bone. 

Mr. 1Mezree, a Surgeon in the Neighbourhood, 
was called to dreſs him, and perceiving the De- 
preſſion in the Bone, which was round and would 
admit of a Pea ; he acquainted thoſe who were 
preſent, that, ſince the Wound might be attended 
with unhappy Conſequences, it was proper to have 
a Conſultation, and his Father-1n-Law being an 
Acquaintance of mine, I was called in. 

When we had examined the Wound, not ob- 
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the Patient, any extraordinary Symptom, generally 
attending Depreſſions of the Cranium, when they 
preſs upon the internal Parts; I adviſed, that the 
Wound ſhould be carefully dreſſed in the Manner 
of a Contuſion; and that if the leaſt bad Symptom 
happened, they would ſend for me again, and 


that in ſuch Caſe it would be neceſſary to apply 


the T repan. 

The Drefling was performed in the Manner I had 
adviſed, and the Bone exfoliated at the accuſ- 
tomed Time, without confining the Patient to his 
B:d, or having the leaſt Fever : From whence it 
appears, that it is not always neceſſary to apply 
the Trepan upon a ſlight Impreſſion on the Crani- 
um; and that it may be deferred upon many Oc- 
caſions, till the Symptoms afford an indiſpenſable 
Indication to perform it. | 


FZ 
O BSE RV. LXXI. 


Upon another Wound on the Head. 


Don't exactly know the Time, that I was ſent 
for to ſee a Girl, who had fallen into a Well, 
atier her Bucket, againſt the Edge whereof ſhe laid 
the Parietal Bone bare the Bigneſs of a Crown. The 
Surgeon who dreſſed her having obſerved upon the 
diſcovered Bone, one of thoſe ſlender Impreſſions 
or Furrows made by a ſmall Branch of an Artery 
liding along its Subſtance, and taking it for a 
Fracture, prepoſſeſſed the Patient's Relations, that 
the Trepan was abſolutely neceſſary, to prevent 
any 


— 
— 
er 


* ad = - wow WE a - __— . = — — 5 
—_— ” > A 7 ICS. 2 6 —— . 8 — 
2 3 * 1 "Sy a. * * oy - xx —— ms 4 — 
5 2 . Z | A af 
_ - . 
* 5 « . — ” 4 —2— 6 +44 —_— * n py . = F Cu _ — 
- * , - . 2 - — . 1 * — — : — — Fe, — V * . — — Gs — — _ 
. : * . — wo" — 12 2 5 — 22 1 — — 2 — C - — r * - - = — <> 
[INIT — _— % 10. 64 9 x” - A pom gy * — — — W 5 > — — — — = — — ” © 2 TFT « —— — — — == — - RS : — * 
1 0 ä 0 on 1 - <q J 8 = 2 — bs * — * = 8 * — — * E 
8 eg ue — N 5 % a 7 —_ — =” A 7 Lg — 5 — — —__>__ I * *—— 0 . " py * — 3 
* - 1 q - . ed 1 4 — 2 — 4 — # . FE” EE a — — — 2 . 
4 - — — > p 
= * 8 — . 0 —— — — — ES wo — * * 
> — = — A 


8 — 


#1 


I Res — 22 — — 2 2 
AR 3 2 — 
- . - As pſy A — — 
= = — by 


en 


15s OBSERVATIONS 


any future Accidents that happen upon Fracture, 
of the Cranium. 

- The Relations having conſented to what he had 
inſinuated, he deſired that I would aſſiſt him with 
my Advice in the Operation, and to lend him my 
. Trepan, which I voluntarily granted. But I had ng 
ſooner examined the Superficies of the Bone, and 
underſtood the Miſtake, but I called him aſide, 
and acquainting him, that as there was no Fracture 
of the Bone, nor Symptoms that required the O. 
peration it was unreaſonable to pettorm it without 
a Neceſſity. Nevertheleſs, to moderate the Opj. 
nion he had haftily given, I told him, that ſince 
the Fracture was only Capillary, and the Symptoms 
not very preffing, it would be ſufficient to ſcrape 
the Bone with a Rugine upon the fractured Part, to 
judge the better of its Profundity. 

I deſired him to give two or three Strokes to the 
Bone with the Rugine, and this only out of Form, 
then telling the People preſent, that the Fiffure 
did not penetrate deep, tlie Surgeon found himſelf 
undeceived, and the Patient freed from an Ope- 
ration, which would have done him more harm 
than good, either by itriking his Imagination from 
the largeneſs of the Wound, or conſiderably re- 
tarding the Cure, which was healed in a ſhort 
Time by a ſlight Exfoliation of the Bone. 


REMARK. 


It appears by the Expoſition of this Fact, that 
Surgeons may ſometimes perform unneceſſary Ope- 
rations, which they believe abſolutely neceſſary, 
tor want of a thorough Light in Anatomy, in order 
to form a right Judgment of the Parts of human 
Body as well natural as Preter Natural. 
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Upon Pains occaſioned by a Stone, the true Cauſe 
whereof had been concealed for a long Time, 


HE Wife of Sieur Paillot had complained for 
above three Vears of a Weight on the Vagina 
and Rettum, for which ſhe had uſed variety of Re- 
medies, after conſulting many celebrated Phyſicians 
and Surgeons, who had examined her to be in- 
form'd, whether there was any extraneous Body in 
the Vagina, and had interrogated her likewiſe upon 
all the Symptoms of Pregnancy, this Woman hav- 
ing had ſeveral Children by a former Huſband. 
'All thoſe Remedies and Conſultations did not 
afford her the leaſt Relief : But accidentally meet- 
ing with Mr. Huet, Maſter Surgeon, and the Apo- 
thec cary of the Convent of Picpus, ſhe related her 
Diſtemper to them, which daily became more and 
They obſerved by her Re- 
2 Queſtions aſked, that ſhe had a 
Piflculey in making Water; and conjectured 
that the Surgeons who practice Midwifery, having 
found no Signs of Pregnancy, the Cauſe of her 
Pains might proceed from a Stone in the Blad- 
der, and adviſed them to conſult me upon the 


more inſupportable. 


I was called in to ſee her the 2d of Frbr uary 
1696, and examining her upon the Symptoms that 
had preceded, and thoſe that ſtill ſubſiſted, I readily 
underſtood the Cauſe of her Pains, which 1 affirmed 


Prom 5 
NN 2 
- — a — 
SD PITT -a * 


2 


—  — — — — — n _ — 
** aa toy 27 
- wa « — 


— 


1 1 


— 
— 


— SL BIAS... elm 2. wi —— 
EE Inn —— ——— — 
* 5 — oa +. p 


n 
42. 


— 
— 


* — 
. 8 wut — þ — ——— >=. x - 
——— — — > Toca —2 = 


« . 
. k I — ru" 4-8 . A. © on] 3 = F 5 
: = . on Bo 2s 
—— I — RO 
— 5 - 5 A IIS Sn, ow — 


— * 2 —— — . 
2 Lr 
— — 


— At — W 
2 % * 
— — 


Mt „ 
- 0 : Tx: 
Ts 


. —  — — —  — — — —— 
— — A — — 
— — . — n 


*f _ 
N 14 
: 
| 5 
19 
» 
- +itL 
in 
q: 
1:18 
42 4'70 
1 
A4 
1 
: U 
1 
4 WS 
l 
} 
1 
14 
1 
4 
if 
1 
? 
* 


160 OBSERLVATIONS 
to proceed from a Stone in the Bladder, and to 
convince her thoroughly of it, I perſwaded her to 
be probed, and had no ſooner introduced my Ca. 
theter but I felt a large Stone, which I deſired both 
Mr. Huet and herſelf to feel. | 

The Cauſe of her Pains being thus diſcover. 
ed, ſhe was the firſt that deſired to have it ex. 
tracted, IT adviſed the Surgeon in things ne- 
ceſſary for this Undertaking, and the Day was 
fixed for the Operation; but inſiſted however, 
that I ſhould not return without hearing from 
them. | | 

In the Interval, ſeveral Perſons who had a par. 
ticular Regard to her Healch, and her own Chil- 
dren among others, adviſed her to conſult an Em- 
pirick, who cures all Diſtempers, and goes by the 
Name of the Chaudray Doctor. The Bizarrery and 
good Opinion of the People occaſioned this Coun- 
try Fellow to be Licenſed Doctor in Phyſick. And 
this pretended Phyſician, who only want as much 
Capacity in the Cure of Diſtempers, as the People 
have Fondneſs to conſult him, gave her Powders, 
and directed her in the Method they ſhould be ta- 
ken, telling her moreover, that if the Stone was 
ſmall, it might be evacuated by this Medicine; 
but was it large ſhe muſt ſubmit to the Operation. 

The Patient tcok the Remedies eight or ten 
Days; but theſe Diureticx Medicines throwing 
more Urine than ordinary into the Bladder, only 
ſerved to augment the Inconveniency. This deter- 


mined her, as well as thoſe who were concerned in 


her Health, to deſire me again to perform the 
Operation; when I extracted a Stone of the Big- 
neſs of a Pullet's Egg, and the following 1s the 
Method uſed in Litho:omy of Women. 


When 
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When the Patient is ſituated in the ſame Man- 
ner as Men for the Operation, and the ſame Li- 
gatures obſerved, we make uſe of two Conductors, 
to introduce the Forceps by the Urinary Canal into 
the Bladder. To this End, what is commonly 
called the Male Conductor is firſt introduced, 
becauſe it has a Protuberance diſpoſed to receive the 
Hollow at the Extremity of the other Conductor, 
which is called the Female for that Reaſon. The 
Male Conductor, which ſerves as a Probe to feel 
the Stone, and ſomething longer than the Female 
one, being introduced by the Urethra into the Blad- 
der, the Female Conductor is introduced by means 
of this Protuberance, and when the Croſſes at the 
ſuperior Extremity of the two Conductors are pa- 
rallel, the Operator ſeparates one a little from the 
other, and ſecures them between the Index and the 
middle Finger of his left Hand, and the Thumb 
of the ſame reſting upon their Extremities, ſerves 
to ſupport them, 

This being done, the Operator takes a Pair of 
Forceps in his right Hand, which he thruſts between 
the Conductors, whole Creſts ſerve to guide that 
Inſtrument, by reſting it againſt the Sides of rhe 
Branches; then he continues to preſs the Forceps 
forward till it enters the Bladder. Afterwards, he 
withdraws the Male Conductor with his left Hand, 
then paſſing the Forceps from his right Hand into 
his Left, he withdraws the Female Conductor with 
his right Hand; then taking both Branches of the 
Forceps in one Hand, he feels for the Stone,. and 
having engaged it between the Tecth of his Forceps, 
by turning it gradually ſometimes on one Side and 
ſometimes on the other from above downwards, 
and by managing the Canal of the Urethra as much 
as poſſible, he endeavours that the Stone and In- 
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ſtrument that has laid hold of it, may be with. D 
drawn at the ſame Time. In this Manner I ex- U 
tracted that of which I am ſpeaking of, and the WI 
Patient was cured in three Weeks Time, without 7 
any Incontinency of Urine, which often happens to tri 


the Female Sex by this Operation. 
OBSERV. LXXIII. 


Upon a Diſtemper of the Urethra calPd a Carnoſity, 
and of the Difficulty of probing thoſe who are trou. 
- bled with it. 


TYHyſicians and Surgeons believed to this Time, 
and ſeveral ſtil] give Credit to the ſame, that 
the Difficulties and Suppreſſion of the Paſſage of 
the Urine, happening to thoſe who have had one 
or more Gonorrhæas in their Youths, ariſe from 
carnous Excreſcences or ſmall Warts, that virulent 
Ulcerations leave in the Canal of the Urethra, 
But the Diſſection of a great Number of the 
Bodies of thoſe who have periſhed by this Accident, 
has undeceived the moſt rational Part of Mankind, 
no Excreſcence appearing in the Urethra of thoſe 
who had been the moſt ill treated in the Manage- 
ment of the Diſtemper ; but only a Contraction in 
ſuch Places where the Cicatrices were, thoſe Ulcers 
had left behind. | 
And indeed, all the moſt experienced Surgeons 
in Practice, and the moſt curious Inquiſitors into 
the Truth of their Art, at preſent agree, that there 
are none of thele pretended Carnolities, and that the 
Difficuly 
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Difficulty and Suppreſſion of the Paſſage of the 
Urine, happening to thoſe in an advanced Age, 
who have been troubled with Gonorrhæas in their 
Youths, are only the Conſequence of ſuch Cica- 
trices. Granting this, there is but one Difficulty 
more to reſolve, and that is to know, why the 
Symptoms are not always the ſame in thoſe once 
attacked by this Diſorder, ſince the Cicatrices al- 
ways ſubſiſt; when inſtead of this, theſe Symptoms 
do not happen, or at leaſt do not conſiderably in- 
creaſe in moſt, but after an Exceſs 1n eating, drink- 
ing, or after violent Exerciſe. | 
7 This Difficulty is thus anſwered, viz. that the 
u. Return and Augmentation of theſe Symptoms de- 
pends upon the different Qualities of the Urine, 
which conſequently make ſtronger or weaker Im- 
preſſions in the Canal of the Urethra. When the 
ne, Patients live ſoberly, the Urine that is ſoft makes 
hat no ſcalding Impreſſion upon the Urethra, and flows 
of with more Facility; but after an Exceſs in drink- 
nc ing or violent Actions, the Urine being ſharp and 
om heated, it diſpoſes the Bladder and Urethra to in- 
ent flame, which occaſions an Inflation of that Canal; 
1. and being more ftrait and leſs flexible in the Place 
the where the Cicatrice was formed, than in any other 
nt, i Part, a Swelling happens round this Cicatrice, 
id, WW which does not yield like the Reſt of the Canal, 
olc WM and prevents the free Paſſage of the Urine, and 
Se i ſometimes abſolutely ſuppreſſes it. | 
| Wt This will be confirmed by an Inſtance of a Per- 
ers fon, whom I was often obliged to probe for this 
Accident, who never failed being troubled with it 
ons after a Debauch, and, on the contrary, urined with 
nto Eaſe when he obſerved a ſober Regimen of Life, 
cc even. when he worked at his Trade which was very 
the laborious, ,” 
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This Patient was ſo difficult to probe at ſuch 3 
Time, that we were affraid of each other, he wx; 
afraid of me on Account of the violent Pains I was 
under a Neceſſity of making him ſuffer by the Ad. 
miſſion of the Probe: And I had even ſome Re. 
pugnance in ſeeing him, on Account of the Diff. 
culty attending the Operation, which I could never 
perform without a conſiderable Loſs of Blood, 
That Hemorrhage was however unattended with 
bad Conſequences, contrary to the Opinion of thoſe 
who imagine that a Man who loſes much Blood by 
probing is in Danger of being impotent, or runs 


the Hazard of his Life. | . 


I have probed many other Patients where this 
Accident has happened without any ill Conſe- 
quence ; and with Regard to the Perſon, of whom 
I have been ſpeaking, I am thoroughly perſuaded, 


that the Hemorrhage did not proceed from any 
Fault in the Introduction of the Algaly ; becauſe 


many other Surgeons, well verſed in the Practice of 


introducing a Catheter and in Lithotomy, had 
probed him with ſo little Succeſs, that he choſe 
rather to come to me than to go to thoſe Gentle- 


men, who, after making him endure Abundance 
of Pain, had often left him without thruſting the 
Inſtrument into the Bladder. 

I was therefore obliged, when I probed him, to uſe 
a conſiderable Force, and thruſt the fore Finger 
of my left Hand into the Anus to ſupport the Ex- 
tremity of my Probe, leſt the Violence, with 
which I was obliged to preſs it forwards, ſhould 
endanger piercing the Bladder and the Rectum, as 
it has happened to other Operators, 
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SEMARKS. 


Hence young Surgeons may oblerve, if they 
leaſe, that to introduce the Probe well, the Penis 
mould not be kept too much extended; that the 
Turn ought to be made without changing the Situ— 
ation of the Penis in the leaſt 3 and that the Ex- 
remity of the Algaly mutt be afrerwards directed 
towarcls the Os Pubis, lowering the Rings of the 
Prove towards the Fundament, 

If inHicient Time had been allowed to bleed the 
Patienr, when the Suppreſſion began, which was 
generally in the Night after his Deb auch, and to 
gin him Clyſters, the Probe would have paſſed 


with more Eaſe, by the Inflammation being dimi— 


ed 

a niſhed : But the Pains occaſioned by the Suppreſſion 
uſo vere fo exceſſive, that he cried out for Compaſſion, 

- of and as he generally came at two or three o Clock 


* in the Morning, all that he could do till five, was 
to have a Clyſter adminiſtred at Hotel Dieu, and 


ole 
tle. WM then he came to my Apartment, crawling up Stairs 
nog by Exceſs of Pain. I probed him, and evacuated 


th all the Urine contained in the Bla: der, then he 0 
was bled and cooled by Clyſters and a proper Pti— 1 

lan, and in two Days would return to his Wark 18 
It is a little ſurprifing that the frequent Returns of \ 
u. this Diſorder could not ob. ige this Man to obſerve | 1 
a regular Life: But he is not the Arft, that the bo. 


vich i 
ud Poſt excruciating Pains could not prevail upon 9 
as do quit the Paſſion of Dr anke: mels. | 
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nt 
Deen LXXIV. 


Upon a Puncture in Perinæo. 


HE twenty- fourth of May, 1692, I was 
ſent for to the Suburbs of St. Anthony, to 
probe a Perſon who had a Retention of Urine, 
occaſioned by a Wax Candle being thruſt into the 
Penis, which he had purchaſed of an Empirick, 
who boaſted of his Skill in curing Carnoſities. 
This Bougie being armed with a ſtrong Cau- 
ſtick, had "made a conſiderable Eſcharr in the 
Sphincter of the Bladder, and much inflamed the 
Canal of the Urethra. A Cyſtis was formed 1n the 
Place of the Eſcharr, wherein the Urine fell, in- 
ſtead of paſſing by the natural Channel to be diſ- 
charged thro? the Penis; however, I paſſed my 
Probe acroſs this Cyſtis, and thruſt it into the Blad- 
der in order to diſcharge the Urine. 


perceived the blackneſs of the internal Gangrene 


in Perineo thro? the Teguments notwithſtanding ; 
and the Violence of the Diſte emper induced me to 
defire a Conſultation to ftrengthen the Deſign I had 
of performing the Operation called a Puncture in 
Peringo, to facilitate the Application of Medicines 
to the Diſorder ; neither had I Room to expect 
that I could introduce my Probe into the Bladder 
a ſecond Time with the ſame Succeſs I had done 

before. 
Meſſrs. Befhere and Marechal were called in; 
ho were of Opinion, that for the more bY 
Relic 
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Relief of the Patient, whoſe Bladder was diſtended 
by a large Quantity of Urine, immediately to in- 


troduce an Algaly to evacuate that Excrement. 
But the Putrefaction had made ſo great a Progreſs, 


that the Parts affected forming no Ca- 
nal, it was impoſſible, as J had before predicted, 
to paſs my Inſtrument beyond the Cyſtis formed 
by the Eſcharr, and conſequently not evacuate 
more Urine than what was contained in that. 
Nevertheleſs, the Inflammation in the Bladder oc- 
ſioned by burning the Urethra, had communicated 
itſelf to the Abdomen, which was perceivable by 
its violent and painful Tenſion. The Patient loſt 
his Strength, and all the Hopes remaining de- 
pended upon the Succeſs of this Puncture. I per- 
formed it in the Preſence of theſe Gentlemen upon 
the Canulated Probe, introduced into that Cavi- 
ty, and then paſſed a ſmall ſtrait Algaly, called 
the Woman's Probe, into the Bladder by the In- 


| cifion I had made before, and repeated the Intro- 


duction of 1t three or four Times per Day, to 
evacuate the Urine during the Liſe of the Patient : 
For the Inflammation of the Abdomen increaſed ſo 
faſt, that Shiverings, Vomitings and an Hickup 


| ſupervened, which were the Fore-runners of Death. 


A Prieſt of St. Genevieve des Ardents came to 
the Hoſpital at the ſame Time, cruelly tormented 


by the Effect of ſuch another Bougie; but the Ac- 


cidents were ſo ſudden and violent, that there was 
no Time for Relief, the poor Eccleſiaſtick dying 
in twenty-four Hours. 


REMARKS. 


Theſe diſmal Accounts ſufficiently explode the 


Danger of uſing too powerful Cathereticks upon 
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membranous Parts, the Inflammation whereof i; t 
eaſily communicated to others, with which they 1 
have any Relation. I dare even advance in this a 
Place, that there being no Carnoſities in the [ 
Urethra, of which all able Surgeons are convinced, 
the Treatment of theſe imaginary Excreſcences t 
by Cauſtick ought to be baniſhed the Practiſe 1 
of Surgery. But to leave no Difficulty unre- t 
ſolved in what I advance, one Queſtion muſt 
- be anſwered; which is, Suppoſing there is no --4 
Carnoſity, what is the Reaſon, that thoſe who l 
have been treated for this Diſtemper either true r 


or falſe, by the uſe of Bougies armed with Ca- 
theretick Medicines, find themſelves afrer this I 
Method exempt, at leaſt for a certain time, of \ 
thoſe Difficulties and Suppreſſions in the Paſſage ] 
of tne Urine, which had obliged them to undergo ] 
the Operation ? a 
In anſwer to this Queſtion, which ſeems to bear { 
much Weight; that by condemning the Ule of L 
Cauſticks in the Urethra, I don't condemn the Ute c 
of Bougies that are dipped only in Anodyne ] 
Balſams or emollient Remedies ; for by this Means \ 
a Dilatation of the urinary Paſſage may be pro- L 
cured, without tormenting the Patient with tor- c 
turing Pains by means of Bougies armed with ] 
Cathereticks, which occaſion a long Series of c 
Accidents, before they can procure any Eaſe in the c 
Suppreſſion of Urine, and leave it liable to return ; { 
which may be eaſily proved by the Examples of [ 
molt of thoſe who have been treated in this 1 
Manner. | | | t 
From hence I infer, that the moſt eficacio!; 
and ſalutary Relief that can be offered to thoſe in 
an advanced Age, who feel the il! Conſequence of 


their youchful Pleaſures, depends as much upon 
the 
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= Patient as the Surgeon. Patients, by obſerv- 

ng a ſtrict Regimen "of Life, and by avoiding 

af chat can over-heat the Body in general, and the 
Urine in particular. Surgeons by adviſing their || 
Patients to what is proper to cool and temperate 5 
the Blood, and maintain the Organs of the Body 1 
in their natural Elaſticity which would render 
them leſs ſuſceptible of Inflammations, and by paſ- 
ſing Bougies of different Sizes, one after the other, 
to dilate it in thoſe Places were the Cicatrices have 
been formed by the Ulcerations of a former vi- 
rulent Gonorrhæa. 

But to preach this Doctrine to Patients, is talk- 
ing to deaf People, and even to thoſe Surgeons 
who make this Branch their particular Employment. 
Moſt of theſe Patients are ſuch as Delight in their 
Debauches, and the Surgeons ſuitable to them, 
are not ſuch as think themſelves obliged to pre- 
ſcribe Sobriety; but, on the contrary, ſuch as beſt 
underſtand how to impoſe upon them by their Ac- 
count of imaginary Cures. Therefore theſe ſort of 
Patients recommend each other to thoſe Empiricks, 
who imagine they have performed great Cures 
upon themſelves and their Friends; when, after 
obliging them to endure an infinite Pain by their 
Bougies armed with Corroſives, they at length re- 
ceive ſome ſmall Benefit; for which they are more 
obliged to an happy Conſtitution capable of re- 
ſiſting the bad Impreſſions of thoſe injurious Ap- 
plications, than to the Capacity of theſe Empiricks, 
whoſe Avarice 1s inſatiable, but at the Expence of 
their Lives. 


OSTRV. 
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OBSs ERV. LXXV. 


Upon a Retention of Urine, which happens to Children 
by a Conſiriftion of the Prepuce. 


XJ ITH Regard to Suppreſſions of Urine, 
whereof I have been ſpeaking in the pre- 
ceding Obſervations ; I think it will not be un- 


ſerviceable to young Surgeons, ſhould I make ſome 


Remarks upon that which happens to Children, 
whoſe Prepuce covering the Glans, is penetrated by 
fo very ſmall an Hole, that the Urine with Difficulty 
makes its Paſſage, tho? it paſſes with Force thro' 
the Urethra ; which occaſions ſo great a Diſtention 
of the Prepuce, that theſe Children ſhall cry and 
ſtamp with their Feet as tho' they were afflicted 
with a Stone in the Bladder. 

The fifth of November, 1699, a Child was 
brought to me from the Village of Szrene, who 
had this Defe& in the Conformation of the Parts, 
and the Pains he felt in making Water, added 
to the paſſing of the Urine Drop by Drop, which 
remained in the Inflation of the Prepuce, gave 
them room to conceit that he muſt be cut for the 
Stone. = | 
Upon the Report of the Symptoms happening 
to the Child by his Relations, I judged that he 
was not afflicted with the Stone; however, to 
convince them farther I probed him, and finding 
no extraneous Body in the Bladder, I informed 
them it was proper to enlarge the Hole of the 

Prepuce 


4 


perform a ſecond Operation, 
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Prepuce by Means of Circumciſion, which conſiſts 


only in amputating, either with a Biſtoury or Sciſ- 
ſors, the Part of the Prepuce beyond the Glans, by 
drawing it a little forwards with the left Hand by 
its Extremity, whilſt you perform the Operation 
with the Right: After which Pledgets dipped in 
a Liniment compoſed of Yolk of Egg and Oil of 
Roſes 1s to be applied to the Part for the few firſt 
Days, and the Cure finiſhed with Linim. Arcæi, 
which will be effected in a Fortnight. 

This ſhortning the Prepucè in Children, is pre- 
ferable to the Diviſion of it for a Phymoſis in Adults, 
which leaves the Lips looſe, whilſt Circumciſion 
diſcovers the Glans equally on all Sides. 

But beſides the Conveniency of remedying the 
difficult Paſſage of the Urine, you free theſe Chil- 
dren from a Sterility, to which they might per- 
haps be reduced, if they carried this Inconveniency 
till they were Marrigeable. 

The Section of the Phymoſis is moſt proper in 
Adults, being leſs painful and dangerous, on 
Account of the Hemorrhage, than Circumciſion. 


This is what J lately adviſed a certain Perſon to 


undergo, who, being near Matrimony, could not 
obtain the End of it, becauſe this Inconveniency 
prevented a free Ejection of his Seed, and would 
have been very incommodious in the Intro- 


miſſion, 


I made him this Inciſion, which, however, 
requires ſome Dexterity, in order to divide the 
double Membrane compoſing the Prepuce equal- 
ly, which depends upon drawing the inferior 
Membrane forwards, and is generally leaſt cut, 
whence it happens, that we are often obliged to 
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The Wound is at firſt dreſſed with Anodynes and 
Defenſitives, and then with the Linim. Arcæi, and 
when a violent Inflammation happens, as it did in 
this Caſe, the Water of freſh Frogs is very uſeful, 
in which a little Saccharum Saturni is diſſolved. 


05 
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OBstrv. LXXVI. 
Upon a Fiſtulous Ulcer on a Bone of the Tarſus. 


HE Twenty-ſecond of June, 1691, a Child 
ſix Years of Age was brought to me who 
had an Abſceſs upon the Calcaneum, which had 

degenerated into a Fiſtulous Ulcer, entertained b 
a Caries in the Bones of the Tarſus, and he had been 
dreſſed fix Months, without any other Benefit than 
to fee the Fiſtula more and more obſtinate. 
Being deſired to take him under my Care; I ap- 
plied a reſolvent Plaiſter upon the Ulcer, compoſed 
of equal Parts of Melilot and Dachyl. cum Gummi, 
and thruſt to the Bottom of the Fiſtula an Eſcharo- 
tick compoſed of Powder of Savine and Troch. de 

Minio, the Deſcription whereof I ſhall give you. 
To make theſe Troches. Take four Ounces of ſub- 


| limate Corroſive well powdered ; put this inlo a 


Glaſs Viol with Aqua fortis, till it is four Fingers 


_ breadth above it; leave this in Digeſtion from Even— 


ing to Morwing, then youny the Viol upon a pentle 
Fire, that the 'Gle J and the Matter may beat by 
Degrees, after which increaſe the Fire till the Mal- 
ter is bot; then increaſing it more till it boils, eva- 
porate the Meiftare, till the Remander tis as thick 

a; 
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as Paſte. Then put three Ounces of ſoft Paſte into 
the Viol when you have removed it from the Fire 

and two Ounces of Powder of Red-Lead, then agitate 
the Matter in the Viol whilſt it is bot, and after= 
wards with a Spatula ſtir till it is cold. Then ſtrain 
this ſoft Paſte thre Quills of a different Size 

which ſuffer afterwards to dry upon a Table, ar 


preſerve them when dry for uſe. Avoid the Fumes 


ariſing from the Viol during the Time the Troches 
are making. 

I have always made uſe of theſe Troches with 
Succeſs in Fiſtula's, after the Operation for the 
Stone, to conſume all Kinds of Excreſcences and 
deſtroy the Calloſities at the Bottom of theſe Fiſtu- 
la's, and old Ulcers, their Operation not being 
very painful. 

Theſe Troches, compoſed in the Manner I have 
deſcribed, are much more efficacious and uſeful, 
than thoſe attributed.to John de Vigo, and thoſe found 
in Franco's Book upon the Operation for the Stone, 
which are only compoſed of Corroſive Sublimate 
powdered, with equal Parts of Crumbs of Bread 
coloured with a little Minium. 


But to return to the Treatment of ts Fiſtula. 


After I had conſumed the Calloſity at the Bottom, 
I mundified it, and extracted ſeveral Splinters ; 
and then a freſh Abſceſs appeared upon the Tarſus, 
from whence I extracted, after the Suppuration, 
the greateſt Part of the 0³ Cuneiforme by Frag- 
ments. In ſhort, the Ulcer was perfectly healed 
by the ninth of July in the ſame Tear. 
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'Ozszxv. LXXVII. 


Upon an Abſceſs on the Toe, proceeding from à cold 


—_—_ | 


HE eighth of November, 1689, I was ſent 


for, to dreſs a Button-maker*s Daughter, who 

had a conſiderable Humour fallen upon her Toe, 

which gave Room to the Formation of an Abſceſs, 

that with Difficulty was brought to Suppuration, 

the Pus the Abſceſs contained, rather * 
of Cold than Heat. 

I opened it however as ſoon as the Pus was form- 


ed, and found the ſecond Phalanx of that Toe diſ- 
covered, and ſeparated from the Reſt. I extracted 


it entire with the Crows Bill the twelfth Day, and 
continued to dreſs her for ſix Weeks till ſhe was 
perfectly cured, 


R E MA R K. 


The bad Diſpoſition of this Abſceſh, had induced 
me to purge her ſeveral Times during the Treat- 
ment, which did not prevent the malignant Hu- 


midity, which had occaſioned the firſt Depoſition, 


from falling upon other Parts both ſuperior and 


inferior, ſo that I was obliged to continue the 


Dreſſings for two Years, and ſhe was not abſo- 
lutely free till her Menjes aan 
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OssERv. LAXVIIL 


Upon a Cancerous Ulcer in the Womb. 


HE 25th of July, 1692, I was ſent for 
to viſit a Merchant's Wife, who had a Re- 
tenſion of Urine, occaſioned by a Cancer at the 
internal Orifice of the Womb, with which ſhe had 


, been afflicted for the Space of thirteen Months, 
9 during which Time ſhe had ſuffered incredible 
Pains, and frequently conſiderable Diſcharges of 
I 


Blood, which had reduced her into a languiſhing 
Condition, jy 
Mr. Lemery, Doctor in Phyſick, had adminiſtred 
ſuch Medicines as he thought proper, both inter- . 
nally, and externally, during the Courſe of her 
Diſeaſe ; the Malignity whereof growing more vio- 
lent, the Border of the internal Orifice was ſo indu- 
rated and tumefied, that when it began to compreſs 
the Sphincter of the Bladder, it had ſo exactly cloſed 
it, that not the leaſt Drop of Urine could paſs. 
| That ſhe might Urine by the Algaly, was the 
Reaſon I was ſent for, and introduced 1t with 
Difficulty the firſt Time, evacuating Abun- 
dance of Urine, and continued to probe her three 
| or four times per Day for a long Time. When I 
| examined her, there iſſued from the Ulcer, a Kind 
of red Sanies, clotted and very ſharp, and ſome- 
times from the fame Ulcer, an Effuſion of impure 
Blood and very black. 


WT) — — 9 * = 
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During this Time, I made uſe of vulnerary In. 
jections, to deterge and mundify the Ulcer, from 
whence ſhe received ſome immediate Relief; but 
her Diſtemper was exaſperated ſoon after, and her 
Pains became ſo exceflive, that thoſe who were 
Witneſſes to them, were ſurpriſed how ſhe could 
withſtand them. The Cancerous Sanies grew fo 
corroſive at laſt, that having corroded the Vagina 
in that Place where it joins to the Sphincter of the 
Bladder, it occaſioned an involuntary Emiſſion 
of Urine, which continually flowing upon this 
cancerous Ulcer, the Patient had no Reſt either 
Night or Day. 

She was bathed, and all the moſt emollient Me- 
dicines uſed that could be contrived, both inter- 
nally and externally. But all theſe Remedies had 
fo ſlender a Prevalence over this malignant Diſtem- 
per, that the Urine, which was impregnated with 
it, ulcerated and corroded the Circumference of 
the Yulva, and all thoſe Parts it touched. Theſe 
Parts were fomented with Water of freſh Frogs, 
and Sacch. Saturni, and the Ung. Alb. applied often 
in a Day. | 

In ſhort, this dreadful and tedious Diſtemper, 


at length drained the Patient to that Degrce, thit 


ſhe died the June following, 1693. 
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NS Se ede 
OBS ERV. LXXIX. 


IVhich proves, contrary to the Opinion of many Au- 
thors, that Women may have compleal Herniæ as 
well as Men. 


N the Year 1693, in what Month I don't ex- 

actly remember, a Woman that carried Water, 
aged 60, came to Hotel Dieu, who not being able 
to purſue her Employment on Account of an old 
Hernia of the Inteſtine, which had fallen to the 
left Lip of the Vulva, and the Tumour was ſo 
far increaſed that it exceeded the Magnitude of a 
two Penny Loaf. 

As the Hole in the Rings of the Epigaſtrick 
Muſcles was very much dilated, the Parts eaſily 
deſcended, and re-enter'd the ſame. I ordered a 
Truſs to be made for her, which ſtopped the Hole 
of the Rings, and conſequently reſtrained the In- 
teſtine in the Cavity of the Abdomen, by which 
means this poor Creature Was ſoon in a Condition 


to follow her uſual Employment. 
NAX. 


This Hernia may be called compleat, ſince it 
was ſo, as much as the Subject could admit of, 
as it had abſolutely abandoned the Groin, and 
had fallen almoſt as low as it can in Men, 


N OzsEk RV. 
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LXXX. 


Upon an old Fiſtula on the Thigh. 


178 


OB S E Rv. 


HE. tenth of June, 1695, I was ſent for, 

three Leagues from Paris, to viſit the Wite 
of a Wine Merchant, who had been troubled with 
a Fiſtula in the Thigh, which extended from the 
great Trocanter, where the Bottom of the S inuo- 
lity was, to the middle and external Part of the 
Thigh, where its Orifice appeared. 

We were four Surgeons in Conſultation upon 
this Caſe, and all concluded to employ the ge- 
neral Method of curing Fiſtula's, which conſiſts 
in opening the Fiſtulous Sinus from its Orifice 
to the Bottom; and then to deſtroy the Calloſities 
by proper Medicines. 

Afterwards I prepared my ſelf to ſatisfy the firſt 
Indication; and to that end, when I had informed 
the Patient, who was very willing to be cured, 
and the People preſent, of the Neceſſity of per- 
forming the Operation, I prepared the Dreſſing, 
and placed the Patient in a convenient Situation; 
then taking a crooked Biſtoury, which I flid 
a long my hollow Probe into the externa! Orifice 
of the Fiſtula, I made an Incifion from thence 
ro the Bottom, then I cut, throughout the whole 
extent of the Diviſion, all the Bridles capable of 
forming freſh 8171s, I dreſſed the Wound with 
Slips of Linnen rolled in the Form of Doſlils and 
dipped in the Volks of Egge mixed. with Oil of 
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Hypericon, and applied a Compreſs in Form of a 
Pliſter dipped in the ſame Medicine, another upon 


that dipped in Oxycrat, and ſecured the whole by 


a imple contentive Bandage. 

But, that you may conceive how the Treatment 
of this Fiſtula happened to fail the firſt Time, it 
neceſſary to obſerve, that it was the Conſequence 
of a Tumour incyſtated with a cold Matter, which 
was a long, Time before it came to Suppuration, 
and had opened of its own accord in the moſt de- 
pendent Part; that the Pus not having a free Diſ- 
charge, ſome Part of the Cyſtis remained at the 
Bottom of the Ulcer, where it indurated and be- 
came Callous ; ſo that it was neceſſary to purſue 
the ſecond Intention, with the ſame Exactneſs as 
the firſt; that is to ſay, that when the Fiſtula 


was ſufficiently dilated, they ſhould have applied 


themſelves to deſtroy all the Callofitics at the Bot- 
tom by Means of Cauſticks. 

And this I particularly recommended to the 
Surgeon, who was to dreſs the Patient: But it 
5 what he neglected 3 for inſtead of eftabliſhing 
the Re-union of the Wound upon a good Bottorn, 
he ſuffered the external Lips to unite, which were 
in a Condition to furniſh good Fleſh, whilſt the 


bottom always remained Callous, and was the 


Cauſe, that after he had dreſſed the Patient fix 
Months, the. Fiſtula remained in the ſame Con- 
dition, as it was before the Operation. 

I was ſent for again, and finding the Fiſtula in 
this Condition, I declared to the Patient and her 
Huſband, that I could not pertorm the Cure, unleſs 
Thad the Management of it from the Beginning 
to the End. This determined her to take a 
Lodging near me, where I opened the Eiſtola 


again in the former Place, and having kept it di- 
| N 2 lated 
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lated by Doſſils twenty four Hours, IJ made uſe 
of Mr. Pares Ung. Egypt. to conſume the Callo. 
ſity, which was appoved of by Mr. Petit, chief 
Surgeon of Hotel Dieu, who always uſed it with 
Succeſs upon paralle] Occaſions. I deliver the 
Compoſition here for the uſe of thoſe who may not 
be in a Condition to procure it from the Book of 
Ambroſe Pare. = 

Take Rock Allum, Verdigreaſe and common Honey, 
of each three Ounces, ſtrong Vinegar five Ounces, 
common Salt one Ounce, Roman Vitriol half an Ounce, 
fublimat Corroſive two Drachms ; boil theſe together 
to the Conſiftence of an Ointment, 

Then I applied a Pledget, covered with this 
Ointment, to the Bottom of the Wound; and as it 


cannot produce a good Effect without creating | 


Pain, as may be judged by the Compoſition, | 


was contented with leaving it from the Morning to | 


the Evening, that the Patient might reſt at Night, 
And indeed ſhe complained much of the violent 
Pains ſhe had felt by the Operation of that Me. 
dicine; but the earneſt Deſire ſhe had of being 
cured diſpoſed her to endure any thing to ſuc- 
ceed. „ 

Having raiſed the Dreſſing, I found that the 
Medicine had thoroughly performed its Operation, 
and the Eſcharr it had formed ſeparated in five Days, 
and was of the thickneſs of a Crown Piece, | 
repeated the Application of this Medicine, exactly 
upon thoſe Places where it appeared that the Callo- 
ſicy was not entirely deſtroyed, taking care to 
guard the other Parts of the Wound, with Pledg. 
ets covered with a mundificative Ointment, before 
] applied the Caſtick to thoſe Places where Ithougli 
it convenient; and purſuing a Method directly op- 
polite to that in the Former Treatment, I took 

care 
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care to incarnate the Bottom of the Ulcer, and to 
ſuppreſs the Growth of the Fleſh upon the Lips, by 
means of the Lapis Infernalis. By this Method 
that old Fiſtula was healed in a Month's Time, and 
the Sign of a perfect Cure was known by the De— 
preſſion of the Cicatrice, which ought always to 
be ſo, where there is Loſs of Subſtance or an Ex- 
foliation of the Bone ; on the contrary, the Scars 
of thoſe Wounds which have not been accompanied 
with theſe Accidents, are rather elevated than de- 


preſſed, 


NC =ITaN?Aa'Y (© ASD D N 
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OBSERV. LXXXI. 


Upon opening the Body of a Child that died of the 


8 Cu 'Y, 


N the Month of Auguſt, 1698, a Child of Mr. 
Barb's the Apothecary was brought from Nurte 
ſcemingly in good Health; bur the Symptoms of 
the Scurvy, which ſoon after appeared, gave Room 
to attribute this fatal Diſtemper to a Sharpnets 
in the Marſhy Air at Port Carre, where he was 
nurſed, with which the Fluids were lowed, 
The Diſtemper began to declare itleit by a Swell- 
ing upon the Gums, from a Quantity of coagulated 
Blood proceeding from them upon tne lealt Touch, 
which made his Mouth black, and gave it an ill 
Odour, He was dreſſed with all roſtivie Care, 
and Mr. Morin the Phyſician, Wo has a very great 
Eſteem for the Father of the Child, vißited it con- 
ſtantly, preſcribing a proper Regimen of Diet, 


3 and 
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and ſuch internal Medicines as were ſuitable. The 
Ulcers of the Mouth were in a tolerably good Con- 
dition, and he had Appetite ſufficient not to 
refuſe any Nouriſhment that was offered him; till, 
when Autumn came, he was attacked with very 
acute Pains, a conſiderable Tumefaction upon 
the Thighs, and by touching theſe tumefied Parts 
a deep Fluctuation was perceivable, without bein 
able to diſtinguiſh what Kind of Fluid it contain- 
el: For which Reaſon the Aperture of the Tu— 
mour was deferred, and Mr, Pelit, chief Surgeon of 
Zobel Dien. was of Opinion it ſhould not be opened. 

The Ulcerations of the Mouth did not increaſc; 
but when they ſeemed to heal in one Place, freih 
ones apprared in another. In this State Matters 
continued for the Space of five Months, till the 
Child was ſo extenuated that it died the February 
following. 

I was deſired to open the Body, and began by 
the Abdomen, which I found diſtended and filled 
with a browniſh Liquor. Moreover the Glands of 
te Meſentery were tumefied, as they are always 
Hund in ſcorbutick Bodies; inſomuch, that many 
of them were of the Bigneſs of Pigeons Eggs, and 
Others leis. 

J found in the left Cavity of the Thorax, 
Quantity of ſharp Water a little ſalt, and the Lobe 
ot the Lungs, floating in it, was notwithſtanding 
very ſound, as well as the Right, and the reſt of a 
the Organs contained i in the Thorax, th 

Then I opened the Thighs that were tumefied, 
and found the Teguments and Muſcles filled with In 
Seroſity, and this Seroſity being extravaſated be- 
| eween the Perioſteum and the Bone, had ſo far L 
mollifed and diffolved them, that you might cl 
bend them between your F ingers, like a wet Picce 
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of Parchment, and the Subſtance of the Bones 
eaſily ſeparated from their Epiphyſcs. 

I examined the other Bones, which as yet had 
received no Impreſſion of this Softneſs. It was ob- 
ſerved the ſame Year that many ſcorbutick Perſons 
were in St. Lewis's Hoſpital, who had the ſame 
Symptoms, and that this Diſtemper, during the 
whole Courſe of that Year, generally reſiſted all 
Kinds of Medicines. 


idee dee eee 
OBSERv. LXXXII 


Upon the different State of the Placenta in the Wombs 
of Women who are delivered of ſeveral Children. 


N the Month of June, 1687, a Woman was 

delivered at Hotel Dieu, at the ordinary time, 
of three Children, each whereof had a ſeparate 
Placenta, and their particular Navel-String; the 
firſt came at Midnight, the ſecond 36 Hours after, 
and the third fix Hours after the Second, There 
were two Placenta's which joined together by their 


Extremities, but eaſily ſeparated. 


They lived three Weeks, and then all three died 


a little time one from- the other ; the Mother of 


them was about 33 Years old. 

The September following, another Woman was 
likewiſe delivered of three Children; the ſecond 
came twelve Hours after the firit, and the third fix 
Hours after the fecond, who had all three a parti- 
cular Navel-ſtring faſtened to one Placenta. 
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RE 


According to the Opinion of thoſe who believe a 


| Superfetation, the firſt three ſhould be conceived at 


different * and the three laſt at the ſame 
Time. 


YAY YAY Se 8 85 8886828 AY AY AYAY 
OBsERv. LXXXIII. 


Upon the Delivery of a Woman of Hermaph; oaite 
WINS, 


HE 15th of September, 1697, a Woman at 

her full time was delivered of two living 
en, which might be termed the moſt d. 
ſtinguiſhed Hermaphrodites, one whereof lived 
but eight Days, and the other, on Account of the 
ſingularity of its Sex, was ſent to the Hoſpital for 
Fondlings. I ſhall ſpeak only of that which I 
opened after its Death, which had the Parts of Ge- 
neration that appear externally, ſuch as I am going 
to deſcribe them; and it was in theſe external 
Parts, that the Difference was obſervable between 
theſe two and other male Children, 


— > & 


This Child had a Penis well formed, ond 


in the uſual Part with the Glans diſcovered, above 
which the Prepuce being turned back formed a 
Plait. It had no U7 bra, and conſequentiy there 
could be no Perforation at the Extremity of the 
Glans, and was 1toriy'd only of the two nervo.s 


Bodies and the common Teguments, and tlietc 


nervous 
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nervous Bodies had likewiſe their Muſculi Erectores 
and Acceleratores. 

The Scrotum was divided in the Middle in the 
Manner of a Vulva, and at the Bottom of this 
Diviſion was an Hole, which might be miſtaken 
for the Vagina. The Urine was evacuated by this 
Orifice, and around it were ſmall red Eminences, 
which might be taken for the Caruncule Myrtiformes, 
and above it a fold of the Skin which might paſs 
for what we call the Fork in Women, and by the 


Sides of it other Wrinkles, which might be looked 


upon as the Veſtigia of the Nymphe ; in ſhort, on 
each Side of the Diviſion of the Scrotum, a Teſticle 
was to be diſtinctly felt. 

With regard to the internal Parts of Generation, 
which I examined aſter opening the Body, I found 
them diſpoſed in the ſame Manner as in other 
male Children, and ſince there was no Appearance 
of a Womb or of its Dependancies, we muſt ſay 
that it was a male Child, the Situation of whoſe 
Urethra was changed by a Defect in the Confor- 
mation, which would have prevented him, had 
he lived, to have emitted his Seed into the Womb, 
and conſequentiy have rendered him incapable of 
Generation. The other Child that was ſent to 
the Hoſpital for Fondlings died ſix Wecks aſter he 
was born. 

The twenty fifth of Jan. in the Y car 1632 
another Woman, who had gone her whole Time. 
was delivered of a Child at Hotel Dieu, which had 
nearly the ſame Defect in the external Parts of Ge- 
neration. His Urethra was divided from the Ex- 


tremity of the Glarns to the Root of the Penis, which 


divided the Scrolum into two Bags, wherein both 
Fefticles were contained as in the former Inſtance. 
The Prepuce, turned back over the CIaus, formed a 

Plait 
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Plait of the ſame Kind, and the Urine was dif. 
charged thro* an Hole at the Root of the Penis, 
in the Place where the Urethra in Women is fitu- 
ated. 

It follows from this Conformation of the Ve. 
thra, that this Child would have been as little 
capable of Generation as the former, 

I was afterwards deſired by a Midwife to ſee a 
new born Child upon the Quay des Gevres, in whom 
there was no remarkable Hole in the Penis for the 
Paſſage of the Urine, Nevertheleſs, having ob- 
ſerved that the Linnen which wrapped up the 
Child was wet, I examined it more narrowly, 
and found that the Hole in the Urethra, thro! 


which the Urine paſſed, was at the Root of the 


Penis, His Parents aſked me ſome Queſtions 
relating to his future Condition, with Reſpect to 
Generation; and I made them the ſame Prognoſ- 
tick as I had done to the preceding, which was 
a conſiderable Affliction to them. 

In the Year 1692, I cut two Girls for the Stone, 
who both had a Clitoris reſembling a maſculine Penis, 
with the Glans diſcovered, and an inverted Prepuce 
upon the Crown of it, but without any Perforation, 
as appeared in thoſe I have mentioned before. 
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O BSE RV. LXXXIV. 


Upon a difficult Labour. 


8 S 
- * : 


HE 12th of January, 1690, Madam Morlet, 
chief Midwife of Hotel Dieu, deſired that 1 
would come up to the Lying- in Ward, to aſſiſt 
her in the delivering a Child, one Arm whereof 
being black and livid came out of the Womb; 
belides, the Back of the Child was toward the in- 
ternal Orifice. This Gentlewoman , tho? well 


0 verſed and underſtanding in her Profeſſion, could 
i- W not turn the Infant to bring its Feet to the Paſſage, 
a5 which is what ought to be done when Children 
preſent themſelves in an unnatural Poſture ; that is 
A to ſay, when the Head does not come foremoſt, 
5, with its Face turned towards the Rectum of the 
ce Mother. 
, I applied my ſelf therefore to deliver this Wo- 
man, and having for that Purpoſe ſlid my Hand 


along the back of the Child, I imagined I had 

hold of the Thigh, but it was the Elbow; and 

then making ſome other Attempts, with as little 

Succeſs; perceiving the Mother very faint from what 

the had ſuffered for four Days whilſt the Child 

lay acroſs the Paſſage, and feeling no Pulſation in 

the Child's Arteries, added to a fetid Moiſture diſ- 

charged from the Womb, I thought it abſolutely 

neceſſary to deliver this Woman, not doubt- 

ing but the Child was dead by the Signs I had ob- 
ſeryed. | 

1 | | I took 
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I took a crooked Biſtoury and ſeparated the two | 


Arms of the Infant in their Articulation to the 
Scapula, After this Separation, which I had only 
made to facilitate the Introduction of my Hand, 
I made her walk a Quarter of an Hour, and then 
ordering her to be laid upon the Bed, I intro- 
duced my Hand with abundance of Eaſe into the 
Womb; fo that having firſt felt one Foot and then 
the other, I extracted the Child happily from the 
Mother, who by this Means eſcaped from a dif- 
ficult Labour, and left the Hoſpital perfectly re- 
covered in ſix Weeks. 


EE MAX 


It is here neceſſary to adviſe young Surgeons 


that it is of the greateſt Importance in difficult 
Labours, ſuch as I have been mentioning, that 
before they ſeparate the Limbs of Children chat can 

not be extracted, in parallel Caſes, to be as much as as 
poſſibly convinced, that they are actually dead, 


that they may not expoſe themſelves by extracting AY 


a Child thus mangled : Which I remember once 
happened to, a Surgeon, whom I followed in my 
Youth to be inſtructed in Midwifery. This Per- 
ſon being ſent for by a Midwife to extract a Child 
that had been fix Days in the Paſſage, which he 
concluded to be dead by ſeveral of the moſt eſ- 


ſential and convincing Signs; it happened howe- 


ver that having opened the Teguments and Mem- 
branes that fill up the S ace not yet offified between 
the parietal and coronal Bones, common]. called 
the Mole of the Head ; it happened, I ſay, that 
having opened that Part with his Biftoury, and 
liding his Crochet into the Aperture, and fixing 
it to nc of the Parietal Bones, he extracted the 
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Child, who began immediately to cry, as much 
mangled as he was; by which Wound the Sub- 
ſtance of the Brain came out of the Bigneſs of an 
Egg, becoming an horrid Spectacle to 5 the Aſſiſ- 
tants, and Mortification to the Surgeon. 


e ee 
O BSE RV. LXXXV. 


Upon another difficult Labour. 


HE 5th of June, 1691, the ſame chief Mid- 
wife was obliged to ſend for me to deliver a 
Woman, wherein ſhe met with great Difficulty 
for five Days, the Child preſenting itſelf in a 
wrong Poſture, which ſhe could not rectify. One 
of the Arms came out of the Womb, which was 
entirely mortified, and the Body of it preſented 
the Back and the Neck; and after a Diſcharge of 
the Waters, the Womb being very much con- 
tracted, and its Orifice forming a large Fold, 
prevented the Introduction of the Hand far enough 
to feel for the Feet of the Chilc. 

However I introduced it with much Difficulty, 
but without any other Succeſs than bringing the 
other Arm forward, I had taken the firſt off 
with eaſe on Account of the Putrefaction, and 
when I had drawn out the ſecond, I endeavour- 
ed to lay hold of the Feet, but without Succeſs. 
Madam Morlet, whoſe Hand was leſs than mine, 
having attempted once more to ſucceed, by the 
ſame Method ſhe had uſed before for the Space 


of three Hours, was at length ob! iged abſolutely 
to 
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to deſiſt, and preſſed me to employ ſome other 


Method for the Relief of this poor Creature, who, 


very much weakened, deſired, with Tears in her 
Eyes, that ſhe might be delivered. 

When ſhe had repoſed a little, and taken a 
Draught of Wine to comfort her, being over and 


above convinced that the Child was dead, I ſe- 


parated the other Arm with my Biſtoury at the 
Joint of the Shoulder ; and this Separation afford- 
ing me no more Room to reach the Feet, becauſe 
the Body of the Child was ſo doubled that J could 
not lay hold of them, therefore J obliged her to 
walk about, as I had done by the Former, but 
without Succels. 

In this Dilemma, I could have excuſed my 
ſelf, as other renowned Operators in Midwifery do 
in parallel Caſes, who, being more careful of their 
own Reputations, than the Safety of their Patients, 
abandon them to their wretched Fate, by ſaying, it 
is impoſſible to deliver them, as I was once told 
by an old Matron, who pretends to know more than 
all the Surgeons put together, offering a hundred 
Louiſdors to any one who could deliver a Wo- 
man ſhe had abandoned. The ſame was ſaid by 


three famous Practitioners in Midwifery, becauſe 


the Child preſented the Scrotum, which I brought 
into the World, notwithſtanding, in Jeſs than a 
Quarter of an Hour, in Preſence of Mr. St. Ge:- 
main, a Maſter Surgeon, who came for me to per- 
form this Operation. | 
But to return to the Fact in Hand; finding no 
poſſibility of extracting the Child by the Feet, it 
came into my Thoughts to ſeparate the Head from 
the Body, which was difficult to execute: I how- 
ever undertook it, and ſucceeded by the following 
Method. 
I 


muc 


offer 
ſtan 
upon 
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I ordered the Patient to be ſituated upon a Bed 
prepared for her Delivery, and then ordering the 
Lips of the Vulva to be dilated by two Women 
Apprentices preſent, in order to facilitate the In- 
troduction of the Inſtrument, and that I might 
withdraw it without wounding the Parts. After 
this, I introduced my left Hand into the Womb, 
and as ſoon as J felt the Neck of the Child, I thruſt 
my Hand under it, and my Inſtrument upon the 
Back, being turned toward the Bottom of the 
Womb, and preſſed it with my right Hand as 
far as I could according to the Roundneſs of the 
Neck. After this I contrived ſo well as to reach 
the Point, placing the Edge of the Inſtrument as 
near the Claviculæ as poſſible, ſo that the greateſt 
Part of the Neck remaining fixed to the Head, I 
could make uſe of that to extract it, when the Trunk 
was out of the Womb. 

Affairs being diſpoſed in this Manner, I thought 
I could ſeparate the Child's Neck with my right 
Hand, and conduct the Point of my Inſtru— 
ment with my left, and ſtrongly drawing the 
Inſtrument from above downwards, I ſeparated the 
Neck from the Trunk, without wounding the 
Matrix. 

Then I thruſt my Crochet between the firſt Rib 
and the Clavicula, by which means I extracted 
the Trunk; then introducing my Hand again into 
the Womb, I laid hold of the Neck, and Mada- 
moiſelle Morlet putting her Finger into the Child's 
Mouth, the Head followed without much Difficulty, 

and the Delivery was accompliſhed. I was fo 

much fatigued by this tedious Operation, that ſhe 

offered to extract the Placenta. In ſhort, notwith- 

ſtanding all the violent Methods obliged to be uſed 

upon this Occaſion, ſhe recovered in a Fay 
an 
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and came to return me thanks in the cutting 
Ward, where I was ſurpriſed to ſee her ſo ſoon.” 
I confeſs, this is the moſt difficult Labour I was 
ever concerned in, and the Difficulty of the Caſe 
was attended with the moſt extraordinary Succek, 
wherein I had a particular Saturation of my 


own Handy-work. 
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Upon cutting a Child eighteen Months old for the 


SIcne. . 


HE ffieenth of June, 1691, after J had cut 
ſeveral male Subjects at Hotel Dieu, in the 
Preſence of the Governours, the Phyſicians, Mr. 
Du Verney, Profeſſor of Surgery and Anatomy, 
and other Phyſicians and Surgeons, whoſe Curio- 


ſity led them ro lee theſe Operations : Among 


others, a little Girl 18 Months old was offered, 
whoſe Mother told us ſhe had not urined for fix 
Days, which I could not believe, knowing it im- 
poſſible the Child could live ſo long with that Sup- 
reſſion of Urine. 
The Mother had carried her Child to a Sur- 
eon, who endeavoured to find a Paſſage into the 
Bladder with his Probe for the Space of three Quar- 
ters of an Hour, without Succeſs, which obliged 
her to ſeek Relief ſome where elle. 
I placed the Child in a proper Situation, and in- 
troduced a ſmall Algaly into the Urethra, then 
having thruſt it into che Bladder, I diſcharged a- 
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bove a Pint of Urine, which muſt occaſion a great 
Dilatation in the Bladder in fo young a Creature. 
The Urine being thus diſcharged, I found that the 
Extremity of my Probe touched a ſolid Body, whoſe 
Surface was uneven, which i defired Mr. Du Ferney 
and other Surgeons of Hotel Dieu to feel, and 
they concluded with my ſelf that it was a Stone, 
from whence [I reſolved to extract it immediately. 

For this End, I rubbed my Forefinger of my 
left Hand with a little Oil, which I thruſt into the 
Anus, the Vagina being too ſtrait; tho? it is neceſ- 
ſary that young Surgeons ſhould obſerve, that when 
female Patients are cut by the ſmall Apparatus, 
the Finger ought to be thruſt into the Auus, when 
the Operation is to be performed upon young Girls 
that have not been defloured, and into the Vagina 
when they are more advanced in Years. For 
this. Introduction of the Index of the left Hand 
into the Vagina or Anus, is afſiiting in the approach 
of the Stone towards the Neck of the Bladder, 
and to keep it rm, Jeſt it ſhould ſlip under the 
Curette or Crochet wherewith it is extracted. 
Such was my Practice upon this Occaſion, where- 
in J made uſe of the ſame Curette employed in 
the Extract ion of Stones from the Urethra of Men. 
The Stone extracted from this Child was of the 
Bigneſs of a Pea, and of the ſame Figure. 

This extraneous Body had occaſioned the Sup- 
preſſion of Urine 3 becauſe, following the Stream 
of it, and being too large to enter the Urethra, 
it exactly ſtopped the Mouth of that Paſſage: 
Bat as theſe ſmall Stones are feldom fingle, and 
generally followed by others of a larger Magnt- 
wde, I am dubious whether the Child was per- 


fectly cured by my Operation, 
2 Ors ERV. 
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OBSER V. LXXXVII. 


Upon the ſame Kind of Operation performed upon a 
Lad fourteen Years old. 


HE Twenty-firſt of November, 1692, a 

Lad fourteen Years of Age, was ſent to 
the Hoſpital, who had ſtrong Convulſions, which 
was at firſt believed to proceed from an Affection 
of the Brain, whence they preſcribed him, a 
Cordial Julep with an Emetick in the Evening. 

I was ſent for at five o' Clock next Morning, 
upon their obſerving that he did not make Water, 
and, beſides his Delirium, they perceived that he 
endured violent Pains in the Hypogaſtrick Region. 
I went inſtantly, taking my Probes with me to 
make uſe of them ar all Events. 

Examining his Belly above the Navel, I found 
it ſo exceſſively diſtended, that it was ready to 
Gangrene, and he muſt certainly have periſhed 
in five or fix Hours, without ſpeedy Relief. The 
Hypogaſtrick Region, and the Scrotum were fo 


prodigiouſſy tumefied that thoſe Parts appeared 


ſhining upon a brown coloured Baſis, which chreat- 


ned the Extinction of the natural Hear. 


I introduced my Aigaly as ſoon as poſſible is 
to the Urethra; where I found a Stone that was 
the ſole Cauſe of all the Symptoms attending this 
— Creature, This Obſtacle did not preverit 

e, however, from paſſing my Probe into the Blad- 
as r, from whence I drew three Quarts of Water, 
| and 
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and then attempted to extract that extraneous Body 
out of the Urethra with my Curette, but by 1 


Magnitude and Weight, it fell into the Bladder. 


Judging that this extraneous Body might renew 
the Suppreſſion of Urine, to the Prejudice of the 
Patient, by which he was already reduced into a 
deplorable Condition, I thought nothing better 
could be done than to cut him that Evening, 
which J did, without any other Preparation, in 
tne Ward where he lay, in Preſence of Mr. Mar- 
teau his Phyſician. 

I obſerved that. in making the Inciſion, the Wind 
ruſhed out, as it does when you cut the Fleſh of 
Animals blown up by Butchers, with this Diffe- 
rence, that it bubled up, and was followed by the 
dripping of a blackiſh Seroſity, ſuch as e in 
ſcarifying ſphacelated Fleſh, after a violent Inflam 


mation. Then laying hold of the Stone, 1 ex- 


tracted it, which was Jaeger than the Stone of an 
Olive. 

In the Concluſion of the Proceſs, when the Parts 
diſtended by the Inflammation were ſubſided, large 
Eſchars were formed, and the Suppuration de- 
ſtroyed almoſt the Whole Scrotum, and the Te- 
guments of the inferior Hypogaſtrick Region; 
then the Ulcers were mundified, incarnated, and 


cicatriſed with ſuch Succeſs, that notwithſtanding 


the Inclemency of the Seaſon, the Patient re- 
covered in leſs than ſix Weeks. 
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OBSsERV. LXXXVIIL 


Upon an extraordinary bumoral Tumour in the Groin 
h of a Woman. 


HE Firſt of October, 1689, a Woman 

came to the Hoſpital, being Pregnant fix 
Months, who had a Tumour in the Groin, as big 
as a Child's Head, attended with extravagant 
Pains. 
I ſhewed it to Meſſrs. Morel, Beſſiere, and Fan: 
tome, eminent Maſter Surgeons, who were of Opi- 
nion, to apply only Anodynes to it, leſt the Tu- 


mour ſhould contain ſome of the internal Parts of 


the Abdomen. 

The Application of theſe Medicines for ſeveral 
Days not preventing the Augmentation of the Pain, 
I defired Mr. Morel to lee her a ſecond Time, to 
which he readily conſented. 

When we had attentively examined the Tumour 
a ſecond Time, we obſerved a Softneſs and Eleva- 
tion in one particular Place, where we reſolved to 
make an Opening, and uſed the Point of my Bil- 
toury for that Purpoſe ; I had no ſooner made a 
{mall Aperture, but the Matter diſcharged in Abun- 
dance, by which means the Tumour daily dimi- 


niſhed, and during that Time I applied Reſolvent 


and Suppurating Medicines. 

At length her Time being come, ſhe grew fo 
weak and emaciated, that ſhe was delivered with 
Difficulty, for which Reaſon I was obliged to de- 

| - fer 
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fer the reſt of the Operation neceſſary, to a more 


favourable Opportunity; and this was to dilate 
the former Inciſion, that I might have Room to ex- 
_ tirpate the Cyſtis that had contained the Matter. 
Her Strength being reſtored after her Delivery, 
ſhe would not permit me to touch her, and con- 
tented herſelf with wearing a Diachylon Plaiſter 
upon a {mall Fiſtula that remained in the Groin, 
with a Tumour of the Bigneſs of a Pullet's Egg, 


which diſcharged a ſerous Sanies. This Woman's 


Child was very healthy notwithſtanding, when ſhe 
left che Hoſpital to return Home. 


NING 
Ov. LAXXAEL 


Von a Pain in the Head of a long Duration. 


T"'HE. 17th of Auguſt, 1690, a Woman was 
brought to Hotel Dieu who complained of a 
Pain in her Head with which ſhe had been afflict- 
cd four Years ; it was ſo very exceſſive, that ſhe was 
not a Moment without complaining, or ſending; 
forth terrible Cries. 
Theſe torturing Pains at length reduced her to 
that State of Debility, that Nature yielding to 1ts 
Violence, ſhe expired. Upon Opening her Head 
I could not perceive the leaſt Appearance of a Su- 
ture, excepting a ſmall Portion of the 67474 Lamb- 
&917e5, 
Moreover, I found in the Anterior and right 
Ventricle of the Brain, a full halt Pint of lIimpid 
Water, forming a Tumour in the Subſtance of the 
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Brain of the Bigneſs of an Egg, in that very Place 
wlicre ſhe pointed to the Scat of the Pain with 
her Finger when ſhe was alive. 


MAR 


1: is very provable that the acrid and ſaline Qua- 
litics of chat Water was not the Cauſe of the vio- 
lent Pain, ſince it was abfolucely infipid to the 
Taſte; but the Quantity of it had occaſioned ſuch 
a Compreſſioi upon the Fibres of the Brain, that 
it was impoſſible it ſhould not create a painful Sen- 


ſation to the Organ of her Senſes, and to the Mem- 


branes depending upon it. 

I open<d the Body of a Lad of 14, the 18th of 
Novem hes, 1692, who had been afflicted with ter- 
rible Convuifions, and a tedious unhappy Delirium; 


inſomuch, that his Phyſicians apprehended a Gan- 


grene in the Brain, Upon opening the Head, inſtead 
of diſcovering a Gangrene, I found a large Glaſs of 
clear Water extravaſated in the anterior Ventricles, 
and was the molt apparent Cauſe of the Symptoms 
he had, and of his De ach that followed. 


ieee eee: 
OBSE RV. XC. 


Ten a /ingiuar Exfeliation of the Cranium. 


Poor unhappy Creature went from Hotel Dieu 
A in the Mont h of OFober, 1688, after being 
1i] for the Space of two Years, by the Conſequence 


of a Wound upon the Head, after a Debauch with 
Wine. 


LP 
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Wine. The upper Part of the Coronal Bone, 
both Parietals, and a great Part of the Occipital 
being, laid bare, in the future Treatment their whole 
Subſtance exfoliated, and ſeparatedatthe fame Time, 
ſo thar the Crown of the Head, reſembled a Skull 
the upper Part of which had been ſawa oll. 
Several Perſons not believing this Connection 
of Bones, a true Exfoliation, gave Alms to this 
poor Girl, that ſhe might ſhew the Crown of her 
Head, which ſhe kept covered with the Bottom 
of a Gourd or Calibaſh. The Pulſation of the 
Dura Mater was very viſible, being covered by 


a thin Pellicle only, in that Part "from whence 


the Bone had been removed, upon which ſmall 
Bladders often aroſe filled with a browniſh Se- 
roſity, forming ſmall Ulcers difficult to heal, in- 
ſomuch that the Cicatrice of the Wound was not ab- 
ſolutely confirmed till three Years after the Exfo- 
liation, which was partly owing to the Patient's 


Intemperance. 
All the Surgeons Who wo ſeen that Exfoliation 


agree, that they never ſaw one ſo extenſive ; and 
many curious Perſons, to be certain of the Truth 
of this Fact, after Mr. Du Yerney's producing theſe 
Bones in ſeveral Courſes upon Oſteology and Ope- 
rations, as well publick as private, in the King's 
Garden, ſtill came to me, enquiring, whether I 
had taken thoſe Bones from a Wound that after- 


wards perfect] ö healed. 
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9.9 ED'S 9) EX G6 SYS 
OB s E. RV. XCI, 


U pou tw9 . preventing Reſpiration and 
Dun 


H E 13 th of October, 1690, I opened the 


Body of a Woman who had been troubled 


with a Dithculty in breathing and ſwallowing, eſ- 
pecially the Month preceding her Death. This 
Patient made violent Contorſions, and endured ex- 
3 Pains when the Aliments ſhe took paſſed 
into the Oaſopbagus above the Larywe; and was of- 
ten ob iged to return her Nouriſhment, which 
mer with an abſolute Obſtacle in this Place. 


Only a flight Inflammation was perceivable, with 


very little Swell; ng, upon looking into the Throat. 
She had a flow Fever, attended with a black and 
dry Tongue. 

I diſſected the Muſcles of the Neck to diſcover 
the Canin of her Diſtemper, and when J had raiſed 
the Bronchial Muſcles, I perceived two Glandular 
Subſtances achering to the Aſpera Arteria above the 
Larynx, where they had cheir Origine, and from 
thence extended to the Sternum. T hey were each 
of them as big as a Pigeon's Egg, and were three 
Fingers Breadth loi: g. 

Theſe preteraatural Bodies preſſed upon the 
Bronchi.s of the Aſpera Arteria, and the Affera 
Arteria upon the Oz? ſopharus, which occaſioned an 
Impediment 855 to the Paſſage of the Air and 
Alinzents. ſmall Abſceſs was formed at the Di- 

villion 
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viſion of the Trachza Arieria to enter into the 
Lungs, which contained as much Pus as an Egg- 


Shell could hold, and the Lungs were inflamed 


and tumefied with Blood difficult to circulate. 
FEC 
ORS ERV. XCII. 


Upon a Cobeficn of the Lips with the Gums, attended 


with a Carics. 


IHE tenth of June, 1690, a Girl came to 

Hotel Dieu to be cured of an Exoſtoſis ac- 
companied with a Caries in the ſuperior Jaw, 
which was the Conſequence of ſeveral malignant 
Ulcers in the Mouth, and had occaſioned an Ad- 
heſion of the Lip to the Gums, that proved in- 
commodious to the Patient in chewing her Nou- 
riſhment. 

When ſhe had been twice bled and purged, to 
prepare her for the Diviſion of this Coherence, I 
divided thoſe Parts exactly which were united con- 
trary to the Laws of Nature, to the whole Extent 
of the Coheſion; then I examined into the Condi- 
tion of the Jaw, Part whereof I found exoſtoſed 
and carious, to which two Teeth held, tho? almoſt 
ſeparated from the Whole. I took this Portion 
between my Fingers, and pulling it ſtrongly I en- 
tirely detached it. 

As the Blood guſhed out in Abundance, I af 
terwards filled the Cavitv, from whence I had ex- 
tracted the Bone, with ſmall Slips of Linnen dip- 


ped in Oxycrate, for the firſt Time, to ſtop the 
Bleed 
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Bleeding, and in the future Dreſſings took parti. 
cular Care to keep the Diviſion I had made open, 
by the Interpoſition of Linnen Rags dipped in a 
vulnerary Lotion, by which Means the Patient was 
cured in a ſhort Time, without any Return of her 


Diſtemper. 


OBsERv. XCIIL. 


Upon a Dropſy of the Abdomen, wherein the Paracen- 
theſis was fruileſSly attempted, 


HE ſixth of February, 1692, a Phyſician 

of the Hoſpital Hotel Dieu ordered me to 
perform the Operation of the Paracentheſis upon a 
Dropſical Woman, who had been under his Care 
a conſiderable Time. I endeavoured to perform 
itz but having thruſt my Troiſquart to its full 
Extent thro' the Teguments of the Abdomen, I 
perceived it was too ſhort to penetrate thro' the 


whole Thickneſs ; and having no other Inſtruments 


about me, I deferred a ſecond Attempt to the next 
Day; but the Phyſician having examined his Pa- 
tient again the next Morning, adviſed me to deſiſt, 
by Reaſon that her Legs had burſt, and beſides, 


that ſhe had not Strength ſufficient to ſupport the 


Evacuation. | | 
She died a few Days after totally gangrened, and 
my Curioſity leading me to open the Body, I found 
the Teguments four Inches thick, filled with a 
ſlimy Seroſity, and even Wind, which had prodi- 
viouſly dilated the Cecilia Adiroe, | 
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Then I drew a large Quantity of reddiſh Water 
tending to a black Colour from the Abdomen ; 
the Colour of the Liver was white, reſembling 
Fleſh that had been a long Time ſoaked in Wa- 
ter; the reſt of the Viſcera nearly of the ſame Co- 
Jour, and much more firm than they naturally are. 
J have often obſerved the ſame Thing in others 
who have died of that I. 


O BSE RV. XCIV. 


| Upon an Infant defectively conformed i in different Paris 


of its Body. 


HE ſixth of January, 1692, a Woman 
was delivered of a Child at Hotel Dieu, 
which was very defective in its Conformation, both 
internally and externally. This Child having lived 
only a few Days, I carried it to my Room to ex- 
amine it with Mr. du Verney, who had deſired me 
to ſhew him)all the Subjects that were remarkable. 
The Hands were externally alike down to the 
Knuckles, very even on the Outſide, and on the 
Inſide ſuch Folds as are common; there were no 
Fingers at the Extremity, but they terminated in a 
large Lump; its Feet were like the Hands with- 
out Toes, and terminated in the ſame Manner. 
We diſcovered by the Diſſection of the Extre- 
mities, that the Bones of the Carpus and Metacar- 
pus, of the Tarſus and Metatarſus, were compleat 
in Number and Order; the whole Difference con- 


ſiſted in this; that it was obſervable there appeared — 
ne 
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the Extremity of each Bone of the Metacarpus ar 
Metatarſus, a ſmall Elongation that ſeemed to be 
diſpoſed to form the Phalanx of a Finger or Toe; 


but it ſeemed as tho? the Formation was incon. | 


pleat for want of Matter. 

There was nothing extraordinary in the Structure 
of the Thorax; but when we came to examine the 
Remainder of the Umbilical Veſſels, we obſerved, 
that beſides the Umbilical Vein, there was only one 
Artery inſtead of two, which are generally Bran- 
ches of the Iliack or Hypogaſtrick, and that this 
Artery was formed from the Trunk of that Artery 
which ought to have produced the left Iliack. 

When 1 had penctrated into the Cavity of the 
Abdomen, we obſerved the Capſule Atrabilare; 
thrice their natural Dimenſion, and their Veſlel; 
of the ordinary Magnitude. At length, not finding 
in the Regio Lumbaris, either on the right or [et 
Side, neither Kidneys, Emulgent Veſſels. nor Ure- 
ters, we began to doubt whether the Capſule Atra- 
bilares, being of an uncommon Size, had not ſup- 
plied the Defect of thoſe Organs that were want- 
ing; which induced us to examine carefully, whe- 
ther theſe Cap/ulz had no excretory Ducts, that 
might ſerve for that Purpoſe. Meeting with no 
Succeſs in this Enquiry, we proſecuted our Diſſec- 
tion to a Tumour upon the Os Sacrum, at the Place 
where 1t begins to be curved in order to form the 
Pelvis of the Hypogaſtrium. 

Having opened the Membrane covering this Pro- 
tuberance, we perceived the two Kidneys at a 
Quarter of an Inch Diſtance from each other, but 
faſtened together notwithſtanding by means ot a 
{mall Ureter proceeding from the left Canal; z and 
this common Canal diſcharged itielf into a large 
Hole, which we will call the Cyſtis Commuuis. 
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After we had examined the irregular Diſpoſition 
of thoſe Organs mentioned, we endeavoured to diſ- 
cover the Sex of this Infant, which had no apparent 
Marks of either externally, by which a Male could 
be diſtinguiſhed from a Female. To this End we 


made uſe of a Blow-Pipe, and blew into the Cy/- 


tis Communis, whole Aperture was the only one ex- 
ternal. TheBlow-Pipe, introduced into this Cy/?zs, af- 
forded us the Opportunity of obſerving the Inflationof 
thoſe two ſmall Canals, which were perceived to 
riſe above a Finger's Breadth, ſo that purſuing this 
Inflation, we found two ſmall Wombs, each of 
them having a ſpermatick Vein and Artery, diſ- 
tributed on their proper Side to a ſmall Teſticle, 
which, according to Cuſtom, was fixed to the Liga- 
mentum Latum. 

Theſe two Wombs had each their Ligamenta La- 
tzand Rotunda, their Trunks and Borders, their 
Vaſa deferentia, and a ſhort Vagina; nevertheleſs, 
the right, ſomewhat longer than the left, emptied it- 
ſelf a little lower into the Cyſtis Communis, and the 
ſmall left Vagina was pierced to receive what was 
diſcharged from the common Canal of the Urethra, 
which evacuated the Serum ſeparated by the Kid- 
neys into that Cyſtis, and this, to ſpeak Truth, was 
only the Extremity of the Rectum a little dilated, 


EE MIA fo 


It is very probable, by the Deſcription of theſe 
Organs, that if this Child had lived to be adulr, 
it would have been incapable of Generation, from 
the Mixture of the Seed with the Stercoral and Uri— 
nary Excrements, Beſides, both thoſe Excrements 
would have had an involuntary Exit. * 
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Mr. du Verney inſiſted upon my accompanying him 


to communicate ſuch a Curioſity to the Gentlemen 


of the Academy of Sciences, who were ſo well fa. | 


tisfied with it that I thought it worthy a Draught 


taken of it, by Mr. Chatillon their Engraver, that 
the Figure of it might remain in their Academi. | 


cal Memoirs. ; 


About the ſame Time a Child was born that 
had not the Genital Parts of either Sex, and, like 
the preceding, no external Aperture but that of the 
Rectum. When Mr. du Verney had examined it 
with myſelf, he ordered a Draught of it to be ta- 


ken to preſerve the Repreſentation, 


CS SES eee 


OBSE RV. XCV. 


Upon the extraordinary Magnitude of a Female 
| Teſticle. 


HE 12th of Auguſt, 1686, two Reaſons 
led me to the Chamber appointed for the 


Dead, to open the Body of a Woman who died | 


a few Hours before. Firſt to know whether the 
Opinion of ſeveral Phyſicians and Surgeons, who 
believed her to be with Child, was juſt or not; and 
ſecondly to demonſtrate the Womb and the Parts 
belonging to it to the Midwives Apprentices. 

I found the left Teſticle in this Woman of the 
Bigneſs of a new born Child's Head, and at firſt 
Sight, you might have imagined a Feetus wrapped 
up in its Membranes. When I came to open it 


found a Collection of tough Matter, neither very ot 
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nor very hard, mixed with Seroſity, both together 
weighing four Pounds, | 

I opened the Body of another Woman the 22d 
of July, 1687, in whom I found the left Teſticle 
of the Bigneſs of a Pullet's Egg, and obſerved, by 
opening the Tumour, that it was occaſioned by the 
Expanſion of a whitiſh Matter moderately thick, 
mixed with Locks of Hair reſembling Furr. It is 
difficult to give a Reaſon how this Hair was gene- 
rated in a Phlegmatick Impoſthumation. 


EE ES EEE SES WH 
OBsEtRv, XCVI. 


Upon an old Pain in the Breaſt, which the Patient 
believed to proceed from an Extrancous Body, 


Young Gentlewoman aged 19, came to the 
Hoſpital the 11th of July, 1692, for Relief 
of a Pain ſhe felt in one of her Breaſts for eighteen 
Months before. She pretended that this Pain was 
occaſioned by a Pin being broken in it, and was 
lodged in a certain Place ſhe fixed upon, where I 
felt no Hardneſs, however, or the leaſt Mark of a 
Puncture or Inflammation. i; 
The Patient prepoſſeſſed with the Notion of an 
Extraneous Body, carneſtly defired that her Breaſt 
might be opened to extract it, ſaying, that it 
was impoſſible for her to endure the Torture ſhe 
ſuffered upon that Occaſion any longer. 
For my own Part, I had a Reluctance to ſatisfy 
her Propoſition, there not appearing one Symptom 
that indicated a Neceſſity for making the Inciſion; 
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ſo that the more ſhe perſevered to require it of 
me, I endeavoured the more to convince her it 
would be Uſeleſs. She made ſuch ſtrong Inſtan- 
ces however, and the Sollicitations of her Friends 
were ſo very preſſing, that ſuffering my ſelf to 


be conquered, I fixed upon a Day to perform the 


Operation, in the Preſence of ſeveral Aſſiſtants. ] 
made a crucial Inciſion upon the Breaſt penetrat- 
ing to the Ribs, the Points of the four Angles of 
the Inciſion meeting directly upon the Place of the 
Pain. 

Then I introduced my Finger into the Aperture, 
where I ſought for the extrancous Body in Vain; 
after which the Patient, who had undergone the 
Operation ſhe had ſo much deſired, without making 
the leaſt Complaint, ſurpriſed that no extraneous 
Body could be found, had ſtill fo much Reſolution, 
as to riſe from her Sear and to feel for it herſelt 
throughout the whole extent of the Wound, with- 
out finding any thing; upon which I endeavoured 
to comfort her, by fa ay ing, that the extraneous Bo- 

dy might appear in the time of Suppuration, 
which I never perceived however, nor Mr. De— 
ſagneaux the Surgeon of the Ward, who generally 
dreſſed her, and whom I deſired carefully to ob- 


ſerve the Excretions. 


What we both obſerved during the Courſe of 


this Treatment was, that ſhe did not fee] that 
pungent Pain whilſt the Wound ſuppurated, but 
that it returned in Proportion as the Wound healed. 
I have ſince been informed by Mr. Deſagneary, 
that this Patient who continued to conſult him fome- 
times, the Pains being as violent afterwards, as 
they were before the Inciſion, prevailed upon 
him to perform the ſame Operation, who finding 
only the Bigneſs of a Pin's Head of encyſtated Mat- 
1 | | ter 
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ter diſcharged by the Suppuration, the Pain en- 
tirely ceaſed, and was afterwards perfectly cured. 


REMARK. 


According to my Thoughts, I always appre- 
hended that this Patient's Pain aroſe from the Irrita- 
tion of a corroſive and carcinomatous Liquid, 
whoſe bad Leven might be exalted again, when 
it was leaſt expected; it rarely happening chat thoſe 
obſtinate Diſtempers are radically cured. 


OE Dots 
OBSE RV. XCVII. 
Upon opening the Body of a Child. 


THE Tenth of Feb. 1692, I was ſent for 
into the Hall for pregnant Women, to de- 
liver a Woman of a dead Child, as it appeared to 
us by the Lividity of the Skin, by the Odour and 
Separation of the Epidermis; upon which it is 
neceſſary to obſerve to young Surgeons, that this 
laſt Sign is not always certain, having ſeen many 
that have loſt the whole Epidermis and have yet 
been alive. | 
I delivered this Woman, and after her De- 
Ivery I opened the Body of the dead Child, 
which was dropſical, and being willing to ſhew 
the umbilical Veſſels to the Midwife's Apprentices, I 
found that the umbilical Vein and Arteries were 
in their natural Diſpoſition; and with Regard to 
the Urachus, I obferved, that in the Room j- it, 
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there was a more conſiderable Tube, which I found WM v 
vi ſo much dilated as to form a Bag that would M n 

4 admit of three or four Fingers, not extending be- 
i yond the Place where the Navel-ſtring penetrates MW 
l the Teguments, and appeared to me only an tt 
Nt Elongation of the Bottom of the Bladder ; from M P 
1 whence we may Conjecture, that the Urachu sis In 
4 not of ſo great Service as ſome Authors have 0 
if imagined, ſince this Production, which performed W th 
| | its Office, did not accompany the Reſt of the MI I! 
. Veſſels of the Navel-ſtring. thi 
1 i” 
Fil neous I ., 
| | _ 
lil Ozszxv. XCVIII. 's 
wm Upon a Wen on the Rotula. | — 
wh 


Woman Sixty-four Years of Age came to I for 
Hotel Dieu, the eighth of December, 1692, He 
to be cured of a Wen that began to appear upon 
the Rotula of the right Knee, twenty two Years 
before. = 
The Patient having received a Blow by a Fall upon 
the Knee affected, two Years before ſhe came to the 
Hoſpital, ſhe imagined that the Matter contained 
in the Tumour was expanded over the whole ex- 
ternal and poſterior Part of the Thigh, tho! at 
the ſame Time, nothing was diſcharged from the 
Wen by this Fall, but a Quantity of Seroſity. 
When I had carefully examined the Condition 
of the Thigh, I found a Tumefaction extending 


from the ſuperior and external Part to the Inferior, 
where 
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where a circumſcribed Tumour appcared the Big- 
neſs of on Egg. 


211 


J opened this Tumour, from whence iſſued a 


Matter, reſembling both in Colour and Conſiſtence, 
the Blood contained in a Blood- Pudding, and a 
Pint and half of the ſame was expanded in the 
Interſtices of the Muſcles of the Thigh; ſo that, in 
order to leave none of this coagulated Blood in 
the Vacuities it poſſeſſed, I extended the Inciſion 
I had began at the inferior Part of the Abſceſs, 
the length of the whole Cavity, being directed 
by my Finger. | 

After the Extraction of this coagulated Blood, 
the Mouths of the ſanguiferous Veſſels appeared 
in the Inſide of the Abſceſs, reſembling the Cote- 
lydones obſerved in the Wombs of Women newly 
delivered. This I ſhewed to Mr. du Verney, Profeſ- 
ſor in the Royal Garden, and to ſeveral other Sur- 
geons 3 the Diſtemper happening at the Time 
when I made a Courſe of Anatomy at Hotel Dieu, 
for the Inſtruction of the young Surgeons of that 
Hoſpital. 

The Patient died a Fortnight after, of an Op- 
preſſion in the Thorax, which might have been 
occaſioned by a Coagulation of Blood ſimilar to 
that of the Thigh. 2 
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_ a Bite by a mad Dog. 


N the Year 1690, a Boy was brought to 
Hotel Dieu, who had been bit by a mad Dog 
ſix Weeks before; his Fits were ſo frequent, that 
there was not a Quarter of an Hour's Intermiſſion 
between one and the other; and in the Height 
of his Diſtemper, he ſpit in the Face of thoſe that 
approach'd him, cried out with all the Force he 
could, and would drink neither Broth, Water or 
any other Liquid, or even bear the Sight of it, 
nevertheleſs, adviſing thoſe he ſaw near him to re- 
tire, continually deſiring that they would take care 
to tye him faſt, and declared that he could not 
prevent biting thoſe within his Reach even againſt 
his Will, and died a Week after. 


CSS 28 78 8828882888887 878 
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Upon another Bite by a mad Cat. 


Young Man, a Shoemaker, was bit upon the 
Forefinger of the right Hand by a mad Car, 
who came and threw herſelf between his Legs, 


after being drove out from two other Shops. 
The 


he 


it, 
58, 
JS, 


he 


in SURGERY. 213 


The poor Lad, finding his Finger engaged between 
the Teeth of this Animal, called his Comrades to 
his Aſſiſtance, who had ſome Trouble in making 
the Cat quit her Hold. 

Nevertheleſs, the Lad who was bit, as well as his 
Comrades, not thinking the Cat to be mad, but 
only ſought for a Place of Refuge, after her ill 
Ulage in the neighbouring Houſes, left her in 
the Shop, till the wounded Perſon taking up his 
Work, felt the Cat ruſh upon him again, and 
faſtened her Teeth into his left Hand, during the 
Time he was lifting up his Harimer to ſtrike the 
Shoe he was at work upon; this Action having 


perhaps made the Animal fear he would ſtrike 


her, 

Be that as it will, it was much more difficult 
to make the Cat looſe her Hold this ſecond Bite 
than in the former, which occaſioned the People 
to deſtroy her, and then the wounded Perſon ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to Mr. Seff7ie, one of the Surgeons 
of Hotel Dieu, to be dreſſed of his Wounds, which 
ſeemed to be healed in twelve Days, without ei- 
ther the wounded Perſon or the Surgeon ſuſpecting 
the leaſt Malignity in that ſmall Wound. 

After this ſeeming Cure, the Lad worked at 
his Trade as uſual, and felt nothing for ſome 
Time; till one Evening drinking a little more than 
ordinary with ſome of his Friends, he found him- 
ſelf ſo heavy in the Morning, that he roſe out of 
his Bed with Reluctance and could not apply him- 
ſelf to his Work, ſaying, he was very ill, and 
never in ſuch a Condition before. 

His Diſtemper increaſed to that Degree, that he 
was obliged to ſend for Mr. Hainſelin, Maſter Sur- 
geon, who bled him inſtantly, and a ſecond time 


the next Day; after which, his Mind growing more 
F 3 uneaſy, 
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unealy, he began to ſay he was mad, which ob. 
liged his Maſter to ſend him to the Hoſpital Ho. 
tel Dieu. | 

He began to hold the ſame Diſcourſe he had 


began the Day before, and it was ſoon perceived t 
that he was actually troubled with the Diſtem- f 
per he complained of, perfectly diſtinguiſhed by 

its Symptoms; for from that time, he refuſed | 
all Manner of Nouriſhment, and particularly 7 
Drink, even to that Degree, that going to ſee | 
him at his own Requeſt, and knowing him be- i 
ſides, I deſired him to drink, telling him at the 0 
ſame Time, that his Repugnance was only a mere 
Illuſion; he put himſelf into a Fury, and told 1 
me, with an Oath, that he did not deſire to ſee me c 
to put him to Pain, by propoſing a Thing that 2 


gave him the greateſt Horror, but to comfort and 


relieve him 1f it was poſlible. 
The Phyſicians and the Religieuſes did all they 1 


could, but in Vain, to engage him to take a t 
little ſolid or liquid Food; ſo that, having been 2 


four Days without taking any Thing, his Mouth 
became parched and black. He deſired thoſe who 8 
approached him, however, not to be under any Ap- F 
prehenſion, provided they did not contradict him, E 
and when his Fits were coming upon him, he 7 
begged the Aſſiſtants to keep from him, fore- Know- q 
ing his Fury was approaching. | 
The fourth Day after his Arrival, they put him 
into a particular Hall to bath him; and that very D 
Day he ſwallowed a little Broth, and drank a lit- 
tie by Intervals. He was bathed a ſecond time 
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| the next Day, after which his Throat ſwel led, and r 
ecame black, as well as his Lips, Cheeks and n 

whole Face, which Symptoms were the Fore- 
runners of Death, that happened ſoon after. 5 
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I obſerved in theſe two Subjects, that towards 
the latter End they made terrible Cries every half 
Quarter of an Hour, complaining they could not 
breathe, | 

I had the Curioſity of opening the Body of this 
laſt Perſon, notwithſtanding the Oppoſition of the 
Religieuſes, and fome other Perſons of Confidera- 
tion, who endeavoured to diſſuade me from it, 


by remonſtrating the Injury I might do to my 


ſelf and others. But the Deſire I had of knowing 
whether the cruel Diſtemper left any particular 
Veſtigia, after Death, prevailed over their Perſua- 
ſions, added to a Confidence I had of contracting 
no Diſtemper from handling dead Bodies. 

I defired my Brother to ſaw the Cranium, who 
was at that time Surgeon of Hotel Dieu, and found 
the Veins of the Dura Mater filled with a black 
coagulated Blood, as well as the Plexus Choroides, 
and all the Veſlels of the Brain and Meninges 1n 
general. | - 

Then I opened the Swelling of the Throat and 
Face, which was occaſioned by Flatuoſities, and an 
Expanſion of bloody Serum; afterwards the 
Thorax, where I found the Lungs ſo terribly in- 
flated with Air and coagulated Blood, that it was 
impoſſible to make them Subſide ; from whence we 
may conclude that Patients die ſuffocated in this 
Diſtemper. | 

But the Aperture of this Body very much 
alarmed the People of the Hoſpital, ſome of the 
Religicuſes, and other particular Perſons preſent at 
the opening of it, were apprehenſive of Dan- 


ger: Monſieur Le Chevalier de Pont quarre, who 
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was one, made a Voyage to Diepe to be immerſed 
into the Sea. The Nuns requeſted Monſieur de 
Medavid Grancey, Archbiſhop of Roan, to come 


and cure him by the Preparation and Application of 


a particular Neſtrum he had, the Compoſition where. 
of he kept carefully concealed. And, as it was ne- 
ceſſary this Application ſhould be made faſting, 
and that the Compoſition of the Medicines was 


required to be made for every particular Patient, 


it was three o' Clock in the Afternoon before the 
laſt to be cured could eat any thing. However, 
theſe Ladies, not thoroughly recovered of their 
Apprehenſions by this myſterious Operation, de- 
fired the young Chevalier St. Hubert to come, who 
touched us all, and ſo far preſerved us, that not 
one was ever afflicted with the Diſtemper. 

It is, however, very ſurpriſing how long the 
Leven of this Madneſs ſhall remain in certain Bodies 
without exerting its Force; and I cannot al- 


ledge a more ſingular Inſtance than that given 


me by Sieur Guerin, Surgeon of Marolles upon Seine 
near Montreau, at the Time I happened to be in 
that Country in June 1699, which was confirmed 


by many People of the Place who were Witneſſes | 


to it. 
Two young Men of that Town being bit by a 
mad Dog in April, 1697, one of them died in 


ſix Weeks under the ſtrongeſt Symptoms be- 


longing to that Diſorder, with which he was at- 
tacked on a ſudden, and during that time could not 
bear that any thing ſhould approach him without 
being in terrible Agitations, making extraordinary 
Springs and Contorſions, always complaining of 
being ſuffocated, and continually evacuating Foam 


and Cn by the Mouth; which having con- 
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tinued two Days, Death put a Period to his 
Pains. 

The Second, looking upon this Bite as a Trifle, 
as the former had done, however, being touched 


by ſome in the Neighbourhood, who ſaid they 
were deſcended from St. Hubert, he lived and 


acted according to the common Cuſtom of his 


Life, excepting, that every ſix Weeks he felt a 
Weight for two or three Days 1n the Place where 
he was bit, had wild Looks in his Eyes, and a 


ſlender Difficulty in Reſpiration ; beſides, he was 


affected at all times with one thing particular; viz. 
that he could not paſs by the Grave of the Per- 
ſon who died by the like Bite, without trem- 
bling and a pannick Fear which he could not 
conquer, and was even in ſuch a Condition that 
he durſt not enter into the Pariſh, for Fear of ſeeing 
that Sepulchre; and the Curate of the Pariſh com- 
plaining to his Father that he neglected his Chri- 
ſtian Duties, he made no other Anſwer to his Fa- 
ther, who reprimanded him for it, than that it was 
impoſſible for him to go, and, that if he knew 
the Reaſon he would pardon him for it. 

He remained in this Condition during the Space 
of eighteen Months, and then was ſeized with 
the moſt raging Madneſs imaginable, and all the 
Remedies that were exhibited, could not prevent 
his dying in five Days. | 


OBsSERV. 
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"Upon opening the Body of a Woman who died in 
Child-bed, 


Woman 22 Years of Age, ready to be de- 
lived, came to Hotel Dieu the 13th of 
April, 1693, complaining of a violent Pain in 
her Head. The fourth Day after ſhe had been 
received into the Hoſpital, ſhe was attacked about 
four o' Clock in the Afternoon with violent Epi- 
leptick Fits, which at firſt allowed an Hour's Inter- 
val, and then attacked her more ſtrongly. 
Towards eight in the Evening, the Convulſions 
returned every Quarter of an Hour, and laſted as 
long; the Patient, during that Time, being void of 
Senſe or Underſtanding, foaming at the Mouth and 
Noſe, and having her Tongue ſo thick, that it 
was neceſſary to place a ſolid Body between her 
Teeth, leſt ſhe ſhould divide it. | 
Theſe violent Agitations of the whole Body 
were, in Appearance, Preparatives to her Delivery, 
inſomuch that the Waters being formed and flood- 
ing, the Child came to the Coronet preſenting its 
Head, as large as a penny Loaf. I moved it 
about hoping to extract it by one of theſe Mo- 
tions, contrary to Nature; but ſoon foreſaw 
that he would be ſuffocated by theſe Motions of 
Contraction, obſerving that it rather re-entcr*d than 
advanc'd, when ſhe was ſeized with Convulſions. She 
lived, however, in this miſerable Condition till ten 


o' Clock the next Morning, without being delivered. 
822 The 
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The Patient being deceaſed, I opened her Body 
immediately, and found the Child dead. Then 
I examined the Womb with Reſpect to its pre- 
tended Thickneſs, and found it to be the third 
Part of an Inch thick, in that Place to which 
the Placenta is fixed, and only the twelfth Part of 
an Inch in other Places, conformably to what the 
beſt Practioners, and moſt curious Obſervers have 
related. | 
I opened this Woman's Head, which I found 
ſo infiltrated with Serofity, that the Brain ſeemed 
diſpoſed to diſſolve, and this was the Cauſe of thoſe 
epileptick Fits with which he had been afflicted, 
and, at length, had deprived her of Life. 
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OBs ERV. CII. 
Upon a very conſiderable Fracture of the Skull, 


H E fourteenth of Fanuary, 1693, a Water- 
Porter, 40 Years of Age, was brought to 

Hotel Dieu, who had been wounded upon the 
Head by the Fall of a Tile from an Houſe, which 
had fractured both parietal Bones into four large 


Pieces; and this Fracture, extending beyond the 


Coronal, Sagittal and Lambdoidal Suture, reached 
on one Side to the Middle of the Coronal Bone, 
and on the other upon the Occipital to the large 
Foramen of the Medulla Spinalis; moreover, the 
Fragments of the Bones, riſing in an Arch upon 
the Surface of the Occipital, formed that kind of 


Fracture called by the Greels 21252515, and a 
: Portion 
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14 Portion of the right Parietal, three fingers Breadth, I * 
100 was ſeparated from the whole. f 
0 | The Trepan was performed by raiſing ſeveral 0 
. Splinters of Bone, by which Means we diſcovered b 
1 a very conſiderable Extravafation of Blood between 

J the Cranium and Dura Maler. The Patient lived 5 
| | Wi in this Condition ſix Days, having his Senſes and / 
wi | Judgment perfectly ſound, without Delirium or f 
Z | bs | any other Symptom excepting a ſlight Drovſineſs. 

'f {| J opened his Head, and found no other Diſor- bs 
A 4 der under the Skull, than an Expanſion of pu- 1 


rulent Matter, in the Anfractuoſities of the Brain. 
relate this Obſervation, only becauſe it is very | q 
rare, that ſo conſiderable a Fracture ſhould hap- 


* 
bl o = 
— — — 
ions — — — 
— — — 


pen to the Skull without affecting the principal 7 
Faculties. 13 
B 
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OBSE RV. CIII. [ 
Upon a very pariicular Lithotomy. . 


HE Twenty-ninth of Ofober, 1696, hav- 
ing fixed upon a Day to cut a Lad for the WW C 


Stone; when I had prepared my Dreſſings, and of 
placed my Patient in a proper Situation, made my A 
Ligatures, and poſted my Aſſiſtants, I made an be 
Inciſion in Perinæo proportioned to the Age of th 
the Patient, and the Magnitude of the extraneous tr 
Body, as near as I could judge of it by my on 
Probe. Then I introduced my Forceps into the ſa 
Bladder, and laying hold of the Stone, whilſt ad 


my Forceps did not appear too open, I thought 
| | to 
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to have extracted it eaſily by the Aperture I had 
made ; but could not foreſee that I had laid hold 
of it in ſuch a Manner as oppoſed the Extraction 
that it had two projecting Points at the external 
Extremity, which ſo croſſed the opening I had 
made, that I might ſooner have torn away the 
Bladder than extracted the Stone in that Situation. 
And, in Truth, I uſed my beſt Endeavours to 
ſucceed, but in vain, the Force neceſſary being ſo 
very conſiderable, that my Forceps bent, which 
accidentally occaſioned the Succeſs of the Opera- 
tion and the Safety of the Patient. 

In effect, this Accident happening to my In- 
ſtrument, I was obliged to introduce my Button 
into the Bladder upon my Forceps, preſſing the 
extraneous Body back again ; then I introduced 
another pair of Forceps upon the Creſt of my 
Button, and conducting it into the Bladder, I 
embraced the Stone in ſuch a Manner, the ſecond 
Time, that theſe rwo Points were lodged between 


the Branches of my Inſtrument, by which means 


| ealily extracted the extraneous Body, and the 
Patient, being dreſſed according to the common 
Method, recovered in three Weeks, without any 
Inconveniency remaining, having ſeen him at 

Work in his Father's Houſe three Years after. 
Upon the Whole, if the Singularity of that 
Circumſtance, which at firſt oppoſed the Succeſs 
of the Operation here mentioned, can be of any 
Advantage toward the Inſtruction of thoſe who 
begin to practice Lithotomy, by teaching them 
that they ſhould not always inſiſt upon the Ex- 
traction of the Stone, when they imagine it well 
engaged between the Branches cf the Forceps, I 
ſay, if that Singularity can inſtruct them how to 
act upon the like Occaſion, it will be a farther Sa- 
tisfaction 
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tisfaction to them, if my Health ſhould permit me 
to communicate many other Facts attended with 
extraordinary Circumſtances, and which raiſed 
fuch Obſtacles as I could with Difficulty ſurmount, 
during the Space of 20 Years that I performed this 
important Operation upon above ſeven Hundred 
Patients both at Hotel Dieu, in the City, and in 
the Country, beſides the Remarks I may have 
made upon above two thouſand Operations ] 
have ſeen performed by other Lithotomiſts at the 
Hoſpital and in other Places; being always as 
curious to ſee the Dexterity of others in this Ope- 
ration as to perform it my ſelf. 
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Upon 4 Fiſtulous Abſceſ at the great Canthus of 
| the Eye. 
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N the Month of May, 1696, I was ſent for by 
a Lady to examine a Tumour ſhe had upon 
the great Cantbus of the left Eye, attended with a 
conſiderable Inflammation. 
After I had remarked in this Tumour all the 
Symptoms of an Abſceſs tending to impoſtu- 
mate, I applied a maturating Medicine, which 
brought it to Suppuration in three Days, and it 
burſt of its own accord, the Patient not per- 
mitting me to open it with a Lancet, Then, I 
probed the Ulcer, and finding the Os Unguis diſ- 
covered, I propoſed the Operation for the Fiſtula 
Lachrymalis, which ſhe objected againſt, having 


been 
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been told, that it could not be performed without 
the Application of Fire. | 

Nevertheleſs, as ſhe placed a thorough Confi- 
dence in me, having aſſured her of a Cure without 
mak ing Uſe of Fire, ſhe reſolved to ſubmit to all 
[ ſhould think neceſſary towards a Cure. The Day 
being fixed for the Operation, I began by dilating 
the Orifice of the fiſtulous Ulcer, and then pierced 
the Os Unguis with an Inſtrument whoſe Extremity 
was in a triangular Form; and afterwards dreſ- 
ſed the Fiſtula, by introducing a ſmall hard Doſſil 
in Form of a Tent, and tied with a bit of Thread, 
into the Hole I had made in the Bone; and then 
filled the Ulcer with Doſſils armed with an Ano- 
dyne Medicine, and a Plaiſter over it, Compreſ- 
ſes placed upon the Eye dipped in a proper De- 
fenſitive, with an Handkerchief over all to ſerve 
for a Bandage. | : 

During the Courſe of treating this Fiſtula, 
I ſometimes uſed the Troch. de Minio, to conſume 
the Calloſities and bad Fleſh that was generated 
at the Bottom, and prepared Spunge to keep the 
external Orifice open, which would otherwiſe have 
been cloſed before the Exfoliation of the Bones, 
that did not happen till a Month after the Ope- 
ration; and when the Exfoliation was compleated, 
I continued to dreſs the Patient above two Months 
after, till the Ulcer being perfetly mundified and 
cicatriſed, the Fiſtula healed without the leaſt 
weeping of Tears, or any other Inconveniency. 

This Method of piercing the Os Unguis, is leſs 
cruel than that of the actual Cautery, the ſole 
Idea whereof ſtrikes a Terror into the Patient, 
who is to undergo the Operation ; but Care ſhould 


be taken, during the Treatment, to prevent the 
| Hole 
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Hole from cloſing, till after the Exfoliation of 
the Circumference, becauſe this would render the 
Attempt fruitleſs, the Tears not finding a Paſ- 
ſage thro* the Noſe, which is the only Benefit to 
be reaped from this Operation. 
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OBsERv, CV. 
Upon a Fiſtula in Ano. 


1 Was called, the 17th of Fan. 1696, in Con- 


ſultation with Mr. Turſan, Maſter Surgeon, and 
another Surgeon of the Army, upon a Fiſtula in 
Ano, complicated with a Lues Yenerea, which de- 
clared itſelf by Puſtules about the Fundament and 
an Eruption over the whole Body. 
Me agreed that it was neceſſary to prepare him 
for the Operation, which was in haſte, by Bleed- 
ing and Purging, and a proper Regimen, and 


that, during the Management of the *Fiſtula, he 


ſhould take proper Medicines to conquer the ve- 
nereal Infection; which would otherwiſe prove an 
infallible Obſtacle to the Cure. 

When neceſſary Preparations had been made, I 
cut the Fiſtula in Preſence of theſe two Gentlemen, 
and from the very firſt Day the Wound furniſhed 


fo laudable a Matter, that it ſeemed to appear in 


a ſpeedy Way of Healing. 

This, however, did not prevent us from proſecut- 
ing the Reſolution we had taken, of conquering 
the venereal Infection; and therefore preſcribed 
15 Grains of Merc. Dulc. mixed with Con/. Ro/. 


to 
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to be taken every Morning, drinking an Infuſion 
of Senna upon it, in order to precipitate. the Mer- 
cury, and that he ſhould uſe the Decoct. Lign. 
for common Drink. 

Theſe Remedies produced a good Effect, and 
the Puſtules diſappeared, the Eruption languiſhed, 
and the Wound was in an happy Way of healing 
a Month or five Weeks after the Operation ; at 
which Time, being ſent for to perform the Ope- 
ration for the Stone at Chartres, he was ſeized 
with a violent Pain on the left Side, accom- 
panied with a Difficulty in Reſpiration, which ob- 
liged thoſe, to whoſe Care I had recommended 
him in my Abſence, to bleed him three or four 
Times in a ſhort Space, 

But theſe Symptoms happened only by the Er- 
rors committed in his Regimen, according to 
my own Knowledge, the Patient being ingenuous 
enough to deceive himſelf, by the Faints he made 
to make be believe, that he had been ſtrictly con- 
ſormable to the Regimen we had preſcribed ; al- 
tho? he took all imaginable Liberties at the ſame 
Time. The Bleedings rendered his Reſpiration 
more eaſy and free, but a fixed Pain remained 
under his Breaſt, that, in the End, produced an 
external Tumour, which I took to be a certain 
Sion of an Abſceſs formed between the fifth 
and fixth of the true Ribs. 


After the Uſe of emollient Cataplaſms and 


gummy Plaiſters, the Tumour being ready to open, 
the Patient was ſeized with a Spitting of purulent 
Matter, in ſo great an Abundance, that the Tu- 
mour diſappeared ; and this Spitting continuing for 
4 conſiderable Time, the Patient fell into ſuch 


an Atrophy, that he was a mere Skeleton, 
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The Ulcer was in good Condition notwithſtand. 
ing, and the remaining Part of the Cicatrice to 
be formed, was only retarded by a Defect of the 
natura] Balſam, the Source whereof was exhauſted. 
Perceiving him in this Condition, I adviſed him 
to go into the Country, and drink Aſſes Milk. 
He took my Advice, and went into the Country 
accordingly, The Change of Air proved ſo be- ] 
neficial to him, that he rather ſtudied to pleaſe his M | 
Appetite than to conform to the Regimen I had s 
preſcribed, His Ulcer cicatriſed foon after, he M + 

1 
f 


SS as boos 46. a 


grew fat, and his Health was nearly eſtabliſhed 
when I ſaw him the gth of October in the ſame Year, | 
and found him diſpoſed to return inceſſantly to 
Pau, which was the Place of his Reſidence ; from 'h 
whence I adviſed him to go and drink the Bar. p 
rege Waters in the Spring, which he afterwards MW 
did, as he ſince informed me at Paris, and now | q 
enjoys a good State of Health. | = + 
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OBSE RV. CVI. ec 
Upon an ill Conformation of the Finger Index. 


A Girl twelve or thirteen Years of Age came 
to Hotel Dieu, in the Month of March, 

1699, to have the Forefinger of her right Hand 
amputated, the ill Conformation whereof, rendered 
the whole Hand impotent and inactive. This De- 
fault conſiſted in an Exoſtuſis, that extended from 
the firſt Phalanx of that Finger to the laſt, in ſuch 


Manner, that the Bone of the firſt Phalanx . 
three 
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three Fingers Breadth, the ſecond two, and the third 
an Inch broad. This enormous Bigneſs had its 
Baſis at the Joint of the Metacarpus, and ter- 
minated at the End of the Finger, where there 
was no Nail, but only a ſmall brown Spot, a little 
depreſſed, in the Place where it ſhould have been. 

This Deformity made the Finger reſemble a 
Flounder, the Skin on the outſide being of a 
browniſh red Colour, ſcattered over with black 
Spots, and of the natural Colour of the Hand on 
the Inſide, the whole Finger being flat from one 
Extremity to the other. | 

The incommodious Weight of her Hand, which 
ſhe was obliged to carry in a Sling, made her re- 
ſolve upon having that burthenſome Extremity am- 
putated; but when ſhe was prepared for the Ope- 
ration by common Medicines, as Neceſſity re- 
quired, ſhe faid, that ſhe would firſt confult her 
Father, who being ſent for at a great Diſtance, 
choſe rather to take his Daughter with him, 
than to ſuffer that uſeleſs Extremity to be cut off, 
and this from a tender Affection, which he could 
not juſtify with any good Reaſon, ſince the Suc- 
cels of the Operation being almoſt indubitable, 
his Daughter might have helped her ſelf with this 
Hand in Time, whereas it was abſolutely uſeleſs 
whilſt the Deformity ſubſiſted. 


OkszRv. 
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OBS ERV. CVII. 


Upon a compound Fracture of the Noſe. 


HE Twelfth of March, 1692, a young 
Man came to Hotel Dieu, to be dreſſed of 
a Wound upon his Noſe, accompanied with a 


Fracture, and Depreſſion of the two Bones that | 


form the Arch, inſomuch that the lateral Parts of 
the Noſe, where the Bones are articulated with 
thoſe of the ſuperior Jaw, were more elevated 
than the anterior; and theſe Bones were ſo very 
looſe on both Sides, that I could have eaſily cx- 
tracted them with my Forceps. 

However, I had no Thought of proceeding in 


this Manner, having a Regard to the D-fo. mity 


that muſt enſue, and, inſtead thereof, raiſed the 
depreſſed Bones by Means of a Dilatatory 11.tro- 
duced into each Noſftril ; then preſſing upo:: the 
Bones on the outſide with my Fingers, I redu.:d 
them to their natural Order, 

I ſupported this Structure on the inſide the No- 
ftrils, by thruſting two Canula's up them, covered 
with fine Linnen, and armed with Linim. Arcai, 
dreſſing the external Wounds with Pledgets covered 
with the ſame Liniment, that were ſupported 
by a very adheſive Plaſter, to ſupply the Defc& 
of a Bandage, which is of little Service upon this 
Part. The Bones wcre faſtened in a Fort! night, 
and the Patient perfectly cured in the Space c: a 
Month, without the lea {t Deformity remaluing. 

| REMARK. 
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KEMAKR £; 


This Fact may inſtruct young Surgeons, not 
to look upon alj pieces of looſe Bones as extrane- 
ous and uſeleſs Bo es, eſpecially upon the Face, 
where the Surgeui,”, principal View is to prevent 
Deformity as much as poſſible. 
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Upon a very ſingular Lithetomy. 


N the Becinning of May, 1695, I was called 
in Conſultation by my Collegue Mr. Da Che, 
Maſter Surgeon, and upon "hearing the Pa- 
tient's Complaint, we had no Difficulty in con- 
cluding that he had a Stone in the Bladder, all 
the Symptoms of it being very diſtinguiſhable, 
Nevertheleſs, to be fully convinced by the only 
Mark that leaves no Doubt, I probed him, and 
finding the Reſiſtance of an hard Body at the 
End of my Algaly, I defired my Collegue to 
feel it, and fixed upon a Day to perform the 
Operation, when the Patient had been firſt pre- 
pared by Bleeding, Purging, 
gimen. | 
The 16th of the ſame Month, which was the 
Day fixed upon, we went to Fontenay, above the 
Wood of Vincennes, the Place of the Patient's Re- 
ſidence, Meſſieurs Devarx, and Vaillant, Doctors in 
Phyſick, and my Collegue Mr. du Ch ne. We 
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found him diſpoſed to undergo the Operation with 
Conſtancy and Reſolution, having more than 
Strength ſufficient, and even a ſtrong Conſtitution 
of Body, which needs no other Proof, than his 
being capable to reſiſt all thoſe Accidents he 
laboured under, which I ſhall mention in the 
Sequel. 

The Dreſſing being prepared, and my Patient 
and Aſſiſtants regularly diſpoſed, I made the In- 
ciſion in Perinæo, according to Cuſtom ; and 
then, by Means of the Gorgeret, introduced my 
Forceps into the Bladder, endeavouring to find 


the Stone, and lay hold of it, but without Suc- 


ceſs. Finding, therefore, that all the Attempts I 
had made for a Quarter of an Hour, did not 
afford me the Opportunity of laying hold of any 
extrageous Body, I judged it improper to fatigue 
the Patient any longer to no Purpoſe, ſo that un- 
tying him he was put into Bed and the Wound 
dreſſed. 

The Reflexions firſt made upon the Succeſs of 
this Operation by thoſe preſent were various. The 
Phyſicians ſkilled in Surgery were not over ſur— 


priſed, that the Stone ſhould not be immediately | 


found ; becauſe, having ſeen a great Number of 
Operations, they knew, by Experience, that the 
Stone whether ſingle or many, are often engaged 
at the Boitom of the Bladder, and ſo well faſtened, 
that the Fibres of that Organ muſt be relaxed 


and abſolutely undiſtended during the Suppuration, | 


to make room for them to fall towards the Neck of 

it, and then they either fall out of themſelves, or are 

ſoon felt, ſo that we ſucceed more eaſily in the 
Extraction of them at that Time, 

As to Mr. du Chene and my ſelf, who had felt 

a- ſolid Subſtance at the End of the Algaly, _ 

the 
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the Patient was probed, we did not in the leaſt 


doubt, but ſome extraneous Body would at length 
appear. But the Surgeons of the neighbouring Vil- 
lages, whoſe Curioſity had brought them thither, 
tho* very ignorant of what Regards the Diſtemper 
and Operation, having ſeen no Stone extracted, re- 
ported, throughout the Country, that we had per- 
formed an uſeleſs Operation upon the poor Patient. 
I was little affected at their Murmurings, being 
fully perſuaded, that the Event would ſoon make 
the Raſhneſs of their Cenſure appear. In effect, 
after the ſecond Dreſſing, two ſmall Stones ap- 
peared upon the Pledgets, of the Size and Figure 


of Peaſe: Larger afterwards appeared, and ſome 


Days after, having introduced my Button into the 
Bladder to make what Diſcovery I could, I felt 
more of theſe ſmall Stones, and extracted ten or 


twelve; ſo that, in the Space of ſix Weeks that 


the Bladder remained open, 35 or 40 of theſe 
{mall extraneous Bodies were diſcharged, which 
would eaſily crumble in Pieces: Theſe were only 
ſmall Detachments from a larger Quantity lodged 
at the Bottom of the Bladder, and did not abſo- 
lutely appear till the Year following. 
Nevertheleſs, the Diſcharge of theſe firſt Stones 
did not relieve the Patient, nor prevent his endur- 
ing continual Pains in all the urinary Canals, 
and that Excrement was ſo ſharp, that what he 
evacuated, either by the Penis or the Wonnd, 
cauſed inſupportable Smartings, notwithſtanding 
all the ſoftning Medicines uſed by the Advice of 
his Phyſicians conſulted at different Times. | 
The Wound being healed after two Months 
Drefling, and the Pains ſtill r-maining, theſe tedi- 
ous Sufferings, which were always attended with 


a conſiderable Fever, reduced this poor Gentleman 
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into fo languid a Condition, and the Humours of 
the Body in general ſuffered ſo great an Alteration, 
that the Autumn following he had a Depoſition 
of Humour upon his right Leg, that occaſioned 
a very large Abſceſs, which was opened by Mr, 
au Chene, and ſo well managed, that he was per- 
fectly cured. 

But as the firſt Cauſe of his Diſtemper ſtill re. 
mained, the Pains in making Water, and the ſlow 
Fever continued likewiſe to diſtreſs him; but he 
had however one Advantage in his Misfortune, not- 
to want any Aſſiſtance neceſſary, both as to Nou- 
riſhment, Mæedicines and Dreſſing; having a good 
Surgeon near him, who ſtrictly obſerved the Pre- 
ſcriptions of the Phyſicians who viſited him ſome 
Time, and that of Mr. du Chne, who was obliged 
to dreſs him again at the Beginning of the Year 
following of another Abſceſs that came upon his 
right Arm, of which he likewiſe recovered, not- 
withſtanding the Continuance of the Fever, and the 
emaciated Condition to which he was reduced. 

The prodigious heap of Stones ſtill contained in 
the Bladder, and which in all Appearance rather 
increaſed than diminiſhed, ſtill maintaining the 
Difficulty in making Water, ſo tormented the 
Patient for 16 Months, that not doubting but he 
had Stones ſtill in the Bladder, Mr. du Chene, and 
my ſelf, relolved to perform the Operation a 
ſecond Time; for which Purpoſe we ſet out the 
31ſt of October, 1696, accompanied with the Phy- 
ſician and Meſſicurs Je Prevoſt, and le Fevre, two 
others of the Fraternity. 

Therefore making a ſecond Inciſion in Perinæo, 
upon the Cicatrice made the Year before, I paſ- 
ſed my Forceps into the Bladder by means of the 
Gorgeret ; and had not long probed with my In- 

er 
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ſtrument, but I felt a large heap of theſe extra- 


neous Bodies, eaſy to be cruſhed in Pieces, be- 
tween the Branches of my Forceps; and perceiv- 


ing, that thoſe ſmall Stones had little Solidity, 


J managed them in ſuch a Manner, that I ab- 
ſolutely extracted all I had laid hold on, which 
amounted to above four-ſcore Stones connected to- 
gether by a mucous Matter, the leaſt whereof 
were as big as Peaſe, and the largeſt as big as 
ſmall Nuts, which were much harder, and com- 
poſed of ſeveral Strata placed one upon the other, 
being like a Kernel in the Center. 

The following Days ſeveral were diſcharged at 
each Dreſſing, and when I introduced the Button 


into the Bladder, I generally found ten or a dozen 


together, ready to be laid hold on, which I ex- 
tracted either by Portions or whole, after intro- 
ducing my Forceps into the Bladder, by Means 
of the Button; beſides abundance of Gravel and 
Mucus that diſcharged by the Canula, which I 
thought proper to leave in the Wound for fix 
Weeks; by Reaſon that I perceived ſome ſmall 
Stones, Gravel, Sanies, or Mucous Matter daily 
diſcharged ; during which time I am certain there 
were 300 Stones, greater or leſs, voided from the 
Bladder of this Patient. 

The Wound was not entirely cicatriſed till 


after three Months; and then the Bladder being 


entirely freed from the large Heap of extraneous 
Matter, he began to make Water freely, the 
Pains abated, and the ſmall Remains of his Fever, 
which was become almoſt habitual by the length 


of his Sufferings, was cured by the Uſe of the 
Bark; but he was not reſtored to perfect Health 


till the Spring following, and from that time he has 
not 
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not been troubled with the leaſt conſiderable In- 
conveniency. 


AE Ie eee eee 


Os K RV. CLIX. 


Upon a Lithotomy, performed by one called Frere 


Jaques Beaulieu, Operator for the Stone. 


HE 18th of July, 1696, I was ſent for to 
the Abbey St. Germain des Prez, with ſeveral 


other Phyſicians and Surgeons, to examine the 


Wound of a Benedictine Monk, who had been cut 
for the Stone by a Lithotomical Operator named 
Frere Faques Beaulieu. We found the Patient ex- 
tremely extenuated with a ſlow Fever, which had 


not left him ſince the Operation. The Wound, 


happening to putrefy as I was informed, was, 
notwithſtanding, florid enough and without Calloſity 
or Tumour around it, but as open as it was the 
firſt Day, altho* he had been cut above fifty 
Days before, and we perceived Urine, mucous 
Matter, Pus and a gravelly Sediment proceeding 
from the Wound. 

We informed thoſe who aſked our Opinion 
upon his Diſtemper, that it appeared to us the 
Bladder was ulcerated, and that, according to the 
Condition in which we found him, we had Rea- 
ſons to apprehend he could not recover. More- 
over, we adviſed emo!lient Injections to be uſed 


to the Bladder, moderate ly deterſive, and preſcribed - 


him Aſſes Milk to remedy his flow Fever, and 
recover him, if poſſible, from the Atrophy, into 
which 
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which he was fallen, Our Prognoſtick was not ve- 
rified, however, till above two Months after, the 
Patient dying the 21ſt of Sept. following, four 
Months after the Operation, and yet the Inciſion 
was unhealed. 

It is to be obſerved, that this Frere Jaques 
Beaulieu paſſed for a famous Operator in the 
Stone, in the Opinion of. many, notwithſtanding 
the Diſcovery of his bad Practice, and that for 
four or five Reaſons. Firſt, He operated in a 
different Manner from other Lithotomiſts. Se- 
condly, He was very bold both in operating and 
boaſting of his Performances. Thirdly, Becauſe 
he ſeemed to be diſintereſted. Fourthly, Becauſe 
he aſſur'd the World, that all his Knowledge in 
Surgery came by Divine Inſpiration ; ſo that his 
Knowledge having coſt him nothing, he was wil- 
ling to inſtruct others in his Art without any 
Gratuity. | 

Knowing the Foundations upon which the Ca- 
pacity of this Monk was built, nothing is more 
ealy than to examine whether his pretended Merit 
was founded upon ſolid Principles. 

Firſt, What ought we to infer, with Regard to 
his Capacity, from operating in a different Man- 
ner from others? Will it be, that he is more able 
than others? Not at all, unleſs that Manner of 
operating muſt be eſteemed beſt in Surgery, by 
which the greateſt Number of Patients periſh ; 
for this is what happened in the Hoſpitals where 
his Method was tried. Therefore, the firſt Rea- 
ſon given for the pretended Capacity of this Ope- 
rator is none at all. 

Ought he to be eſteemed a good Operator, and 
better than others, becauſe of his Boldneſs and 


Boaſting of his Exploits? We cannot conclude 
| the 
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the Affirmative of this Propoſition ; for altho' 
Boldneſs is a good Quality in an Operator, yet 
this ought to be looked upon as an inferior Ta- 
lent, which ſuppoſes another more eſſential ; that 


is, of knowing how to operate by a better Method: 


And then Boldneſs is very advantagious in the Per- 
formance, But it is very pernicious to operate 
boldly by a bad Method; for, if the firſt is ſafe, 
the latter is deſtructive, ſuch as is that of Frere 
Faques, ſince more Patients dye by his, than by 
the common Method, as the Hoſpitals can Wit- 
neſs | 


With Regard to his Talent of boaſting of the | 
Cures he has performed ; this Talent always paſ- 


fed for a Mark of Ignorance in all thoſe who poſ- 
ſeſſed it. But let us ſuppoſe it was commendable, 
to boaſt of one's good Actions, they ought, at leaſt, 
to be truly ſuch as they are divulged to be, which 
was not found in Frere Faques; ſince he began, as 
ſoon as he came to Paris, to publiſh falſe Ac- 
counts of his Method, boaſting to cut without 
Pain, to cure thofe he had operated upon in leſs 
Time than others, without Fear of a Fiſtula, or 
any other Accident. All this was found falſe in 
his Manner of operating, fince it is much more often 
attended with a Fiſtula, and an Hemorrhage, than 
the common Method ; that his Operation is very 
painful, and thoſe he has cut, who eſcape, are ge- 
nerally longer curing than by the Method prac- 
tiſed in the Hoſpitals. Therefore Frere Fagques 
Boaſtings are mere Deluſions; which, inſtead of 
making him paſs for an excellent Operator, ought 
to afford him a contrary Character, if Juſtice is 
done him by comparing his Method with tne 


other. 


Can 


" 2 — — =" We 1 * 


3 


in SURGERY. 237 


Can Frere Faques be eſteemed a more able 
Oerator than others, becauſe he makes a ſhew of 
Diſintereſtedneſs? We make no doubt of the Eſteem 
he deſerves in this Point ; but he is not more valu- 
able herein than other Lithotomiſts, who are as 
much diſintereſted as himſelf to ſerve the Poor, 
ſince all thoſe who operate in the Hoſpitals do it 
without any Gratuity; and there are even very few 


who refuſe their Aſſiſtance to all thoſe who can 


find their own Neceſſaries, let them be where 
they will. I muſt own, that if Frere Faques pre- 
tends to extend his Charity to the Rich, he puſhes 
it farther than others, and even beyond what he 
ought to do; and ſhould be afraid, that, by an 
Exceſs of this Virtue, he ſhould be ranked among 
thoſe who are blamed in the Goſpel for having a 
Zeal not according to the Spirit of God. 

That Frere Faques ſhould be looked upon as 
ſomething Wonderful, becauſe he wears a Monk's 
Habit, and appears devout, there is ſomewhat to 
be ſaid for and againſt it. A Monk's Habit has 
nothing wonderful in itſelf, ſo many wear it, that 
we ought to be accuſtomed to the Sight of it; 
therefore, I think, Frere Jaques ought not to ap- 
pear ſo wonderſul, becauſe he wears the Habit of 
a Monk. But the Wonder, with Reſpect to Frere 
Faques and his Habit, might conſiſt, in that Frere 
Jaques, cloathed in this Manner, is really and actu- 
ally a Monk, or a Monk in Burleſque, If he 1s 
actually ſuch, it is a Sort of Wonder that his Su- 
periors ſhould give him ſo extravagant a Miſſion 
as that, to paſs all over Europe, from Town to 
Town, to perform Operations upon both Sexes, 
whence the genital Parts of both muſt be continu- 
ally expoſed to his View, the frequent Aſpects 
whereof might expoſe his Vows of COA as 
| | | evere 
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ſevere a Proof as he could withſtand. If he is 
not a Monk, and only wears the Habit, it is ſtill 
a Wonder that the Eccleſiaſticks in Power tolerate 
ſuch a Diſguiſe, which muſt confequently ſcandaliſe 
a vaſt Number of People; but what is moſt won. 
derful in the whole Affair is, that Frere Faques 
ſhould be eſteemed a more excellent Lithotomiſt 
than others, becauſe he operates in a Monk's 
Habit, as if that Habit was capable of giving 
the Perſon who wears it more certain Knowledge 
in Phyſick and Surgery, than the moſt famous 
Univerſities, reading the beſt Authors, the Inſtruc- 
tion of the beſt Maſters, and a long Practice. 
I make no doubt Frere Faques Devotion might 
draw Multitudes to place a Confidence in him; 
they lead all Sorts of people where they pleaſe by 
this Means. But I doubt whether real Devotion can 
be found in it, with ſo viſible a Prevarication, to 
which the Practice of Surgery expoſes Frere Jaques 
with Regard to his Monkhood, whether it amounts 
to his being really one, or, by his Diſguiſe, he is 
not. | 

That Frere Faques deſerves the Character of an 
excellent Lithotomiſt, and is far ſuperior to others, 
it remains only to examine, whether he has obtained 


his Knowledge in Surgery from a ſupernatural 


. Cauſe, ſuch as Divine Inſpiration, as he has pub- 
liſhed to the World. | | 

There being no better Way to judge of a Cauſe 
but by the Effect it produces; therefore, if Frere 
Faques is conducted and inſpired by God himſelf, 
even in every thing he undertakes, he ought ne- 
ver to fail of Succeſs; and in this Caſe it is, be- 
yond Diſpute, that he is not the beſt Lithoto- 
miſt in the World, and that there is none com- 


parable to him, not one of them making the 
| | leaſt 
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leaſt Difficulty to acknowledge, that what they 
know is owing to the Inſtructions they have re- 
ceived from their Maſters, or their own Induftry, 


But, ſince we are perſuaded from ſo many repeated 


Experiments, as well at Hotel Dieu, as at la Cha- 


rite, that Frere Faques operates with much leſs 


Succeſs than other Lithotomiſts, we have no Rea- 
ſon to think him divinely inſpired, unleſs you 
would adopt the Manichean Hereſy, and ſay, that 
he was inſpired by a bad Angel. 

Upon a ſtrict Examination of the Reaſons upon 
which Mankind have founded their good Opinion 
of Frere Faques, whom they looked upon as the 
greateſt Lithotomiſt that ever appeared, I leave 
thoſe to judge, who will give themſelves the Trou- 
ble, whether this Prepoſſeſſion is well grounded, 
and whether theſe Reaſons are not rather Marks of 
his Ignorance and Diſability than of his Excel- 
lency. | | 
K ſhort, with Reſpect to Frere Faques Offer 
whereſoever he goes, and even in the Gazettes of 
every Country, that he will inſtru&t young Sur- 
geons, Gratis, in his Method of operating for the 
Stone, it is the Duty of the Magiſtrates to pre- 
vent the Execution of ſuch an Offer, becauſe 
Frere Jaques Method being pernicious, it is for 
the publick Intereſt that it ſhould be rather abo- 
liſhed than perpetuated alth&*-it is reported, that 
he has altered his firſt Method, followed the Ad- 
vice of the Hoſpital Surgeons, and uſes the ſame 
Inſtruments as other Lithotomiſts : For every under- 
ſtanding Perſon would know that he 1s become an 
able Operator. Firſt, if he retains nothing in his 
Method different trom the common, which 1s cer- 
tainly preferable. Secondly, could he moderate 


his Boldneſs in performing the Operation, becauſe 
| Fs 
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it inſpires him with a Raſhneſs to puſh his Inſtr. 
ments with Indiſcretion into thoſe Parts with which 
he is unacquainted, where they occaſion irrepara- 
ble Diſorders. Thirdly, he muſt deſiſt from that 
Prepoſſeſſion of being the beſt Lithotomiſt in the 
Kingdom, which is utterly falſe, as well from his 
operating in a bad Method, as from his Ignorance 
of thoſe Parts he ought to cut or avoid, and has 


no Principles of Surgery capable to Remedy thoſe 


Accidents that may happen to his Patient ; be- 
ſides reckoning that his Preſumption is an abſo- 
lute Obſtacle to his Improvement in that Part of 
Surgery he profeſſes. Fourthly, it would be proper 
that he ſhould operate in the Hoſpitals, according to 


the common Method, five or ſix Years, under the 


moſt able Operators, and that theſe Operators 
ſhould conduct him in his Operations, point out 
his Faults, and acquaint him with the Conſequen- 
ces. It is, by this Method, that the moſt fa- 
mous Lithotomiſts in France are become compleat 
Operators, whilſt Frere Faques, idolizing his bad 
Method, intrepid in his Ignorance, obſtinate in 
his Performances, and preſumptuous to Exceſs, 
will never be any thing more than an Empirick 


or Quack. 
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Upon the Difficulty attending the Introduction of the 
| Algaly into the Bladder, when i is inflamed. 


Gentleman of a melancholy Diſpolition, very 
Sedentary, and fond of Books, had made 
bloody Urine often, and ſuffered exceſſive Pains 
in all the urinary Paſſages for a conſiderable time, 
from the Kidneys to the Urethra; but he was 
ſeized on a ſudden, the 15th of Feb. 1700, with ſo 
violent an Inflammation in the Neck of the Blad- 
der, that a Suppreſſion of Urine ſuper vening, he 
was obliged to be probed. 
A very able Surgeon, who was called to his 


Relief, having ſucceſsfully probed him twice, 


could not introduce the Algaly a third time when 
there was Occaſion for it, for which Reaion I was 
called in to ſee if my Attempts could ſucceed bet- 
ter. For it is to be obſerved, that tho' the In- 
troduction of the Algaly into the Bladder requires 
a certain Dexterity, like other Operations, it is 
however one of thoſe wherein Chance may con- 
tribute, the Succeſs often depending upon a Night 
Turn of the Hand, for which there are no certain 
Rules; whence it is ſaid in Bleeding as well as of 
Catheretiſms, of which we are now ſpeaking, 
that the Dexterity of Surgeons is from daily 
Practice, and thoſe who are moſt uied to them 
are convinced of this. 
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Be that as it will, I endeavoured to probe him, 
and ſo happily puſhed my Algaly thro' the Ob- 
ſtacles in the Urethra, that it paſſed into the Blad- 
der, from whence I drew two Quarts of Urine, 
to the Patient's Relief, and Satisfaction of the Af. 
ſiſtants. 


But I remarked in thruſting my Probe, that the | 
principal Obſtacle being near the Neck of the Blad. 


der, where the Inflammation made a Kind of Seam, 
it gave ſuch a Check to the End of the Inſtrument, 
thar all the Force againſt it with the End of the 


Probe, ſerved only to occaſion a Flux of Blood by 
the Urethra, ſuch as others had already occaſioned 


by endeavouring to force that Obſtacle, 


Purſuing my Idea, far from preſſing violently | 


upon this Part, every time I probed the Patient, 


when the End of my Probe came near the Part, 
drew the Inſtrument to me, then introducing the 
Index of my left Hand into the Anus, I raiſed ! 
the Extremity of it, and made it paſs under the 
Seam, lowering with my right Hand the Rings 
of the Algaly, and by means of theſe contrary | 


Motions, the End of my Inſtrument paſſed into the 


Bladder without much Difficulty, and diſcharged | 
the Urine without the Loſs of a Drop of Blood, 


when the Excoriations were healed. 


During the Courſe of this Diſtemper which | 
laſted above ten Months, and obliged me to probe 


him twice per Day, the Urine underwent different 
Alterations: In the Beginning it was muddy, and 
much inflamed, in the midſt of his Illneſs very 
clear and of a good Colour, and towards the End 
purulent, flimy, ill ſcented, and loaded with ſmall 
Particles of putrcied Membranes, which render'd 
it ſo thick, that the Canal of my Algaly being 
obſtructed by them, I was obliged to withdraw 

my 
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my Inſtrument ſeveral times out of the Bladder, to 
unſtop the Orifices on each ſide the Extremity, 
called the Eyes of the Probe. f 

The beſt Expedient I have found in the Practice 
of Catheretiſm, to prevent the Holes of the Catheter 


from being ſtopped, when there is coagulated 


Blood in the Bladder, or the Urine very thick, 
is to fill the Holes with Butter, before it is intro- 
duced into the Bladder, that the Slime or Clos of 
Blood in the Urethra may not be immediately en- 
gaged in the Eyes of the Probe, by pafling into 
the Canal; and when the Butter comes to melt, 
ſoon after its Introduction into the Bladder, by the 
Heat of the Part, the Urine flows caſily out thro? 
the Openings. 

This Expedient has ſucceeded in many Occa- 


ſions; but I remember it was once particularly 


uſeful: Being called to Mr. Duhamel of the Aca- 
demy of Sciences, whoſe Urine another Surgeon 
had endeavoured to diſcharge by the Probe without 
Succeſs z but being certain that I had introduced 
my Probe into the Bladder, and perceiving no 
Urine to appear, I withdrew it, judging that the 
Eyes of it were ſtopped, which had actually hap- 
pened by ſome coagulated Blood, with which the 
former Surgeon had filled the Urethra; I unitop- 
ped the Eyes of my Inſtrument and filled them with 
a little Butter, then re-introducing it, the Urine 
was not inſtantly diſcharged, but in a ſhort Time 
flowed out in Abundance, when the Butter was 
diſſolved by the Heart of the Parts. 
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I believe it will not be uſeleſs ro young Surgeons, 


if we obſerve in this Place, that in Suppreitons of 
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Urine of a long Continuance, when the Patient has 
been probed ſeveral Days together, a {mall Quan- 
tity of Urine begins to paſs they? the Urethra, 
without the Afliſtance of the Probe, tho a little at a 
Time, and that very painful to the Patient. Ar 
this Time, inſtead of following the general Maxim 
of Surgeons, which is not to Probe the Patient any 
more, but to ſuffer him to diſcharge his Urine a 
little at a Time, and endeavouring to cool the 
Habit of Body by a ſlender and moiſtening Diet, 
by Clyſters, Bleedings, Emulſions, oily Potions 
and other Remedies ſuitable to the Occaſion, whilſt 
the Inflammation ſtrongly ſubſiſts: Then, I ſay, 
when the moſt violent Symptoms are abated, in- 
ſtead of inſiſting upon the Continuation of theſe 
Medicines, with a View to exempt the Patient 
from being probed; I eſteem it much better, 
and am perſuaded of it from ſeveral Experi- 
ments, that it is better to continue the Ule of the 
Algaly longer, till the Muſcle of the Bladder is 
reſtored to its natural Spring, and recovered a 
little after ſo ſevere a Regimen; ; this for ſeveral 
Reaſons. 

Firſt, The Patient recovering a little Strength by 
the moderate Uſe of Wine, and nouriſhing Food, 
the Muſcles of the Bladder, and all the Organs, 
ſerving for. the Expulſion of the Urine, ſooner re- 

ume their natural Vigour. 

Secondly, You fave the Patient abundance ol 
Pain and Uneaſineſs, that he is obliged to ſuffer 
by VOIGINg his Urine at different Times. 

Thirdly, The Courſe of the Diſtemper i is ſhorten- 
ed by this Mears, and the Patient ſooner re- 
eſtabliſhed ; whit inſtead of this, by proſecuting 


2 ſtrict Regimen ſor a conſiderable Time, and cool- 
ing 


ww SURGERY. as 
ing Medicines, he remains long after in a lan- 
guiſhing Condition. 

In ſhort, it is with a View of relieving thoſe 
Patients who are Subject to Suppreſſions of Urine, 
that I give this Advice to young Surgeons who 
practice Catheretiſm; which is, to teach thoſe 
who are troubled with this Misfortune, and are ca- 
pable of probing themſelves, as ſoon as they find 
a ſlender Diſorder, rather than ſuffer tedious Irri- 
tations, which the Sharpneſs and Heat of Urine 
occaſions to the Fibres of the Bladder, that feldom 
fails of creating a convulſive Fever, and a Weak- 
neſs of that Organ, when they have frequent Re- 
turns: Whilſt, when the Urine is not ſuffered to 
lodge in the Bladder, that Excrement is eaſily foit- 
ened by the Ule of cooling Medicines, and thoſe 
Salts which have not Time to exalt themſelves 
much, are not ſo capable of injuring the Organ 
by the Sharpneſs of their Points. 

Amidſt the vaſt Number of Examples from the 
Succeſs of this Advice, which I have given to 
many of theſe Sort of Patients, I ſhall only give 
you the Hiſtory oi one, 

This Patient being ſubject to a Difficulty and 
Suppreſſion of Urine, he had made uſe of all Me- 
dlieines that could be imagined for his Relief, by 
the Advice of ſeveral Phyſicians. I was defired 
to ſce him, in one of theſe Suppreſſions, in the 
Month of December, 1698, for which Mr. Collot, 
an eminent Lithotomiſt, probed him every Day. 
After this Suppreſſion was abated by Bathing, by 
a proper Regimen and common Medicines, I ad- 
viſed him to learn to probe himſelf; iniomuch, 
that from that Time, as ſoon as he perceives the 
leaſt Difficulty in making Water, having always 
an Algaly by him, he probes himſelf with the 
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greateſt Facility. Since he has proſecuted this 
Method, he follows his Employment better 
than he did before, and feels no more of thoſe 
Suppreſſions, with which he was formerly af- 
flicted. 

We may farther propoſe to thoſe who have not 
Courage enough to probe themſelves, another Me- 
thod more ealy than the former, to aſſiſt them in 
the Difficulty of making Urine; which is, to in- 
troduce a flexible Bougie, of a proper Thickneſs, 
thro? the Urethra into the Bladder, as ſoon as the 
leaſt Dificulty of making Water happens, that 
the Urine may have a free Paſſage before the In- 
flammation is entirely formed. 

I know a certain Perſon very ſubject to this Sup- 
preſſion of Urine, occaſioned by a Flatus in the 
Urethra after ſeveral Gonorrhzas, who has made 
uſe of this Method fix or ſeven Years paſt, when 
he finds the leaſt Difficulty in making Water; and 
from that Time, tho' he obſerves no Regimen, 


frequently makes Debauches of all Kinds, and 


Rides; he has been very little troubled with thoſe 
Suppreſſions, wiich perpetually tormented him be- 
tore he put this in Practice, 
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Upon a particular Dropſy, communicated by Mr. 
Poncy, Junior, ſworn Surgeon at Paris, where 
1 was once preſent at the Operation. 


BOUT 15 Months ago, a certain Girl 
was attacked with a Dropſy of an extraor- 
dinary Nature, as you will ſee in the Sequel, 
without any ſenſible Increaſe ; when, at the End 
of two Months, the Tumour of her Belly aug- 
mented fo prodigiouſly, that Mr. Yernage, Doctor 


in Phyſick, and Mr. Beſſiere, the Surgeon, being 


conſulted at the ſame Time with my ſelf, for the 
Relief of the Patient, we unanimouſly agreed, 
that the Paracentbeſis was the moſt ſpeedy and 
efficacious, in the Danger ſhe was in of being 
ſuffocated; her Strength, at the ſame Time, being 


ſufficient to undergo the Operation. 


Things being thus reſolved upon, I made a 
Puncture on the left Side the ſecond of July, 
1699, and drew out 13 Quarts of a white thick- 
iſn Liquor reſembling Milk, not offenſive to the 


| Noſe, but ſmelling like Milk between ſweet 


and four, and a little inſipid, and ſaltiſn to the 
Taſte. ot | 

The ſix firſt Quarts were very white and in every 
Reſpect the ſame, paſſing eaſily thro' the Cauula, 
the Liquor appearing very frothy in the Veſſel 
which received ic. The feven other Quarts were 
evacuated with more Difficulty, and to facilitate 
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the Diſcharge of it I was obliged to thruſt my Probe 
into the Abdomes, beyond the End of the Canula, 
to remove a Sort of Cream, that floated upon the 
Liquor, and ſtopped the Canal of the Inſtrument 
in Part, not ſuffering the Liquor to paſs freely. 
Every Time I withdrew the Probe from the Abdo- 
men, I found it loaded with a thick white Matter, 
reſembling the Cream upon Milk. The two laſt 
Quarts were mixed with Particles of this Cream, 


which was diſcharged with the Liquor, and eaſily 


diſtinguiſhed as it came out. 
The Cream upon the Liquor, which was kept in 
a Veſſel containing 13 Quarts, was a Finger's 
Breadth thick in the Evening, and a little of it 
being Kept in a Phial five Days remained unal- 
tered : After that, a very thick, greaſy Subſtance 
appeared upon it like Butter, but ſomething whiter, 
This Remark having been made upon all the 
Liquor evacuated at different Times, gave us Room 
to believe, it was nothing elſe but Chyle diſſolved 
in a large 3 of 1. ympha, that was extra- 
vaſated in the Cavity of the Abdomen, by the Rup- 
ture of ſome Lacteal Veſſels of the Meſentery. 
Tre/dzy the 1th of July following, the Tumour 
of the B: liy coming to the ſame Magnitude, I 
made a ſecond Puncture on the right Side, by 
which I diſcharged 13 Quarts more of this white 


Liquor, but leſs loaded with Cream than the for- 


Mer. 
Monday the 25th of the ſame Month, I made a 
third Puncture on the left Side, and drew away 1 
Quarrs of the ſame IL.iquor, but leſs loaded ith 
Cream than the two firſt Times. 

Saturday the eighth of Auguſt following, by a 
freſh Puncture, I diſcharged 13 Quarts of a Li- 
quor like that evacuated the third Tine. 


701. 
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Thurſday the 20th of the ſame Month, a fifth 
Puncture afforded 14 Quarts of the ſame ; and on 
Saturday the 29th, the ſixth Puncture twelve 

uarts of the fame Conſiſtence were evacuated, 
but had a little of the Colour and Smell of Saf- 
fron, which the Patient had taken a few Days be- 
fore; theſe three Punctures were alternately made 
on the right and left Side, and likewiſe the fol- 
lowing. 

Monday the 7th of September, the Patient was fo 
oppreſſed, that I was obliged to perform the Ope- 
ration at ten o'Clock at Night, taking away thir- 
teen Quarts of the ſame Liquor, upon which it is 
neceſſary to obſerve, that the large Evacuations by 
theſe ſeven Punctures, had not in the leaſt weakened 
the Patient, ſince the Day following, the 8th of 
September, ſhe went to Prayers on Foot to the Ca- 
puchines, 

Wedneſday, September the 16th, I drew away 12 
Quarts of Liquor by an eighth Puneture, and 13 
the 28th of the ſame Month. 

The 7th of Oclober following, I diſcharged 14 
Quarts. The 15th of the ſame Month 15 Quarts, 
the 23d 16, and 15 more the 31ſt. The Liquor 
evacuated by theſe four Punctures, did not ſeem 
different from the reſt, only that of the 7th of Oc- 
tober had a little Scent of Cellery, and that of the 
23d was leſs ſalt than the preceding. 

During the Courſe of Novems er following, I 
made three Punctures more, vig. one on the gth, 
by which I evacuated 15 Quarts of Liquor, 16 the 
17th, and 16 the 27th. 

The 7th of December following, I drew off 17 
Quarts of the fame Liquor, leſs Galt than that in 
the preceding Month. But, it muſt be here ob- 


ſerved, that the Patient had a good Appetite till 
the 
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the Fever and Diarrhbæa continued. 
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the 16th Puncture, had regular Dejections, and 
diſcharged Plenty of Urine, and tho? ſhe had a 


flow Fever continually, yet ſhe ſeemed to be ac- | 
cuſtomed to it. — 
Monday the 2 1ſt of December, I evacuated 14 


Quarts more of the fame Liquor by a 17th Punc- 
ture. Some Days after, the Patient being purged 
with Falap and Gutta Gamba, had very plentiful 
Dejections of a Matter reſembling boiled Cream, 
and tho? the Operation was eaſy, the Fever increa- 
ſed, and her Appetite began to diminiſh, attended 
with a Diarrhea, which prevented the Tumefac- 
tion of the Belly ſo ſoon as uſual. 

The gth of January, 1700, I diſcharged 17 
Quarts more by a freſh Puncture, leſs white and 
thick, but ſweeter than what was evacuated the two 
laſt Times. The 21ft following, I drew away 13 
Quarts, which was ſtill ſweeter and more limpid 


than the former. 


After this 19th Paracentheſis, the Patient, who 
was already very much extenuated ſince the Ag- 
gra vation of the Fever, was more ſo by the Con- 
tinuance of the Diarrhea and the ſame Symptom. 

The 15th of February following, the Tume- 
faction of the Belly, and Difficulty in Breathing 
were ſo exceſſive, that ſeveral Surgeons who were 
preſent, thinking her ready to expire, thought 


ſhe had not Strength ſufficient to undergo another 


Puncture, and would abſolutely have oppoſed It, 
had not I aſſured them that I had performed it 
before, when ſhe was in the fame Condition, and 


that ſhe was inſtantly relieved. - Upon which, not 


heſitating to reiterate ſo neceſſary a Relief, T had 
no ſooner drawn 12 Quarts of Liquor from her, 
by a freſh Puncture, but ſhe breathed freely, tho 
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The 26th of the ſame Month, I made the 22d 
and laſt Puncture, diſcharging eight Quarts of a 
white greeniſh Liquor, moderately thick and ill 
ſcented. It will not be uſeleſs to obſerve, that if 
the firſt ſtrong Purge produced bad Symptoms, as 
J mentioned before, half a Drachm of Mechoacana 
ſhe had taken the Day before the laſt Puncture, 
and had worked conſiderably, cauſed ſuch an Alte- 
ration in the Matter that was of an ill Preſage, 
ſince ſhe died the 4th of March following, being 
19 Years of Age, | 


REMARKS. 


A Dropſy of ſo particular a Kind as this, as 
well from the Nature of the Liquor evacuated, 
which was Chilous, as from the Quantity, amount- 
ing to 289 French Pints, not failing to make a 


— Noiſe at Paris, having no ſuch Inſtance in 


edicine before; at moſt of the Punctures J made, 


ſeveral Phyſicians and Surgeons were preſent, who 


were willing to have Ocular Demonſtration of the 
Fact, as well as ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction, 
who came out of Curioſity from all Parts. As to 
myſelf, being willing to be ſatisfied from whence all 
this Lacteous Liquid proceeded, and the ill Scent 
of that evacuated by the laſt Puncture, I thought 


it improper to defer opening the Body till the next 


Day; ſo that I performed it ſoon after the Patient's 
Deceaſe, in Preſence of Meſſrs. du Vernage, Leaults 
and du Chò ne. 

Being aſſembled together, we firſt obſerved the 
Leaneſs of the whole Body, and in opening the 
Teguments of the Abdomen, I remarked, that the 
common and proper taken together were not above 


the third Part of an Inch thick to the ang 
18 
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Thais laſt Tegument being opened, we perceived 


that the Parts firſt preſenting themſelves were of a 
Natural Colour, tho? they had a very bad Odour. 
The Epiploon was ſo much diſſolved, that there 
were only the Veſtigia of it remaining, at the Place 
of its Adheſion to the Stomach and Pancreas. We 
found upon the Surface of the Inteſtines and in 
their Anfractuoſities, a Quantity of white creamy 


Filaments, ſufficiently compact to bear pulling, 


and tenacious enough to have a ſlender Adheſion to 
the Parts. Theſe Lacteous Concretions were moſt 


abundant at the Bottom of the Abdomen, towards 


the Center of the Meſentery, in the Hypogaſtrinm, 
and towards the Groins, more than in other Pla- 
ces. 5 

We abſorbed, with Spunges, about two Pints of 
Liquor, more white and milky than what I had 
drawn out by the three laſt Punctures, which filled 
the whole ypogaſtrium and the neighbouring Parts. 


The Stomach and Inteſtinal Canal were ſo tume- 


fied with Wind, and the præternatural Bigneſs of 
the Meſentery raiſed them ſo much above the other 
Jiſcera contained in the Cavity, that none were 
perceptible, even the Liver which was deeply lodged 
under the Diaphragma and ſo much flatten'd and 
extended in Bulk, that a Portion of its ſmall Lobe 
was firmly adherent to the Spleen, Stomach, and 
Pancreas, and, by its Gibbous Part, to the Dia- 
phragma, that it could not be ſeparated without 
tearing, and was of a blackiſh Colour. The Gall 


Oo? 


Bladder was quite withered, and abſolutely empty 


of that Liquor it generally contains. 
Obſtructed Glands were eaſily perceived in the 
Texture of the Membrane covering the Liver, the 
largeſt whereof were of the Bigneſs of Peaſe. 
Thoſe Glands unnaturally perceptible in the Peri- 
; FONG 
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toneum, altho' a Part of it were more diftinguiſh- 
able than any other Part covered by its Membrane, 
and even ſome of them were larger than my Thumb, 
in different Parts of the Inteſtinal Canal, as well as 
upon the Spleen, which'in other Reſpects was ſound, 
and at the Bottom of the Hypogaſirium, towards the 
Bladder, where they reſembled the Miliary Glands 
ſcattered innumerably upon a Piece of Linnen. 
The Progreſs of the Iliack Veſſels to the right 
and left were covered with Glandular Heaps, as 
large as Pullets Eggs, beſides others as big as Pi- 
geons Eggs. Upon opening theſe Glands, a very 
white and thick Matter was diſcharged reſembling 
boiled Cream, which, mixed with Water, formed a 
Liquor as white and thick as that I had diſcharged 
by the firſt Punctures. | 
When we had examined theſe Parts, we were 
willing to be ſatisfied from whence all this Liquor 
proceeded, which had been drawn from the Pa- 
tient, And ſince the extraordinary Magnitude of 
the Meſentcry gave us Reaſon to imagine the Foun- 
tain of it to be in that Part, we were willing to be 
convinced, whether the Inteſtines had no Share in 
it. To this End we made the proper Ligatures, 
and injected warm Water into the Inteſtinal Canal, 
to fee whether any Part of it would come out, 
which did not happen. | 
From thence we proceeded to the Examination 
of the Inteſtinal Canal, and began at the Pylorus, 
which we found fixed to the Liver, Spleen, Pan- 
creas, Meſentery and Epiploon, and even to ſome 
Circumvolutions of the large and ſmall Inteſtines. 
We traced it for ten or fiftzen Inches, without 
finding any Thing extraordinary; but obſerved, at 
the Beginning of the Fejanum, a Sort of Membra- 


nous Bag, covered with thoſe croamy Filaments be- 


fore- 
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forementioned, which we found, after inadvertently 
opening it, full of a white milky Liquor, of which 
we collected two Spoonfuls. 

This Liquor being well abſorbed by Sponges, 
we perceived at the Bottom of the Bag, in that 
Place where the Fejunum is faſtened to the Meſen- 
tery, a round fiſtulous Hole, into which we ea- 
ſily introduced a Probe, that penetrated, without 
the leaſt Force, a full Inch into the Glandulous Part 
of it, which was very hard and much tumefied; 
but without any Injury to the Inteſtine. It was with 
Difficulty, that this extraordinary Tumour of the 
Metentery could be embraced with one Hand, and 
protuberated rather on the right Side than the left. 

Then I introduced a Probe into the Fiſtula, with 
which I dilated it, and made myſelf Room to 
puſh it to the Diaphragma, without injuring any 
other Part; then I opened, in that Glandular Sub- 
ſtance, a Sort of Canal reſembling a writing Quill, 
which ſeemed very even in the Middle, and as if 
it was covered by a Membrane. 

By continuing the Examination of this Canal, I 
diſcovered Sinuffes to the right and left; J likewiſe 
dilated thoſe, that ſeemed to have been formed 1n 
the Body of the Meſentery itſelf, which was grown 
ſo very large by the Obſtruction of its Glands, 
that it ſeemed to have degenerated into a Schirre, 
and the Matter contained in theſe Glands reſem- 
bled that contained in thoſe of the Peritoneum. 

To proſecute our Enquiry ſtill farther, we ſe— 
parated the Diaphragma from the Spine, at the 
Entrance into the Thorax, and oblerved, by tra- 

cing the Ductus Thoracicus, two Glands as large as 
Beans, longer than they were broad, very white 


and flat, containing a curdied Matter ; the left = 
A * 


zn SURGERY. 235; 
half as big again as the right, and about half the 


Length of my little Finger. | 


Still following the Ductus Thoracicus along the 
Spine, we obſerved ſeveral Glands one above the 
other, ſtrung together like Beads, and full of the 
ſame curdled Matter; and we obſerved the like 
Appearance even to the left Clavicula, and to- 
wards the Subclavian ; where we found a long flat 
Gland, as thick as my little Finger, filled with the 
ſame Kind of Subſtance. | 

The other Parts of the Abdomen, and thoſe of 
the Peritoneum were no otherwiſe damaged than 
by a general Decay, which marked the gradual 
Conſumption of the whole Body, by the Length 
of the Diſeaſe, and was the Occaſion of her Death. 

Upon the whole, I believe that I may venture 
to ſay, without being accuſed of carrying my Re- 
flections farther than a Surgeon ought, upon the 
Diſorders obſerved in opening this Body, that the 


Diſtemper, I have given you a ſuccinct Account 


of, was a complicated Dropſy, whoſe Riſe was 
owing to Obſtruftions both in the Veſſels and 
Glands ſerving for Filtration to the Chyliferous 
Duct, and to the Glands and Canals appointed for 
the Diſtribution of the Lympha over the whole 
Body. 
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Upon opening a Body, at which I was preſent, 
wherein ſeveral of the Viſcera and large Veſſels 
were found tranſpcſed from the right Side to the 
left, This true and faithful Account was commu - 
nicated to me by Mr, Morand, Maſter-Surgeon 


and Surgeon-Major of the Royal Hoſpital of In- 


valids, who opened the Body. 


N 1ahian Soldier aged 70 Years, dying the 
23d of October, 1688, at the Royal Hoſpi- 
tal of Invalids, I opened his Body in Preſence of 
Meſſrs. du Pare and Saviard, and ſeveral other 
Surgeons. | 
I began this Operation by the Diſſection of the 
common Teguments, and having raiſed them, I 
diſcovered the Duplicature of the Peritonæum, 
where I found the Umbilical Vein extended along 
the Linea Alba, which, inſtead of turning after- 
wards on the right Side to enter into the Fiſſure of 
the Liver, on the contrary, tended towards the 
Left, where the Liver was actually placed, and the 
Spleen on the right Side, contrary to the Order of 
Naure, | | 
The large Lobe of the Liver entirely poſſeſſed 
the left Hypochondrium, and the Fiſſure pointed to- 
wards the back Part of the Cartilago Aiphoides; the 
ſmall Lobe occupying a Part of the Epigiſtrick 
Region, and declining to the right Hypochon- 
drium. 
Then 
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Then I opened the Thorax, wiere I obſerved, + 


that the Oæſopbagus entered on the right Side, and 
palled before the Aorta, then deice nding and ſliding 
along the fame Side, it pierced the Diatbromma ' in 
that Part, and, when | It had traverſed it, proceeded 
between the Liver and the Spleen to enter into the 
Abdomen. 

The Bottom of the Stomach, following the ſame 
Courle, was ſituated on the right Side between the 
Liver and Spleen ; the Pylorus and the Inteſtine 
Duodenum were found under the Liver; and this 
Iateſtine paſſing under the ſuperior Ivizfenterick 
Vein and Artery, then 1 che K ts ap patied 
on the right Side, towards the Rec Ltd ais, and 
formed the Jem mum. 

All the 41 Guts had likewiſe changed their 
Situation, the Cæcum and Beginning of "the Colon 
were placed in the Regio 7 Sire, and the 
Turn of this laft Inteſtine paſſed as uſunl, but from 


Left to Right under the Extremity of the Liver, 


Stomach and Spleen, deſcendipg afterwards into 
the Regio Jliaca dextra to produce the Rectum. 
The fame Tranſpoſition was in tae Kidneys, 


and in the Parts of RT} ; for the right Kid- 


ney being found on the left Side, and the left on 


the right Side, we ſaw the right Spermatick Vein 


re from the Em. gem, and the left Sper- 


matick Vein from the Trunk of the Cava, con- 


trary to their natural Order. 

Moreover, the Kidne) on the right Side was 
higher than that on the left, and the two Ureters 
proceeded irom the right Kidney, one from the 
common Pelvis, and the other trom the inferior 
Fer. 

The Carle Arabilares hal likewiſe paſſed 
{from one Side to the other, which I knew by the 
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Veins; the left Capfila receiving its Branch from 


the Trunk of the Cava, and the Right from the 
Emulgent. | 

The Heart it ſelf had a Share in this Tranſpo.. 
ſition, the Baſis of it being ſituated in the Middle 
of the Thorax, but its Cone inclining to the right 
Side, ſo that the right Ventricle pointed to the 
left Side of the Thorax, and the Vena Cava, which 
proceeded from the ſame Side, produced two 
Trunks as uſual, the inferior pierced the Dia- 
phragma on the left Side, then entring into the 
Abdomen, it ſlid along the left Side of the Verte- 
bre, and the Pulmonary Artery came out from 
this Ventricle, paſſing on the right Side, and 
dividing there into two Branches according to 
Cuſtom. 

The Trunk of the Aorta proceeding from the 
left Ventricle, and being found on the right Side 
of the Thorax, was bent towards that Side, con- 
trary to its natural State; then piercing the Dia- 
pbragma on the right Side, and deſcending to the 
Os /acrum, it ſtill poſſeſſed the right Side of the 
Body of the Vertebr&. = 

In ſhort, the Vein Azygos was found on the right 
Side of the Body of the Vertebræ; ſo that the Di- 
ſtribution of the Veſſels underwent a Change con- 
formable to that of the Viſcera. | 
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Upon a Wound with a Sword, that pierced the 
| | Heart. 


Man 26 Years of Age, was brought to Hotel 
Dieu in the Month of July, 1688, wound- 
ed in the Thorax by a Sword, which penetrated on 
the right Side, between the third and fourth of the 
true Ribs. This Wound was dilated upwards 
and downwards, and, as he was very weak, they 
reſolved not to make the Operation for the Em- 
pyema, tho? he had a great Difficulty in Reſpi- 
ration, becauſe they imagined he vould expire 
every Moment, nevertheleſs he lived four or five 
Days after his Wound. 

Being dead, I opened his Body in Preſence of 
ſeveral Surgeons, who were all ſurpriſed as well as 
my ſelf; when, upon Examination, we found, that 
the Heart had been pierced thro', the Thruſt 
having paſſed from the right Ventricle into the 
left acroſs the Septum Medium; by which Means 
the Blood had filled the Cavity of the Thorax, 
ſo that the Patient had not lived thoſe 4 or 5 
Days but on Account of ſome Clods of coagu- 
lated Blood, that had ſtopped the Mouths of the 
Wounds in the Ventricles, which is a Singularity 
worth remarking ; but this ought not to be depend- 
ed upon in a parallel Caſe, it being tne mere 


Fffect of Chance. 
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Ge de ede eee ee ede dee 
O BS ERV. CXIV. 


Upon a fatal Labour, occaſioned by the bad Con- 
formation cf the Woman's Body who was ex- 


poſed to it. 


N the Year 1697, a young Woman, aged 27, 

whole Body was no more chan three Fect high 
on Account of a Curvature of the Spine, which 
had prevented the other Parts from acquiring their 
natural Dimenſions, came to Hotel Dieu to be de- 
livered, being pregnant by a Lad of her Father's, 
The Time of her Labour being come, the Nar- 


rowneis oi the Paſſages prevented the Delivery 
of the Child, and ſhe "dies. defiring, in the Miſt 


of her Pains, that the Lad who had made her 


Pregnant might not ſuffer, ſaying, it was no 
Crime of his, that ſhe alone was culpable, hav- 
ing preſſed him to conform to her Deſires, for 


which ſhe was _y PI 


ORES E R. 


Oi. . 


Upon an Empyema. 


R. @Autebrune, Doctor in Phyſick, of the 
Faculty of Montpellier, with whom I was 
acquainted, at the Time he made ſome Experi- 
ments in the Hotpual for the Cure of Fevers, 
wrote to me the 28th of December, 1700, deſiring 
I wou.d immediately come to St. Lever, where he 
had been ill of a Dropſy in the Thorax, for three 
Months, which putting him in perpetual Danger 
of being ſuffocated, obliged him to preſcribe the 
Operation for the Empyema to himicif, 
came to him the next Day towards the Even- 
ing, and having carefully examined him, beſides 
the Extenuation of his Body, and the Fever, I 
found the Signs of a confirmed Eripyema, by the 
Pain and Hear on the Side affected, the Difficulty 
in Reſpiration, and a ſenſible Fluctuation of rhe 
expanded Matter. 

And tho? he was very weak, we both conclud- 
ed upon the Operation, not with the Hopes of 
curing him, but affording fome Relief during the 
Time he had to live, principally as to his Reipt- 
ration, which gave him inſupportable Pains. 

What troubled him more, according to the 
Opinion he had of his Diſtemper, was a Tumour 
of the Bigneſs of a penny Loaf, which appearec 
under, and a little 0:1 one Side the C:r/ilago Ai. 
/ Hoides; the Tumour ſeeming to promiſe a Col- 
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262 OBSERVATIONS 
lection of Pus under the Diaphragma. Upon this, 


I told him we muſt perform the Operation, which 
was ſufficiently indicated by the Signs of the Ex- 

anſion of Matter, and might afford us room to 
judge better afterward of the Cauſe of that Tu- 
mour. 

My Prognoſtick proved juſt; for the next Day, 
when I had opened the Thorax on the right Side, 
where the Abſceſs was, in the moſt dependent Part, 
as it is always practiſed in parallel Caſes, two 
Quarts of Matter being diſcharged from thence, 
the Tumour diſappeared, and we found that it was 
only occaſioned by this Quantity of Matter, the 
Weight whereof had formed the Bag near the 
Cartilago Xiphoides, 

The Pus contained in the Thorax was a ſerous 
Sanies, mixed with a Subſtance reſembling the 
White of an Egg, which ſtopped the Orifice in 
ſuch a Manner, that I was often obliged to pur 
it by with my Probe, to make room for the 
Serum. 

The Patient was much relieved after the Ope- 
ration, as to his Difficulty in Breathing, which 
had hitherto been very grievous 3 but the Diſtem- 
per in his Lungs put a Period to his Life a Fort- 

'zut after my Return. 


Opsxrv. 
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OBS ERV. CXVI. 


Upon a Defect in the Conformation. 


T is not without Reaſon, that Phyſicians and 

Surgeons refuſe to undertake the Cure of thoſe 
Diſeaſes with which we are born, becauſe they have 
Room to apprehend, that theſe Sorts of Diſtempers, 
having their Cauſes identified, as I may ſay, with 
the Body itſelf, at the firſt Formation, it is im- 
poſſible radically to deſtroy it, and conſequently 


to prevent its producing the ſame Effects as before, 


after a firſt Cure fruitleſsly attempted ; or that the 
malignant Humour which cauſed the Diſtemper, 
not being any longer capable of occaſioning the 
ſame Symptoms it did at firſt, by tranſlating it 
ſelf to other Parts, may cauſe a greater Diſorder. 
Theſe Reaſons, as ſolid as they are, ought not 
to prevail ſo far, as to make us abſolutely refuſe 
our Aſſiſtance to all thoſe troubled with theſe 
Indiſpoſitions; ſince Experience teaches us, that 


ſome are curable, and amongſt others, in which I 


have ſucceeded, I remember that the 22d of De- 
cember, 1700, I ſucceſsfully made Ligatures upon 
three conſiderable Excreſcences, red and flexible, 
on the left Cheek of a new born Child, of which 
he was perfectly cured in five Days, contrary to 
the Opinion of ſeveral Perfons, who would not 
have them touch'd, becauſe the Child had been 


born with them, | 
S 4 About 
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About the ſame Time, I made a Ligature upon 
another Excreſcence of a larger Size, which was 
likewiſe cured without any Return, or other Acci- 
dent; all theſe Excreſcences had a large Head 
with a ſmall Neck. 


22 


88 608 ede dee 289289289 
OBSsE RV. CXVII. 


Uron two other natural Defects. 


N the Year 1687, I ſaw a new born Child 

at Hotel Dieu, which had ten Fingers upon 
cach Hand, and as many Toes upon the Feet, 
the P halanxes whereof ſecmed to be broken and 
wounded, This Accident was the Effect of the 
Pregnant Woman's Imaginations, feeing a Criminal 
broke on the Wheel during ker Pregnancy. 

A Child 8 Years old, was feon afterwards 
brought to the ſame Place, who h:d fix Fingers 
on the left Hand, viz. a little ſprouting Thumb 
upon the firſt Joint of that Hand. I cut this 
ſuperfluous Thumb off, without ſeparating it — 
the Joint to which it was faſtened, leſt it ſhould 
coccaſion a ſwelling upon the Patt, by the Liga- 
ments of the Joints being concerned ; whence 
there remains upon that Joint on the lateral 
Lart next the Thumb, a {mall Portion of Bone 
reſembling one of the Seſameidea, 

I muſt moreover add, that the Wound made 
by the Amputation of this uſeleſs Thumb healed 
in a Fortnight with Eaſe, and the Girl new en- 


joys a perfect State of Health, 


OPSERV. 
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O BS ERV. CXVIII. 


Upon a Child without a Penis. 


R. Ze Court, Maſter Surgeon at Sens, wrote 
to me in the Month of Janndr) laſt, 1701, 
that a Woman in St. Peter's Pariſh had been de- 
livered of a Child a little Time before, which had 
no Penis ; but inſtead of it, a ſmall Prominence a 
Intle flat and reſembling a Pullet's Rump, above, 
and on one ſide whereot, there was a Piece of fun- 
gous Fleſh of the Bigneſs of a Crown, and a Fin- 
gers Breadth thick, round and elevated; that the 
Navel was not in the Middle of the Belly where 
it generally is, but above the Penis near this fun- 
gous Fleſh, 
That this ſmall Prominence, which ſtood in- 
ſtead of a Penis, was pierced by two ſmall A- 
ertures, thro? which the Urine paſſed; that the 
Child's Mother being examined upon this Pheno- 


zuenon, anſwered, that it might probably proceed 


from the earneſt Deſire ſhe had of eating a Fowl, 
whilſt ſhe was with Child; for having bought a 
bad one, ſhe regretted her Incapacity of ſatisfying 
her Appetite. 

At the End of his Letter, he informed me, that 
for the Space of two Months after the Birth of the 
Child, the fungous Fleſh ſenſibly increaſed. 


Os ERv. 


— 
arr 
- D— — 


„ 


—— — Ps. owe 


—— —— cs 


VS 


7 
1 
[ 
| 


— ͤàU—— 


= \ * * 
1 
Ln 1 5 
1 N ! 
? 1 
II 
t 
14 
' 
Gf 1 
4 4. . 
8 
„ 8 
i _ ; 
* . 
1 
7 a9 
* [4 4 
: *Y 
91 ES. 
1 4 
* b ' 
{ 50 
1. I 
17 
: 4 
* Bios ff 
IV] 
164 
1 
1 1 vi 
4 1 
1 1 
N il 
10 
Th ! y 
1 
3 { 1 
14 1. 77 
1 1 4 
g 4 
3 
\ > 
| 155 
4 
i 
| F 
7 
1 
qt}! 5 
| i 's 
211% 4 
' $ J ? 
t | if 
l i iy 
4 l - 1 
= vl 
11 
, 
1. 
| | . 
1 5 R. 4, 
l * 
. 
' i « 
if EC} 
i 'q 
JJ} 4 
' J. 
' | "Li 
2: 4 
s oh iS 
T 1 
11 95 
\ 148 
q al 
» 4 £ 
YF. i 
'' + 
o 
3. 4 
! 
e * 3 
i Ws 34 
we ' " Y 
0 f 
,, 4 
- n * 
1 
2 4 4 
— > 
\ * 41 
9 4 = 
a o . 
| 8 4 
; ' \ 
5 
* 
1 ; 
2» 4 
1 
= I 
iN 5 
a 1 i 4 
{ 8 } A 
4 | 
g 1 ty 1 : 
14 
Ah + 
1, 1 q 
es 
- o 4 
* = 
47 
1. 
d 
my 
4 
l 5 
K 
= 1 
T] { 
4 1 
J. i 19) 
! I. 
| 7 
= 
: ! 
l * 
) 


* be 2 ů — 
” —— Soy rity 


A 2 72 — — 
— — — — —— 
* — 2 — > : 
——_— — — 7 2 : 


266 OBSERVATIONS 


II 
OBS ERV. CXIX. 
Upon a Dropyy. 


Young Girl fourteen Years of Age was at- 
tacked with an Aſcites, for the Cure whereof 
all Sorts of Remedies had been tried, during the 
Space of three Years ; but with no other Succeſs, 
than to perceive it increaſe to that Degree, as to 
have her Belly diſtended as much as it poſſibly 
could, which obliged her Phyſicians to preſcribe 
the firſt Paracentheſis, which I performed the 
fourteenth of September, 1690, the Girl being then 
17 Years old, and drew away 12 Quarts of clear 
limpid VW acer. 

I was ſent for two Months after to repeat the Ope- 
ration, and diſcharged 12 Quarts of Water more 
reſembling the firſt, 

The Lent foilowing, ſhe was attacked with a 
continual Fever; accompanied with a poignant 
Pain 1n the left Fypocondrium, a large Tumefac- 
tion, and violent Vomitings. During t the ten Days 
theſe Symptoms laſted, ſhe was bled feveral Times, 


and afterwards purged z but the Dropſy returning 


again, I performed the Operation a third Time, 
when ſhe was increaſed to her full Extent, and 
evacuated 17 Quarrs of clear limpid Water as be- 
fore. 

In the Month of November, the fame . 
J made a fourth Paracentheſis, by which I drew 


away ſeven Quarts and a Pint of the ſame __ 
0 
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of Water, and ſince that Time, ſhe has been in 
tolerable good Health, occaſioned by the Hæmor- 
rhoides that came upon her at different Times, 
and diſcharged plentifully : But fince the Hæmor- 
rhoidal Flux has cealed, an Hardneſs of the Bigne!s 
of a Wallnut has appeared at the Verge of the 
Anus, attended with a deep Pain without Inflam- 
mation, and is very incommodious when ſhe goes 
backwards, or fits. This Tumour appears move- 
able and looſe, when you feel it by thruſting the 
Finger into the Anus or Vagina, as well as exter- 
ternally ; and fince it viſibly increaſes, will, in all 
Appearance, terminate in an Abſceſs. It is to be 
obſerved that this Girl is ſeldom regular in her 
Menſes, and then only in a ſmall Quantity. 


Ba ERR HINT A 
OBS ERV. CXX. 


Upon a Fracture of the Leg, cured contrary to all 
Expectation, in the very Words of Mr. Michault, 
obo communicated this Fact to me, 


HE 24th of September, in the preceding 

Year 1701, I was ſent for to dreſs a Gen- 
. aged 98 Years, who, they informed me, 
was terribly wounded upon both Legs. 

When I came to her, I found That ſhe had 
been thrown down by a Coach Horſe, and the 
Fore-wheel of the Coach had paſſed over her Legs. 
I examined them, and found the left Leg very 
much tumefied in that Part where the Wheel had 
paſſed ; but without Fracture or Diſlocation - 

| ene 
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the Bones. It was not the fame with the right 
Leg, both Bones being fractured and even cruſhed 
in Pieces in the Middle, with ſeveral Splinters 
that pierced the Teguments. 

The Caſe being Known, I ordered the Patient 
to be put into Bed, and having prepared the Dreſ- 
fings, I was aſliſted by one of the Fraternity, who 
was fortunately at my Houſe, and one of my 
Servants. I reduced the fractured Bones, and 
tho' this might be looked upon as a compound 
Fracture, by Reaſon of the Wounds made in the 
Skin by the Splinters of Bone ; I dreſſed it not- 

withſtanding, like a ſimple Fracture. I placed the 
Limb in a Proper Situation, and took care to ſce 
the Patient the five firſt Days, to make her ob- 
ſerve an exact Regimen, and to preſcribe all that 
might contribute to the Cure, finding her more- 
over without Fever or much Pain, in ſhort, with- 
out any conſiderable Accidents. 

The goth of September, which was the ſixth Da 
of the Wound, this good Woman, whoſe extreme 
Age had render'd her almoſt Childiſh, perſuaded 
her ſelf, when ſhe was alone, that ſhe was perd 
fectly cured, and kept in Bed only to torment her; 
ſo that ſhe rote out of Bed about ten in the Morn- 
ing, with all the Dreſſings on, and when ſhe had 
taken a Step or two in the Room, the fractured 
Bones not being able to ſupport her Weight, were 
ſoon diſplaced, and not only wounded the Fleſh, 
but thruſt off the Dreſſings, and the Patient fell 
down upon the Floor, the Family ran up at the 
Noiſe, and I being immediately called, was mor- 
tified to ſee ſuch a Spectacle. 

She was preſently put into Bed, and when I had 
removed the Dreſſings, found a large Dilacerati— 


on of Fleſh, the Bones bare three or four Fingers 
Breadth, 
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Breadth, and ſeveral Splinters preſented themſelves 
at the Aperture of the Wound, I heſitated a little 
in what Method to proceed upon ſo unfortunate 
an Accident; Art required that I ſhould amputate 
the Limb; but her advanced Age induced me 
not to periorm an Operation, from whence there 
was no Appearance of Succeſs. In ſhort, being 
determined not to hurry my ſelf, I prepared an 
eighteen tailed Bandage, and all that was neceſſary 
for a compound Fracture. 

I began to dreſs her by waſhing the Wound 
with warm Wine; then I extracted as many Splin- 
ters as I could, without injuring the Wound, and 


afterwards reduced the Bones, placing the Limb 


in a proper Situation, and then applied the Ban— 
dage according to Art. | 

I continued to dreſs her in this Manner for three 
Days, without any conſiderable Accident ſuper- 
vening, bur the fifth Day after the ſecond Re— 
duction, which was tne eleventh from the fiſt, 


Affairs changed their Appearance, I found con- 


ſiderable Tumours upon the two Condylis of the 
Knee, Sinuſſes on the right and left, with Bliſters 
round the Knee, upon the Thigh, Buttocks, Os 
ſacrum, and even upon the Back; beſides, a 
very bad Odour exhaled from all the Ulcerations 
in the Skin, and the Colour around them tend- 
ing to Lividity. All theſe Symptoms made me 
apprehend, that ſhe would ſoon periſh, and or- 
dered the Sacraments to be adminiſtred to her, 
not having more hopes of faving her by the Am- 
putation, than without it. | 

I took care to dreſs her regularly twice per 
Day, being ſometimes aſſiſted by thoſe of the Fra- 


ternity, preſcribing cordial and vulnerary Medi- 
cines, 
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cines, which were Proper both internally and ex · 
ternally. 


This poor Patient withſtood all theſe Accidents 
mentioned, near two Months, and ſeveral others 
that ſupervened, without Fever or violent Pains, 


without an entire loſs of Appetite, or of Repoſe 
in the Night. After this, the Ulcers upon the 
Back, Buttocks and of the Abſceſſes formed upon 
the Condylls of the Knee began to cicatrize, 
and the Ery/ipelatous Swelling, as much or more 


incommodious than the Fracture, began to abate. 


The Exfoliation of the fractured Bones came on, 
but, however, without the leaſt Signs of a Callus 
or Re-union of the Bones, by Reaſon, that the 
Wound being very extenſive, and the Extremi- 
ties of the fractured Bones at a great Diſtance 
from each other, there was nothing capable to 
ſupport and ſtop their nutricious Juice, beſides, 
that the external Air altered it and converted it 
into Sanies. 

But the Exfoliation happening in three Months, 
the Wound began to heal externally, and the Juice 
proceeding from the Extremities of the fractured 
Bones, being incloſed and retained by the Fleſh, 
the Callus formed it ſelf, and appeared conſide- 
rable hard at the End of four Months, ſo that 
this Patient entirely recovered at the End of 
February laſt, that is, five Months after the Ac- 
cident. 

I have no Deſign to make her walk, but three 
Months after her Recovery, leſt ſhe ſhould be 
expoſed to a freſh Fracture, ſuſpecting that a 
Callus formed with ſuch Difficulty in a Perſon ſo 
advanced in Years, as to enervate the natural 
Balſam, ſhould be ſoon capable of paring the 
Weight of her Body. = 

0 
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To conclude, the Leg remained as long as the 
other, very little painful, and hardly any De- 
formity. 


R E MA R K. 


It may be ſaid that this Cure is very extra- 
ordinary, both with Regard to the Wound and 
Age of the Patient; and the Succeſs in this Caſe 
ought to inſtruct young Surgeons, that the great- 
eſt Obſtacles oppoſing the Cure of the moſt deſ- 
perate Wounds, ought not to make us look upon 
them as abſolutely incurable, and prevent our 
taking a proper Care of ſuch Wounds ; ſince it is 
ſufficient if we ſave ſome, not to look upon our 
Endeavours as abſolutely fruitleſs, tho? abundance 
periſh notwithſtanding our Care to preſerve them. 


Oz5xrrv, CXXI. 


Upon a Mound on the Cheek, communicated by 


Mr. le Roy, ſworn Surgeon at Paris. 


COME Years ago, I dreſſed a certain Perſon 
of a Wound upon the right Cheek, exactly 
ſituated in the Middle of a Line, drawn from the 
Joining of the two Lips to the Ear. 3 
Notwithſtanding the moſt methodical Applica- 
tions to this Wound, it degenerated into a Eiſtula, 
which was maintained by an abundant flowing of 
Lympha, that furniſhed the Aperture of the Sali- 


val Duck. Being ſenſible of it, 1 foreſaw, __ 
this 
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this ſerous Spring could not be ſtopped, either by 
the moſt powerful Deſiccatives, or the moſt effi- 
catious Cathereticks; and ſince it could not be 
turned any ocher Way, we muſt of Neceſſity make 
a new one, to ſupply the Defect of that natural 
one into the Mouth. 2, | | 

It would have been leſs painful to the Patient, 
had J pierced the Cheek with a ſharp Inſtru- 
ment, but I conſidered that a ſimple Wound would 
ſoon heal, and my Deſign be fruſtrated. For 
which Reaſon, I made uſe of the actual Cautery, 
ſuch as is employed in the Perforation of the 
Os Unguis for the Fiſtula Lachrymalis, when the 
Naſal Canal is obſtructed ; and this with a Deſign 
to cauſe a Loſs of Subſtance, that might perpe- 
trate the new Channel. | 

The Effect anſwered my Attempt, and as ſoon 
as the Salival Juice had free Paſſage into the 
Mouth, the Fiſtula healed in a ſhort Time and 
with Abundance of Eaſe. 


SITES NT N re 8 
Os EAV. CXXIL 


Non a Retention of Urine. 


N the Month of May, 1701, a Priſoner in 
the Grand Chatelet, being tormented for five 
or ſix Days with a violent Strangury, his Rela- 
tions preſented a Petition to the Lieutenant Cri- 
minal, to obtain leave that he might have the Ad- 


vice of a Surgeon, who made it his whole Buſi- 
nels to cure Diſtempers incident to the urinary Paſ- 
ſages; 
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ſages; and the Anſwer to the Petition was, that 
I ſhould examine the Patient, and act as I thought 
proper, in Preſence of the Phyſicians and Surgeons 
of the Chatelet. | 

That Permiſſion being notified to me, I went to 
the Chatelet, where I found this Perſon who la- 
boured under an Heat of Urine, and an extraor- 
dinary Tenſion of the Penis, voiding a large Quan- 
tity of Blood with his Water, which I deſired 
Mr. Litre, the Phyſician, and Meſſieurs Lombard 
and Delon, Surgeons, to obſerve. After this, I en- 
deavoured to make him Urine with the Algaly, 
and having thruſt it into the Urethra, I found a 
hard Body reſiſted its Paſſage, which I perceived 
was a ſmall Stone of an irregular Figure whoſe Points 
were fixed in the Canal, and determined to ex- 
tract it with my Curette, which I prefer much be- 
fore an Inciſion; becauſe the extraneous Body being 


extracted by this Inſtrument, no Wound remains 


difficult afterwards to be healed, as it happens 
upon making an Inciſion; and if the Violence 
uſed in the Extraction of an extraneous Body with 
the Curette, ſhould cauſe a flight Excoriation in 


the Canal, and a ſlender Inflammation, the Ac- 


cidents are eaſily remedied by bleeding, cooling 
Emulſions, and Injections of Ag. Sperm. Ranar. 
and Sacch. Saturni, which is a certain Specifick 
in this Kind of Inflammations, and muſt be like- 
wiſe applied round the Penis in Form of a Fo- 
mentation, 


I therefore took my ſmall Curette, which is 


made on Purpoſe for this Operation, and intro- 

ducing it into the Penis, I paſſed it over the 
Stone, and having hooked it in, I extracted it 
with conſiderable Violence. But as the Points 


of the Stone had penetrated into the Sides of 
* the 
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the Urethra, I was obliged to uſe greater F orce 


to diſengage them, which cauſed Excoriations in 
the Urethra, and a ſlight Hæmorrhage, the Stone 
being of a conſiderable Magnitude beſides. The 
Patient having obtained his Liberty the next Day, 
I never law him ſince. 
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Given by Way of Evidence, upon opening the Body 
of a Woman, who was bought to die of a Wound, 


Received an Order from the Judge Royal of 
1 Cvaillor, to go to that Corporation and open 
the Body of a Woman, and to declare, whether 
any external Cauſe could occaſion her Death, which 
happened ſeven Days after an Accident, during which 
Time, ſhe had the common Symptoms attending 
an Inflammation of the Thorax, as it was reported 
to me by the Surgeons of the Place and the Aſ- 
ſiſtants. After I had firſt well examined the ex- 
terna] Parts, and found not the leaſt Mark of a 
Wound, I began to open the Body, by the ſupe- 
rior Cavity, in the internal Part whereof, I found 
nothing extraordinary, but a little extravaſated 
Blood about the Plexus Choroides. In the lower 
Belly, which I opened next, I found a flight In- 
flammation .in the Membrane of the Womb, 
with ſome Purulence infiltrated into the Body of 
it, and an Abſceſs in the right Kidney, which 
proceeded from an Inflammation ſuppurated in that 


Part. 
Then 
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| Then opening the Thorax, I found the right 
Lobe much tumefied, and filled with Pus, which 


prevented the free Motion of that Organ, and 


muſt conſequently occaſion a Difficulty in Reſ 
piration to the Deceaſed during her IIIneſs. 

I gave my Opinion, that all theſe ſuppurated 
Inflammations proceeded from no other Cauſe, 
than what is common in ſuch Indiſpoſitions, which 


is from a bad Quality in the Blood, rendering 


it indiſpoſed to circulate freely thro* the moſt 
minute Veſſels, and very capable of cauſing 
Phlegmons in all thoſe Parts wiere it might 
ſtagnate, as it has happened to theſe of the De- 
ceaſed's Body, without having the leaſt Room to 
attribute her Diſorder to any external Accident. 


OBszxv, CXXIV. 
Upon the Extirpation of a Wen under the Armpit, of 


an extraordinary Size. 


HE 18th of April, 1701, I was deſired to 
1 fee a Man at Hotel Dieu, upon whom a 
Tumour began to appear four Years before; 
which, at firſt, was no larger than a ſmail Nut, 
and grew the three following Years to the Size 


of an Egg; ſo that it did not prevent the Mo- 


tion of his Arm, or his working as uſual. _ 
But the laſt Year it had increaſed to the Big- 
neſs of a Bow], attended with a very painful Ten- 
ſion, even to ſuch a Degree, that the Skin of 
the Tumour was ulcerated on all Sides, and he 
'S -2 | was 


276 OBSERVATIONS 
was obliged to keep it ſuſpended with a Bandage, 
left it ſhould move about; and thus he conti- 
nued to work and dreſs his Maſter's Horſes, till 
the Exceſs of Pain obliged him to come to the 
Hoſpital. 

Tho? he was in a languiſhing Condition by his 
long Sufferings, we determined to amputate the 
Tumour, and he was accordingly prepared for 
it by bleeding and purging. But his Maſter 
having writ to the Nuns in his Favour, intreating 
them to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to fave his 
Life, aſſuring them that they ſhould have Reaſon 
to be ſatisfied with his Acknowledgment, the 
Man being neceſſary to him, as well as to his 
Wife and four Children he had. Theſe Ladies, 
foreſeeing that an Operation of ſuch Importance 
might be attended with fatal Conſequences, in fo 
corrupted an Air as that of the Hoſpital, wrote to 
his Maſter, that if he had any Conſideration for his 
Servant, the only Way to make the Operation ſuc- 
ceſsful was to take him from the Hotel Dieu, or 
he would be in Danger of periſhing by a Gan- 
grene, which muſt neceſſarily attend the Wound, 
on Account of the bad Air; and that if he was 
ſo charitable to him, he ſhould not want able Sur- 
geons, Who would dreſs him Gratis out of the 
Houfe. His Maſter ſent the Money neceſſary, 
and he was removed to a private Room. 


The Nuns deſired me afterwards to take care 


of him, jointly with Mr. Thibaut, firſt Surgeon 
within the Hoſpital, which I readily embraced, 
as well becauſe it was in my Neighbourhood, as 
to ſee the Event of the Operation, which was of 
no ſmall Importance. 

Now we had nothing more to reſolve upon, 


but in what Manner to perform the Excirpation, 
and 
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and * to do it by Ligature, which 


to us appeared the moſt certain, we proceeded in 
the following Manner. | 
The Baſis of the Tumour being narrower than 
the upper Part, it formed a Neck which made the 
Ligature poſſible ; but it muſt however be very 
paintul, becauſe of the Tenſion of the Skin, which 


had yielded to the Volume of the Tumour ; and 


a large Number of Veins filled wich a black Blood 
appeared upon the Surface, which plainly proved 
the great Compreſſion made by the Subſtance of 
the Wen upon the Skin: For which Reaſon ] preſ- 


ſed the pendent Tumour back with both my 


Hands towards its Root, aſſiſted by another Sur- 
geon, in order to relax the Tenſion of the Skin, 
then I deſired Mr. Thibaut to fix the Ligature, 
which was compoſed of a Piece of waxed Thread, 
in four Doubles, a quarter of an Ell long, half an 
Inch from the faſtening of the Tumour to the 
Armpit; and to prevent it from flipping, which 
might occaſion an Hemorrhage, we tied the | rſt 
Turn moderately tight, ſo as to aproximate the 
Skin by little and little, and the ſecond Turn 
ſtraiter. 

The next Day we put on another Ligature 
tighter than the former, the following Day a 
third, drawn cloſer than the Second, the Patient 
ſuffering conſiderably notwithſtanding. as well from 
the Ligature, as the Stench of the Wen. There 
fore, judging that the Veſſels were ſufficiently con- 
ſtringed, to prevent a violent Flux of Blood, we 
extirpated the Tumour with a Biftoury half an 
Inch from the Ligature, and oniy a Porringer of 
black Blood iſſued from this Inciſion, proceeding 
from thoſe Veins that appeared tumefied upon 
the Surface of the Tumour, This being done, 

"1 we 
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we eaſily ſtraitencci the Ligature to provide a- 


gainſt a Flux of Blood, and then put a Piece of 
dry Lint upon the Wound, armed with Colopbon 
and Bole Armeny; then a Compreſs eight doubles 
to compreſs the Veſſels, and over it a Plaiſter 
of Bole, then another Compreſs, in four doubles, 
and the Bandage Spica, which is convenient for this 
. | 


As all thoſe, who had ſeen this Tumour be- 


fore it was extirpated, believed it contained a 
Quantity of fluid Matter, I opened it in its full 
Extent, and found it compoſed of ſeveral Car- 
nous Glands, whoſe Intervals were filled with a 
firm yellowiſh Fat, without one Drop of ſerous 
Matter, and the Weight of the Tumour was 
nine Pounds and half. 

Being thus ſecured againſt a Flux of Blood, 
the Patient was dreſſed the following Days with 
Linimentum Arcæi; but the remaining Part of 
tae Tumcir under the Ligature, being come to 
mortify, we took it off upon that Place where the 
Ligature was made, and the little Blood diſ- 
charged, was ſtopped with a Bit of dry Lint. _ 

This being done, the Skin dilated to ſuch a 
Degree that the Wound was as large as both my 


Hands, but only Cutaneous, which was dreſſed 


with common Digeſtive, Empl. de Minio, and the 


Reſt as before. 5 


I deſired Meſſieurs Thibaut and Alxac at lengt 
to obſerve one particular Place of the Largeneſs of 
a Crown, ſituated between the Pectoralis and Ro- 
tundus, where the Fleſh was marked with ſmall 
white Specks, which was the Root of the Tu- 
mour, and was afterwards conſumed by the Lapis 
Infernalis; ſo that in eight Days after the Liga- 
ture was removed, we had Room to apply Mun- 
| 1 dificatives 
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dificatives inſtead of Digeſtives, then dry Lint to 
form the Cicatrice with Empl. de Minio, and the 
Patient was perfectly cured the 25th of June, and 
in a Condition to return into the Country, He 


had the free Uſe of his Arm as before, becauſe 


we took care that he moved it often, leſt the Con- 
traction of the Cicatrice ſhould reſtrain its Action, 
which is a Caution always to be obſerved in 
Wounds near the Articulations. 


75 
O BSE Rv. CXXV. 


Upon a Caſtration from a Sarcocele. 


TN the Month of November, 1699, I was ſent 

for to ſee a poor Man, who had a conſiderable 
Tumour in one of his Teſticles, which extended 
along the Spermatick Veſlels to the Hypogaſtrium, 


and was very painful, The Phyſician and Sur- 


geon of the Pariſh had preſcribed the general 
Remedies, and applied Emollients and Reſol- 
vents in different Forms, as is the common Prac- 
tice ; after which he addreſſed himſelf to Plaiſter- 


mongers, Sc. for Relief. 


I applied Topicks for ſeveral Days; but find- 
ing I did not advance by that means, I ſent for 


the Surgeon who ſaw him firſt, and we agreed, 


that it was impoſſible to cure him without Ampu- 
tation, which was performed in the following 


Manner. = =: 
I made. an Inciſion upon the Tumour with my 


ſtrait Biſtoury, dividing only the common Te— 


1 4 giuments, 
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guments, and the Teſticle being diſcovered and 
the Sheath incloſing the Spermatick Veſſels, I ſe- 
parated the Teſticle from the Sheath of the Dartos, 
then ordering it to be held ſuſpended by an Aſ- 
ſiſtant, with a waxed Thread four Doubles, I tied 
the Sheath of the Dartos and the Spermatick 
Veſſels, as near as poſſible to the Rings of the 
Muſcles, without paſſing the Needle acroſs the 
Spermatick Veſſels for fear of cauſing an Hæmor- 
rhage by pricking ſome ſanguiferous Veſſel, and 
then ſeparated the Teſticle and the Veſſels, half 
an Inch from the Ligature, | 

The Wound was dreſſed the following Days 
with common Digeſtive ; but the Patient had a 
painful ſwelling remaining in the Rings and 
above them, the Event whereof I am not ac- 
quainted with, ſince the charitable Ladies, who 
provided him with Nouriſhment, being appre- 
henſive the Cure would be tedious, ſent him to 
Hotel Dieu to have it compleated. 


OBSERV. CXXVI. 
Von an Exfoliation of a Bone of the Leg. 


Hotel Dieu received a Kick upon the anterior 

rt of the Leg, which immediately cauſed a 

conſiderable Tumour, by the Extravaſation of a 
Quantity of venal Blood. 

This Tumour not being reſolvable by Topical 

Remedies, we were obliged to open it, and eva- 

cuated 


I: the Month of June, 1686, a Surgeon at 
a 
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cuated near a ſmall Porringer of coagulated Blood; 
and, when we had cleanſed the Wound, diſco- 
vered the Tibia bare two Fingers Breadtb. 

The Wound was dreſſed the firſt Time with 
dry Lint, to ſtop the bleeding; at the ſecond 
Dreſſing, dry Lint was put upon the Bone, 
which ſeemed altered, by the Acrimony of the 
extravaſated Blood that lodged upon it, and the 
Fleſh was dreſſed with Pledgets ſpread with Li- 
nim. Arcei, which was continued a few Days: 
But the Patient not obſerving a ſtrict Regimen, 
and having an unhealthy Conſtitution, which, 
added to the bad Air of the Hoſpital, occaſioned 
a Gangrene upon the Wound, making ſuch a 
Progreſs in three Weeks, that the Bone became 
carious, from its ſuperior Eminence, whereto the 
Extenſors of the Leg are faſtened to the inferior 
Apophyle, reſting upon the Aſtragallus; and the 
Fleſh was gangrened, as well as the Perioſteum. 

The Gangrene was, however, ſtopped, by 
dreſſing it with Doſſils dipped in Spirits of Wine, 
and afterwards in Oil of Guayacum, the Fleſh being 
dreſſed with Pledgets dipped in a Lotion of 
Ariſtolochia, deſcribed at the End of the Book in 
the Obſervation upon the Scurvy. 

I believe it will pleaſe young Surgeons to tell 
them, en paſſant, that Mr. Morel, an eminent 
Surgeon, taught me an eaſy Remedy to cauſe 
the Separation of dry Gangrenes, which I have 
uſed with Succels ; that is, an equal Mixture of 
Cerat. Galeni and Ung, Suppurat. with which you 
cover Pledgets dipped in Brandy, and over 1t a 
Plaiſter of Ung. Styracis, by the Uſe of this Me- 
dicine, I have often ſeen theſe Gangrenes grow 
moiſt in a little Time, and the Eſchar ſeparate 


ſoon after, | 
© | But, 
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But to return to the Patient in Queſtion : When 
the Gangrene was ſtopped the Wound mundified 
in a ſhort Time; but the Exfoliation of the 
Bone retarded the Cure ten Months, which at 
length ſeparated with Eaſe, and the horns 
cicatriſed two Months after. | 


Ap be _—_ CXXVI.. 


| Upon another Exfoliation, almoſt the ſame. 


Young Girl, aged about thirteen, came 

to Hotel Dieu, in the Year 1687, to be 
cured of a Gangrenous Ulcer, which had laid the 
Tibia bare a little above the middle Part to 
the inferior Apophy/e. 

She was dreſſed for ſix Months in the fame 
Manner as the former Patient, and then the ca- 
rious Part of the Bone ſeemed to ſhake, and en- 
tirely ſeparated from the ſound Part at the Ex- 
tremities. However, it was impoſſible to raiſe 
it, without making large Inciſions at one Ex- 
tremity of the Ulcer, to favour the Exit of the 
Bone, but being willing to ſpare the Patient 
the Pain, I reſolved to faw the Bone in two in 
the Middle; to this Purpoſe, I made uſe of a 
Convex Saw, by which Means I ſawed it with- 
out intereſting the neighbouring Parts; then I 
eaſily extracted both the ſuperior and inferior Ex- 
tremity of the carious Bone, and after this Extrac- 
tion, the Cicatrice of the Ulcer was formed in ſix 


Weeks. 
= The 
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The Cicatrice being formed, her Leg appear- 
ed a little convex behind and concave before. 
The Patient walk'd upon Crutches for fix Weeks, 
and afterwards went from the Hoſpital perfectly 
cured. . 

During this Time, I ſaw a Patient at Hotel 
Dieu who had, at the Place of each great Toe 
Nail, a Horn reſembling that of a Ram, in the 
Figure of a Creſcent, whoſe two Extremities pointed 


towards the Metatarſus, and equally covered all the 
Toes of both Feet. 


eee 
ons av. CXXVIIL 
Upon the Scurvy. 


_ FTHE Scurvy is diverſified by ſuch a Variety of 
= Symptoms, and Number of Circumſtances, | 
according to the different Conſtitutions attacked 
that I muſt have compoſed a Treatiſe on Purpoſe, 
would I reduce into exact Order all the Remarks I 
have made in the Cure of that Diſeaſe, during the 
17 Years I have practiſed Surgery in Hotel Dieu; 
but as my Health does not permit me to undertake 
it, I ſhall finiſh theſe Obſervations in Surgery, by 
giving young Students in that Art fome general 
Ideas of this calamitous Diſeaſe, and of the Reme- 

dies againſt it. 
I ſhall content myſelf for this Purpoſe, to eſta- 
bliſh two Sorts of Scurvy, one that attacks the 
| Gums, and the other which declares itſelf in other 
Parts of the Body, That which appears —_ the 
I ums, 
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Gums, more frequently belongs to Children than 
Adults, and makes a greater Havock with them, 
the Fleſh being more tender and flexible. This 
ſcorbutick Malignity has no ſooner coagulated the 
Blood in theſe Parts, but the Fleſh begins to ſwell 
exceſſively, and he coagulated Blood happening to 
ferment in the End, contracts ſuch an Acrimony, 
that it gnaws and corrodes the Gums, looſens the 
Teeth from their Sockets, then communicating it- 
felf to the Muſcles of the Cheeks, ſwells and ulce- 
rates them, inſomuch as to occaſion Eſchars, and 
an irreparable Loſs of Subftance in five or ſix 
Days. It frequently happens after this, that the 
Acrimony which has occaſioned theſe corroding 
Ulcers, being incurable by internal Medicines and 
external Application, theſe Ulcers at length reach 
the Throat and ſuffocate the Patient. 

This laſt Accident does not however always 
happen to thoſe who have ulcerated Cheeks. I have 
ſeen many cured, notwithſtanding this Accident, by 
the Uſe of Pledgets dipped in Brandy, and covered 
with Ung. Styrac. ſo that the Hardneſs, ſurround- 
ing theſe Ulcers, diſſolves, in Proportion as the 
Eſchars ſeparate. Inſtead whereof, as long as the 
Gangrene ſubſiſts and is moving, the Hardneſs in- 
creaſes and reaches the Throat. I have ſeen 
others, who have had a large Portion of the Jaw 
carious, and the Cheeks corroded, that have been 
cured after the Exfoliation of the Caries, and the 
Separation of the Eſchars. 

With Regard to the Medicines uſed in the Hol- 
pital to cure Children of this Diſtemper in the 
Mouth, they conſiſt of a proper Regimen and ge- 
neral Remedies, tuch as 3 Purging and 


— | 
Chil- 
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Children are ſeldom bled in the Scurvy, but 
when a Difficulty in Reſpiration accompanies the 
Diſtemper, which makes a bad Complication. 
They purge them twice per Week, with an Infu- 
ſion of Senna and Rhubarb with Syrup of Roſes, 
according to the Age and Strength of the Patient. 

The Ulcers upon the Gums are dreſſed with a 
Lotion, compoſed of a Drachm of Camphire, two 
Drachms of Crude Alum, two Ounces of Sugar 
Candy, the Whole diſſolved in a Quart of Bran- 
dy. The Camphire muſt be firſt diſſolved with 
a little Spirit of Wine rectified, and afterwards 
added to the Solution of the other Ingredients. 

When they uſe this Lotion, they put a little of 
it into a Gallipot and dip a Piece of Rag in it 
faſtened to the End of a ſmall Stick to waſh the 
Ulcers, obſerving to touch no other Parts; for 
tho? it is not very ſharp, it may however commu- 
nicate the Diſtemper to the neighbouring Parts, by 
running from the Ulcers that have been touched 
with it. 5 ch 

You muſt obſerve to change the Rag, that gar- 
niſhes the End of the Stick uſed to rub the Gum, 


when it is ſtained with Blood proceeding from 


thence. 
The Gums are ſometimes ſo tumefied and filled 


with coagulated Blood, that it is impoſſible for the 
Lotion to penetrate, In this Caſe, you mult preſs 


the Gums ſtrongly againſt the Jaw, till they burſt. 


and diſcharge the Blood they contained; then you 
touch the Parts that have ſuffered Solution of Con- 
tinuity with Spirit of Vitriol, and by this means 
the Progreſs of the Diſtemper is prevented, which 
I have often ſeen after the firſt Dreſſing, tho" it is 


ſometimes neceſſary to uſe it three or tour Times. 
| | Some- 
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Sometimes it likewiſe happens, that the Diſtem- 


per ceaſes in one Place and declares itſelf in ano- 
ther. When this is the Caſe, we touch the freſh 


Ulcer with Spirit of Vitriol, and then, if we obſerve 


that the Blood proceeding from it, is not fo black 


as it was before, we conjecture that the Spirit of 
Vitriol has diſſolved it, and has penetrated into 
the Cellulæ where it was incloſed ; whereas, if no 
Alteration is perceived in the Blood, it is a Sign 
it has not penetrated, and conſequently the Gum 
muſt be preſſed again, and then touch the opened 
Part with Spirit of Vitriol, which without Diſ- 
pute is the beſt Remedy can be uſed upon this Oc- 
caſion. „ | 

When there are no freſh Swellings or new Coa- 
eulations in the Gums, and the Ulcers incarnate, 
you muſt diminiſh the Strength of the Lotion, by 
adding a little Barley Water to it; and when the 
Ulcers are cicatriſed, the Gums are fortified by 
waſhing them often with Aftringent Aromatick 
Wine, made of Pomgranate Bark, Red Roſe Flow- 
ers, Sumach and Balauſts, which muſt be continued 
till the Cure is performed. 5 

It has been diſcovered by Experience, that 
Wine is uſeful in ſcorbutick Caſes; for which 
Reaſon, thoſe afflicted with this Diſtemper have 
a double Allowance from other Patients, and we 
oblige them to waſh their Mouths with it between 
the Dreſſings. - 


As to the ſecond Sort of Scurvy, which declares 


itſelf in other Parts of the Body, it generally ap- 
pears in both Sexes, whether Infants or Adults, by 
an Hardneſs in the Calves of the Legs, with black 
Spots, violent Pains in the Joints, and other Parts, 
and eſpecially in the Abdomen. | 

| But 
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But ſhould it be asked, why the Scurvy is an 
Epidemick Diſeaſe in City and Army Hoſpitals, 
and in Ships undertaking long Voyages. It is rea- 
ſonable to believe, that the Infection of the Air, 
cauſed by acid Particles extracted from the Bodies 
of a vaſt Number of ſick and wounded People in 
the Hoſpitals, 1s the chief Occaſion of its becoming 
Epidemick ; and that the Cauſe of it at Sea, pro- 
ceeds from the Groſſneſs of their Food, and the 
Salt Meats they are obliged to live upon ; beſides, 
the Air at Sea is loaded with Particles of fixed Salt, 


capable of retarding the Circulation of the Blood, 
which is the Reaſon, that the Scurvy is moſt com- 
mon in Maritime Places, and that in the North, 
the cold Air, and the Sun's Diſtance, rendering the 


Blood more thick, prevents its moving with a Ve- 
locity ſufficient to prevent this Diſtemper in thoſe 
Climates. Hence this Diſeaſe is much more fre- 
quent in the Winter than Summer, the Circulation 
in this laſt Seaſon being more rapid, and Perſpira- 
tion more free, | 

The Cure of this ſecond Sort of Scurvy, is ac- 
compliſhed by the ſame Methods as the firſt, un- 
leſs it be, that ſtronger Catharticks are neceſſary. 

The Parts affected are fomented with the be- 
fore- mentioned Lotion, and then covered with 
Une. Styrac. ſpread upon Linnen in Form of a 
Plaiſter. | 

But to return to the Cure of ſcorbutick Perſons. 
Since we are convinced by Experience, that a 
good Air and the Heat of the Sun contribute much 
to the Cure of this Diſtemper, we generally make 
theſe Patients take the Air, as ſoon as they are in 
a Condition to ſupport it, that they may reap the 
Benefit of the Heat, and even carry them into it, 
when they are not able to walk. 


With 
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With Reſpect to the Time neceſſary for the Per- 
formance of the Cure, it is difficult to determine 
it, by Reaſon of the different Degrees of the Diſ- 
temper, and the Variety of Conſtitutions. I have 


ſeen ſome perfectly cured in three Weeks, a 
Month or ſix Weeks, and others that have been ſix 


Months before they recovered. | 

This Manner of treating the Scurvy, as plain 
and ſimple as it appears, has always better ſucceed- 
ed, than any pretended Specificks, which have 
been often propoſed by People of a different Cha- 
racter. c 

One of theſe Impoſtors, among others, had one 
Day the Impudence of deſiring the Privilege of 
treating all thoſe who had ulcerated Cheeks, pro- 
miſing that he would infallibly cure them. Four 
were put under his Care, two whereof died three 
Days after, a third periſned the ſixth Day, and as 


he found the fourth growing worſe and worſe, he 


went away without taking any Notice. 

In ſhort, ſo great a Number of People are not 
ſent to the Hoſpital for any other Diſtemper, as 
for the Scurvy. Some of the Governors of the 
Hoſpital, to whom Water Creſſes were recom- 
mended as a Specifick againſt this Diſtemper, de- 
fired they might be tried; but we ſoon found that 
the Ule of them was pernicious. In a Word, they 
have been always obliged to have Recourſe to thoſe 
Medicines I mentioned hefore, and the ſame Prac- 
tice ſtil] continues. | 

In opening the Bodies of thoſe who have died of 


the Scurvy, we always find the Meſentery ſtuffed 


with Glands of a different Size, and in ſome Bo- 


dies I have found them of the Bigneſs of large 


Walnuts, From hence we may judge, whether 
the Filtration of the Chyle thro? theſe tumefied 
Glands 
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Glands can furniſh a proper Juice to make a lau- 
dable Blood. 

It is moreover to be obſerved, that the Scurvy 
is more eaſily cured in a good Air, than in that 
where the Diſtemper is contracted. Therefore, 
you ſee from Experience, that thoſe Patients who 
have contracted the Scurvy on board a Ship, are 
ſoon cured when they come aſhoar ; and we are ob- 
liged to tranſport ſuch Patients from Hotel Dieu to 
St. Lewis, when the Number is conſiderable, that 
they may breathe a better Air. 
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Some particular Mepicinss made uſe 
of in treating the Diſtempers men- 
tioned in theſe OBstrvarions. 


Of the Method to make Arquebuſade, or Vulne- 
rary Water, and the proper Time for it. 


ARE ſmall Sage three Hands full; great Com- 
frey Leaves and Roots, Bugloſs, of each four 
Hands full ; Betony, Sanicle, rhe middle Comfrey, 
Round Plaintain, Agrimony, Vervein, Fumitory, 
Wormwood, Fennel, of each iwo Hands full; Yarrow, 
Ariſtolechia Longa, Telephium or the Carpenters 
Herb, of each one Hand full. | 

Bruiſe theſe groſ5ly in a Marble Mortar, and then 
infuſe them 24 Hours in the beſt White Vine, fo that 
it fwims above the Herbs. = | 

The Infuſion being made, put the whole into a Glaſs 
Cucurbite, luting the Capital on well, to be diſtilled 
in Balneo Marie, | 

You know when it is diſtilled enough, by the Li- 
quor paſſing thro? the Neck of the Alembick being in- 
ſipid. Then preſs it no farther, and reſerve the Li- 
quor you have drawn before in Bottles, to be expoſed 
40 Days to the Sun, cbſerving to take them away in 
the Evening. 

To make this Water ſtill better, dry thoſe Herbs 
before diſtilled and burn them to Aſhes, then extrat 
the Salt from them, and diſſolve it in the diſtilled Li- 
quor, | 


Us - | Brandy 


MEDICINES. 
Brandy may be uſed inſtead of White Wine for this 
Water ; but then it is more proper for old Ulcers, 


attended with proud Fleſh, rather than for freſh 
Wounds, 


The Uke of it. 


When you uſe this Water, a little of it muſt be 
warmed to bath the Part with, or if the Ulcer 
be deep inject it with a Syringe to the Bottom, and 
apply a Compreſs imbibed with it without Pledget or 
Lint, | 


Virtues. 


It is good agaiuſl Gunſhot and other Wounds, and 
to ſtop vomiting of Blood, againſt internal Abſceſſes, 
mixed with a little Tinfture of Hoglice extracted with 
Wine. 

For Women in Labour, to forward the Delivery, 
mixed with a little Honey, covering the Patient af- 
terward to promote Perſpiration. 

For the Gout, Compreſſes being dipped in it and 
applied to the Part affefted. 

The Plants in this Compoſition ought to be ga- 
thered in May, immediate after Sun: ſei, that the 
Herbs may be dry. 

This Liquor — be kept cloſe ſtopped, taking Care 
. not to keep it too warm in the Summer, or too cold in 
the Winter, 
| It muſt nos be uſed till fix *. after the Diftit- 
ation, 


'T he 


MEDICINES. 


The Method of making the Great Albert's Water, 


Take fix Drachms of Cyprus Vitriol, calcine it 
in a Red-hot Shovel, till the Matter becomes of 
a Grey Colour, Then put this calcined Matter 
into a Quart of ſpring or river Water, with eight 
Drachms of white Vitriol, as much white Sugar 
Candy, and thirty Grains of oriental Saffron. 

Let the whole infuſe for twelve Hours; then ſtrain 
the Infuſion, and preſerve it in a Bottle cloſe ſtopped 
for Uje. 


Virtues and Uſe. 


Dis Water heals all Wounds in a ſhort Time 
made by a cutting Inſtrument: It muſt be applied 
the firſt Time without any Mixture, and not be 
removed till 24 Hours after. The following Dreſſing, 
it muſt be mixed with Water; and when the Wound 
penetrates into any Cavity, give the Patient ten 
Drops in a Glaſs of Wine. 

When it is uſed to ſtop Bleeding at the Noſe, 
you muſt mix half Water with it, and ſnuff it up 
mam 0 

For Inflammations of the Eyes, you put half an 
Ounce to ſour Ounces of Roſe Water, and waſh them 
with it frequently. 

Ulcers of the Mouth are ſoon healed by waſhing 


. them with this Water alone. 


The Compoſition of Fioraventi's white Balſam, 


Take Reſine of the Pine and Myrrh of each three 


' Ounces, Aloes an Ounce and half, Dragons Blood 


one Ounce, Grecian Pitch three Ounces, naval 
| | Pitch, 


MEDICINES, 

Pitch, Sarcocolla, and Frankincenſe of each ons 
Ounce, Nitre an Ounce and half, Roman Vitriol 
an Ounce, new laid Eggs a Dozen, Veniſe Tere- 
benthine fix Ounces, Spirit of Wine rectiſed two 
RF. | 
Incorporate the Eggs and the Shells with the 
Terebenthine, then mix the other Ingredients well 
owdered, and put them into a Glaſs Cucurbite 
well luted, to be macerated with Spirit of Wine 
for three Days, then diſtill it in B. M. till the Mai- 
ter is dry. | 


Virtues. 


This Balſam is excellent to deterge internal Ul- 
cerations, and reſiſt Putrefaction; to reſtore the 
Spirits and natural Heat, and ſoften the Acrimony 
of the Blood by its Balſamick Particles. In ſhort, 
it 15 a Specifick in Diſtempers of the Brain, = 


The mundificative Ointment of Smallage, much 
uſed in the Hoſpital Hotel Dieu at Paris. 


Take Smallage, common Wormwood, Agrimony, 
Bugloſs, Betony, Knot Graſs, Goats Weed, Red Ca- 
bage, Leaves and Roots of Yarrow, Morell, To- 
bacco, the Carpenters Herb, little Comfrey, Plain- 
tain, ſmall Centaury, Pimpernel, Sanicle, Veronica, 
Vervein, of each two Hands full, Pitch, Oil of Lil. 
lies, and Mutton Suet, of each ſeven Pounds and 
Half, yellow Wax three Pounds four Ounces, Ve- 

nice Terebenthine two Pounds and Half, Verdeg reaſe 
half an Ounce. 

Beil all theſe Plants together, with the Pitch, 
Oil of Lillies, and Mutton Suet, to the Conjump- 
tion of the Moiſture; ſtrain it thre a coarſe Piece 


of 


ME DICINES. 


of Linnen and preſs it out, then add the Wax melted 
by it ſelf ;, placing it over the Fire to evaporate. 
the Reſt of the Moiſture. After this, ſtrain it a 
ſecond Time thro? a Piece of Linnen, to take off a 
thick Scum that remains at the Top; when ſtrained, 
add the Terebenthine and Verdegreaſe mixed with a 
= Oil, keeping the Qintment ſtirring till it is 

cold, 


Virtues. 


This Ointment is proper to cleanſe Ulcers, and 
generate good Fleſh, and may be rendered more 
active by mixing Eſcaraticks with it. 


A Cerat, or ſoft Ointment, proper to dip Linnen 
into. ; 


Take the Marrow of Beef one Pound, freſh But- 
fer 4 Ounces, white Wax three Pounds, Roſe 
Water 4 Ounces, Virgin Oil one Ounce, 

Melt theſe together, excepting the Oil, which is 
added at laſt ; then ſtrain it thro a Piece of Lin- 
nen, and keep it ſtirring till it is fit for an Ointment, 
When it is half cold dip the Linnen in it, and keep 
it for Uſe. | 7 | 

It is ſucceſsfully applied in Eryſipelas's, Inflamma- 
tions, and upon Foints attacked with the Gout, 10 
_ appeaſe the Pains, | | 


An Emollient Ointment much uſed in Hotel Dieu. 


| T ake common Oil a Pound, white Wax, Hogs 
Lard, freſh Butter, Mutton Suet, and Litharge of 


Gold, of each a Pound an half. 
SF | Diſſolve 


MEDICINES. 


Diſſolve the whole together over the Fire, till it 
appears of a browniſh red Colour, and of the Con- 


fiftence of an Ointment. 
This Ointment is proper for an Hardneſs in Womens 


Breaſts, and in .. 


An — Ointment for Burns. 


Take yellow Wax four Ounces, Unguentum Po- 
pulneum 4 Ounces, Oil of Walnuts half a Pint, 
Melt the Wax firſt, then * the Unguentum 


Populneum, and at laſi the Oil. 
The Method of making Ointment of Storax. 


Take Oil of Walnuts 5 Ounces, Gum Elemi, freſh 
Wax, of each three Ounces three Drachms, Colo- 


phone 7 Ounces and half, Liquid Storax 3 Ounces 


Drachms. 
Melt the Oil of Walnuts, Gum Elemy, Wax 
and Colophone together, and when firained add the 


Storax, and ſtir it till cold. 


This Ointment is proper in Contuſious, Ecchymoſes, 


and to diſſolve all Hardneſſes about the Joints, ſprink- 
ling à little Flower of — upon it. 


of * 


